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[bookmark: _7s0ua2tew06y]Overview: The Benefits of Multilingualism and Bidialectalism (Sample Assignment)

Resource Key Focus Areas
· Opportunities for Candidates to Acquire, Practice and Demonstrate Skills
· Shifts to Programmatic Alignment with ELPAC
· Field-based Experiences
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[bookmark: _ei596ba87ump]Resource Description and Timing for Use
This assignment requires teacher candidates to reflect upon and articulate the benefits of multilingualism and bidialectalism. Teacher candidates share and/or perform their reflection for the members of the cohort, either during a mid-term review or at the end of the semester.  This assignment can also be used as evidence for the Candidate Assessment of Performance (CAP).

[bookmark: _w7nmv3hexba0]Resource Alignment and Context 
Proficiency Level: Introduce
Alignment to Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria: INS.A.2., INS.B.1.
Alignment to Mass Literacy: Equity in Early Literacy

Disclaimer: The literary works, curricular material and references in this resource were provided, as examples, by the authors and contributors to the resource, independent of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).  Their inclusion in the resource does not imply endorsement by DESE.

Contributors: 
Carmen Ocón, PhD., Associate Professor of Practice, Education, Clark University
Kevin McGowan, Ph.D., Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education, Bridgewater State University

Date Posted: December 2025
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The Benefits of Multilingualism and Bidialectalism (Sample Assignment)

[bookmark: _negxe3emq4s0]Alignment with Candidate Assessment of Performance (CAP) 
CAP Essential Elements:	
· II-A-3: Inclusive Instruction 
· II-B-2: Safe Learning Environment 
· IV-A-1: Reflective Practice 
                                                          

[bookmark: _2l9mb5kh02ec]Assignment Overview
       “I am a Multilingual Learner Teacher” Reflection Assignment Celebration
 
Goal: You will have an opportunity to creatively summarize your growth and learning, drawing from the content of the course, your students’ voices, and your teaching practicum experiences.

Throughout the semester, you have had an opportunity to explore, apply, and build your teaching practices to center on multilingual learners' cultural and linguistic strengths with evidence-based instructional strategies, language acquisition processes, and the development of literacy and academic language.
 
As a reminder, these are some areas/concepts you have engaged with:
· Culturally responsive practices to advocate and enrich Multilingual Learners’ academic and social experiences; 
· The structures of language, salient theories and research around second language acquisition (e.g., comprehensible input, affective filters, translanguaging, BICS (Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills)/ CALP (Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency), etc.;
· Implement evidence-based instructional practices and approaches that support the development of reading, oracy, vocabulary development, writing and word consciousness.
· Understand the role of oral language in literacy development and support safe “academic talk”; 
· Use Sheltered English Immersion (SIOP-Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol) lesson planning, WIDA, language objectives; 
· Reflect on your own assumptions about and attitudes toward Multilingual learners using a culturally responsive teaching stance.
 
For this assignment, you will reflect creatively on the concepts you learned and connected throughout the semester through poetry or spoken word. Share with your colleagues what you now know, what you value, and/or how you plan to advocate for your multilingual learners. You can use your own poetic format or use the following templates: “I am…” poem or the “Diamante” format poem.



Template 1, I am Poem
I am a Multilingual Learner Teacher
 
I am a/an (one descriptor) Multilingual Learner Teacher
I value (something you value about MLLs)
I want (something you want for your MLLs)
I teach/use/apply/play (something you teach/use/apply/play with your MLLs)
I see (something you see/notice about your MLLs each day )
I am a/an (one descriptor) Multilingual Learner Teacher
I am afraid of (something you’re afraid of when teaching MLLs)
I feel joy (something that makes you feel joy when teaching MLLs)
I am nervous (something that makes you nervous about teaching in SEI classrooms/schools)
I am excited (something that makes you excited about your MLLs)


I am a/an (one descriptor) Multilingual Learner Teacher


Template 2, Diamante Poem

Title:_____
Line 1: Multilingual Learners (1 subject/noun) 
Line 2: 4 adjectives that describe line 1 
Line 3: 6 -ing words that relate to line 1 
Line 4: 7 nouns/concepts that relate to line 1
Line 5: 6 -ing words that relate to what you do as a teacher of MLLs 
Line 6: 4 adjectives that describe your teaching of MLLs
Line 7: Multilingual Learners (1 subject/noun)
 
Adapted from: Lewis, Tynea. "Templates and Examples of Structured Poem Forms." Family Friend Poems, 31 Mar. 2016, www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/article-write-a-structured-poem
 



Come to class ready to perform and celebrate with your peers all that you have learned at the end of the semester!
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