
0

Superintendents, Charter Leaders, 
Collaborative Leaders, & Executive 
Directors | Spring Webinar

Interim Commissioner Tutwiler

Thursday, May 15, 2025



1
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• Educational Vision 

o Federal Actions

o New Commissioner
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o Birth-Higher Ed Mental & 
Behavioral Health Framework
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o Future Teacher Signing Day
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o Enrollment and Attendance
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Educational Vision
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Educational Vision 

• Are known and valuedAll students

• Are relevant, real-world and 

interactive

Learning 

experiences

• Enable students to excel at grade 

level and beyond
Individualized 

supports

Educational Vision Logo

https://www.doe.mass.edu/bese/docs/fy2023/2023-05/item7.1-educational-vision.pdf
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Catalog of Aligned Supports - Coming Soon

screenshot of Educational Vision website landing page

https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/vision/
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A Preliminary Analysis: 
President Trump’s “Skinny Budget” 
for state FY27
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Presidential Budget: Context

• A President’s budget is not final.

• President Trump released a “Skinny Budget” on May 2, 2025. 

• The proposal goes to the House and Senate Appropriations 

Committees, which are expected to release their own proposals later 

this summer.

• Legislative negotiations will determine which of these proposals are 

adopted. 
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Current Federal Education Award Status

• FY25
• Received awards in spring 2024. 

• Most FY25 federal grants are good for 27 months (until 9/30/2026).

• FY26
• Signed into federal law.

• Thus far we’ve received IDEA, Title I, and Perkins awards.

• Most FY26 federal grants are good for 27 months (until 9/30/2027).

• FY27
• Still early in the process since the President’s “Skinny Budget” (his 

FY26, our FY27) was released 5/2/2025.
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Fiscal Year 2026 Budget

Governor Healery and Lieutenant Governor Driscoll File $59.6 Billion Fiscal Year 2026 Budget

https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-and-lieutenant-governor-driscoll-file-596-billion-fiscal-year-2026-budget
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Budget Highlights 

• Chapter 70 Aid 

• Reimagining High School

• Special Education Circuit Breaker

• Reimbursements via Fair Share Supplemental Budget

• School Breakfasts and Lunches

• Literacy Launch

• Early Childhood Mental Health Supports



1010

New Commissioner



Commissioner Pedro Martinez
Image of Commissioner Pedro Martinez

https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-4-28-25?e=9e3455b0c3
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Strategic Objective 1: 
Whole Student Supports

Birth-Higher Education Mental & 
Behavioral Health Framework
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Birth-Higher Education Framework for Mental and 
Behavioral Health

• PURPOSE: 

• To inform and guide state efforts to 
strengthen mental and behavioral health 
supports available to the students of our 
public education system.

• To support coordination between schools, 
providers, students and families.

• RESULTS:

• The framework will help us create 
coherence and alignment among education 
partners to support the mental and 
behavioral health of our students.
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Strategic Objective 2: 
Deeper Learning

Statewide K-12 Graduation Council



K-12 Statewide Graduation Council

Governor Healey Established a Massachusetts K-12 Statewide Graduation Council

Letter

https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-establishes-a-massachusetts-k-12-statewide-graduation-council
https://www.mass.gov/doc/eo-healey-statewide-grad-requirements/download
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Statewide Graduation Council: Listening Sessions

Greater 

Boston

Virtual Western

 Mass

Cape Cod

Somerville 

High School

Virtual Holyoke 

High School

Barnstable 

High School

Wednesday, May 28 Tuesday, June 3 Thursday, June 5 Monday, June 9

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/k-12-graduation-council-listening-sessions-schedule

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/k-12-graduation-council-listening-sessions-schedule


We want to hear from you.

Group photo

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/k-12-statewide-graduation-council-membership
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Strategic Objective 3: 
Diverse and Effective Workforce

Future Teacher Signing Days



Future Teacher 
Signing Days

https://www.doe.mass.edu/
news/news.aspx?id=27373

Text, letter

https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=27373
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=27373
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/nehttps:/www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=27373ws.aspx?id=27373
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Core Functions: Enrollment & 
      Attendance

Presented by:  Rob Curtin
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Student demographic changes 2015 to 2025

Student Enrollment, Race and Ethnicity (2015, 2020, 2025)

2015 
(%)

2020 
(%)

2025 
(%)

# Change – 
2015 to 2020

# Change – 
2020 to 2025

# Change - 
2015 to 2025

Percent Change 
2015 to 2025

American Indian or Alaska 
Native

0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Asian 6.3 7.1 7.5 0.8 0.4 1.2 19.0%

Black or African American 8.7 9.2 10.2 0.5 1.0 1.5 17.2%

Hispanic or Latino 17.9 21.6 25.9 3.7 4.3 8.0 44.7%

Multi-Race, Not Hispanic or 
Latino

3.1 3.9 4.6 0.8 0.7 1.5 48.4%

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

White 63.7 57.9 51.5 -5.8 -6.4 -12.2 -19.2%
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Student demographic changes 2015 to 2025  

Student Enrollment, Selected Populations (2015, 2020, 2025)

2015 
(%)

2020 
(%)

2025 
(%)

# Change – 
2015 to 2020

# Change - 
2020 to 2025

# Change - 
2015 to 2025

Percent Change 
2015 to 2025

Students with Disabilities 17.1 18.4 20.6 1.3 2.2 3.5 20.5%

Low Income* 26.3 32.8 42.1 6.5 9.3 15.8 60.1%

English Learners 8.5 10.8 13.9 2.3 3.1 5.4 63.5%

High Needs* 42.2 48.7 55.8 6.5 7.1 13.6 32.2%

*In 2015 and 2020, Low Income was reported as Economically Disadvantaged, following a different definition. 
This difference also affects the High Needs student group.
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Student attendance data release

Districts notified yesterday about tonight's release of the March 
1st student attendance data.

• Reminder that these data were available for preview upon submission 
of March 1 SIMS

• State data reveal a slight improvement in chronic absenteeism as 
compared to March 1, 2024

• Chronic absenteeism data has historically improved between March 1 
and the end of the school year
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Staff attendance data

• Next week, DESE will be sharing your 2023-24 staff attendance 
data back to districts in a manner that would replicate a public 
release

• Goal is to show districts how the data would look so they can 
focus on the quality of the 2024-25 end-of-year submission

• Pending the approval of incoming Commissioner 
Martinez, DESE intends to release the 2024-25 data publicly
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Additional Announcements
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BESE Timeline for Proposed Amendments to 
Regulations

• Board Meeting on May 20 (in Methuen)
• Career Technical Education 

• Competency Determination

• Educator Licensure

• Board Meeting on June 24 (in Everett)
• Time Out Practices



Literacy Launch Institutes

mass.gov/literacylaunch

Register Now!

http://www.mass.gov/literacylaunch
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Cybersecurity Guidance

• Report Suspicious Activity Immediately: In the event of a cyber incident or suspected 
ransomware attack, promptly contact local law enforcement and report directly to the 
Boston FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force / Fusion Center. 

• View this Webinar on Ransomware: The Department suggests watching the “K–12 
Education Leaders’ Guide to Ransomware: Prevention, Response, and Recovery” webinar, 
available for viewing on SchoolSafety.gov.CISA+2SchoolSafety.gov+2CISA+2

• Enhance Cybersecurity Infrastructure: Conduct regular security assessments, 
implement multi-factor authentication, and ensure all software and systems are up to date.  
Use the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)’s K-12 Cybersecurity 
Guidebook.

• For additional resources please refer to the Department’s Emergency Management 
Planning webpage or contact our Safe & Supportive School Specialist Brian Burke- 
brian.burke2@mass.gov.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/boston__;!!CPANwP4y!VZX5rNFalz0A2JKX5i20kVVuL-WVE6cUoJkZPEZ-GJmJoWFOnW6onQtRZmnsDAtgzEMYRqJh9dlc4yYK_EmE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.schoolsafety.gov/resource/k-12-education-leaders-guide-ransomware-prevention-response-and-recovery-webinar__;!!CPANwP4y!VZX5rNFalz0A2JKX5i20kVVuL-WVE6cUoJkZPEZ-GJmJoWFOnW6onQtRZmnsDAtgzEMYRqJh9dlc4yZVWFCC$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.schoolsafety.gov/resource/k-12-education-leaders-guide-ransomware-prevention-response-and-recovery-webinar?utm_source=chatgpt.com__;!!CPANwP4y!VZX5rNFalz0A2JKX5i20kVVuL-WVE6cUoJkZPEZ-GJmJoWFOnW6onQtRZmnsDAtgzEMYRqJh9dlc4z5uU3C8$
https://www.cisa.gov/K12Cybersecurity
https://www.cisa.gov/K12Cybersecurity
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/emergencyplan/default.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/emergencyplan/default.html
mailto:brian.burke2@mass.gov
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Coming Soon: On The Desktop (OTD)
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Reminder:

Webinars are recorded and posted on the Commissioner’s webpage.

https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/supt-meetings/default.html

https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/supt-meetings/default.html


3131

Questions

If you have additional questions that we did not answer during 
this webinar, please email the Commissioner’s Office at: 
commissioner0@MassMail.State.MA.US

mailto:commissioner0@MassMail.State.MA.US
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Thank you!
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