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  CONTRIBUTOR
Anonymous contributor in an Educator Preparation Program in Massachusetts, with input from a DESE sponsored Community of Practice 
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  WHAT is this resource?
This resource is an example of an undergraduate music Teacher Candidate’s reflection after a parent conference.  The reflection focuses on the CAP Essential Element of Collaboration for Student Learning and Well-Being and is one of the Teacher Candidate’s artifacts for the CAP.
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  WHEN could this resource be used?
This resource could be used during the practicum semester to show a Teacher Candidate an example of what a reflection after a parent conference could look like. It could also be used during professional development sessions for Program Supervisors and Supervising Practitioners so that they can calibrate their consistency of expectations and support for the Collaboration for Student Learning and Well-Being Essential Element.

  [image: Icon with a group of five people standing together ]
  WHO could use this resource?
The faculty member responsible for preparing Teacher Candidates for the practicum, as well as the Program Supervisor, Supervising Practitioner and Teacher Candidate could all use this resource. 


[image: icon with a checkmark in a circle]  HOW could this resource best be used?
This resource is not only helpful for Teacher Candidates to understand the expectations around Collaboration on Student Learning and Well-Being, particularly after an opportunity to interact with parents during a formal, scheduled Parent Conference, but this resource can also be used in the training of Program Supervisors and Supervising Practitioners so that they all have the same understanding of what is expected when providing feedback to Teacher Candidates about Collaboration on Student Learning and Well-Being.


Note: This resource was submitted for inclusion in the Candidate Assessment of Performance (CAP) Resource Hub. It is intended to serve as a reference and source of guidance for others engaged in the CAP process. While it reflects one approach, users should adapt its content to fit the specific context and needs of their own evaluations.
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March 3rd Reflection on Parent Conferences
 
Today was a long day of sitting on zoom, and listening to conversations, also known as parent teacher conferences. It was my first ever time sitting in on these conferences and it was very interesting to see different family dynamics through conversation. One big thing that I noticed right away was how much the parents are appreciative of the required music program and parents who really have no musical background are the most excited for their sons to learn these skills. It makes me really happy to see more and more people being introduced to music and learning to love it even if they have zero knowledge of it. One parent was even working on a construction site, and he was so enthusiastic about his son playing instruments and having musical knowledge, and continue to grow in this skill set that is so amazing to have later in life.
One parent spoke to us about her son’s very weak fine motor skills and the challenge of playing the clarinet.  This helped me realize some of the individual challenges that our students face and made me think about what I can do to focus part of my lesson on developing these specific skills.  I could slow down some of the scale exercises and reinforce the finger shaping and movement for the students.  I could also have the students sing the music while playing the “air” instrument reinforcing muscle memory.
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