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Resource Key Focus Areas
· Opportunities for Candidates to Acquire, Practice and Demonstrate Skills
· Shifts to Programmatic Alignment with ELPAC
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Resource Description and Timing for Use
This resource is designed to be used by an Educator Preparation Program as it is working on its alignment with the Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria (ELPAC).  It is also helpful when a program is redesigning courses and checking for coherence across courses. Other uses are in coordinating what concepts and skills should be taught in courses that involve literacy as well as in identifying what levels of teacher candidate competence (introduce, practice, demonstrate) are addressed.  This document can also evaluate a teacher candidate's learning across the preparation program.  All faculty, including administrators, instructors, and supervisors can use this resource to promote alignment. This spreadsheet shows a crosswalk between the SEI indicators in the 2024 Professional Standards for Teachers (see Appendix B) and the course content in Literacy Foundations courses in a teacher preparation program.  This resource gives an example of a completed crosswalk as well as a link to a blank crosswalk form. 
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Resource Alignment and Context 
Proficiency Level: Introduce, Practice, Demonstrate 

Alignment to Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria: 
· INS.A.2., INS.B.1.c-e., INS.B.2.e., INS.C.2.d., INS.C.3.g., INS.C.4.e., INS.D.4.d., INS.E.3.a., INS.3.4.a., INS.D.5.a. 
· FBE.A.2. FBE.B

Alignment to Mass Literacy: 
· Students Experiencing Reading Difficulties
· Equity in Early Literacy


Disclaimer: The literary works, curricular material and references in this resource were provided, as examples, by the authors and contributors to the resource, independent of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).  Their inclusion in the resource does not imply endorsement by DESE.

Contributor: Rachel Kramer Theodorou, Brandeis University Education Program
Date Posted: December 2025


Note: This resource was submitted for inclusion in the Evidence-Based Early Literacy Professional Learning Resource Hub. It is intended to serve as a reference and source of guidance for Educator Preparation Programs as they implement the Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria. While it reflects one approach, users should adapt its content to fit the specific context and needs of their own institutions.
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