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Resource Key Focus Areas
· Evidence-based Content Knowledge
· Vocabulary
· Opportunities for Candidates to Acquire, Practice and Demonstrate Skills
· Shifts to Programmatic Alignment with ELPAC
· Training of Program Supervisors and Supervising Practitioners
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Resource Description and Timing for Use
This brief and infographic, compiled by the National Center for Improving Literacy (NCIL), highlights the importance of explicit vocabulary instruction as part of intensifying reading instruction, with a focus on what to teach and how to teach it. It explains vocabulary and why it is important, how students learn vocabulary, the steps in specific word instruction, and provides a sample routine for teaching specific vocabulary words.  In keeping with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s vision, instruction in vocabulary should also center on the needs of diverse learners, including multilingual learners.

The brief and infographic can be used with pre-service candidates, before and during the practicum semesters, to help them plan and deliver explicit vocabulary instruction to students.
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Resource Alignment and Context 
Proficiency Level: Introduce and Practice

Alignment to Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria: 
· INS.B.1.b., INS.B.2.a., INS.B.2.d.
· INS.D.1.a.

Alignment to Mass Literacy: 
· Skills for Early Reading: Vocabulary and morphology
· Equity in Early Literacy



Disclaimer: The literary works, curricular material and references in this resource were provided, as examples, by the authors and contributors to the resource, independent of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).  Their inclusion in the resource does not imply endorsement by DESE.
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Note: This resource was identified by the NCIL for inclusion in the Early Literacy Resource Hub and is intended to serve as a reference and source of guidance for educator preparation programs as they implement the Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria. While it reflects one approach, users should adapt its content to fit the specific context and needs of their own institutions.
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