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[bookmark: _6b19m266ewjo]Overview: Choosing Texts to Support Oral Language in PreK-K Classrooms (Sample Assignment)

Resource Key Focus Areas
· Evidence-based Content Knowledge
· Oral Language
· Vocabulary
· Opportunities for Candidates to Acquire, Practice and Demonstrate Skills
· Shifts to Programmatic Alignment with ELPAC
· Field-based Experiences
[bookmark: _96f7xc5p2cp8]
[bookmark: _73eikdx1lfn8]
[bookmark: _ei596ba87ump]Resource Description and Timing for Use
This assignment provides teacher candidates with an evidence-based framework for selecting high-quality children’s books to read aloud to develop the oral language skills of  young children in PreK-K classrooms. Using the article by Whorrel and Cabell (2016), Supporting Children’s Oral Language Development in the Preschool Classroom, teacher candidates read exemplar picture books that have ample opportunities for children to respond to text-based questions and class discussions, using rich language and complex situations while at the same time having topics that appeal to children’s interests. Teacher candidates then select recently published children’s books that meet the same criteria and which also meet the cultural and linguistic needs of the children in their pre-practicum or practicum placements. While the assignment focuses on PreK-K students, the same framework for selection of high quality read aloud texts can be applied to other elementary grades.

[bookmark: _w7nmv3hexba0]Resource Alignment and Context 
Proficiency Level: Introduce, Practice and Demonstrate
Alignment to Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria:  
· INS.A.1.a-c, INS.A.2., INS.A.3, INS.A.4.
· INS.B.1., INS.B.2.
· INS.D.1., INS.D.2., INS.D.3., INS.D.4., INS.D.5.
· FBE.B.

Alignment to Mass Literacy:
· Components of the Core Literacy Block
· Oral Language
· Skills for Early Reading 
· Equity in Early Literacy

Disclaimer: The literary works, curricular material and references in this resource were provided, as examples, by the authors and contributors to the resource, independent of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).  Their inclusion in the resource does not imply endorsement by DESE.
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Note: This resource was submitted for inclusion in the Evidence-Based Early Literacy Professional Learning Resource Hub. It is intended to serve as a reference and source of guidance for Educator Preparation Programs as they implement the Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria. While it reflects one approach, users should adapt its content to fit the specific context and needs of their own institutions.
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Choosing Texts to Support Oral Language in PreK-K Classrooms (Sample Assignment)
 
[bookmark: _usvftrxjqpo4]Assignment Overview:
An evidence-based way to develop vocabulary and oral language skills in young children is through the careful choice of children’s books for use during read-alouds.  The books need to have ample opportunities for children to respond to text-based questions and class discussions that use rich language and complex situations while at the same time having topics that appeal to children’s interests. Whorrel and Cabell (2016), in their article Supporting Children’s Oral Language Development in the Preschool Classroom give several examples of  book titles that develop vocabulary and oral language in young (PreK-K) children. 

Since the article was published there have been many high-quality children's books published. For this assignment you will select between 8-10 recent (published in the last 10 years) different books for read-alouds in a PreK or Kindergarten classroom. As in the article, the  books must fulfill the criteria of having either sophisticated vocabulary, cognitively challenging topics or an appeal to children’s interests.

[bookmark: _md6a7ss4zz1g]Policy regarding the use of AI for this assignment:
Since writing, analytical, and critical thinking skills are part of the learning outcomes of this assignment, it is expected that all work students submit for this assignment will be their own. Additionally, students are not allowed to use any generative artificial intelligence tools (e.g. ChatGPT or Dall-E 2) at any stages of the work process, including preliminary ones. AI-generated submissions are not permitted and will be considered as plagiarism.  Adapted from a statement prepared by Tufts University.

[bookmark: _vgs4rkpu2r5]
[bookmark: _xiq217pabq42]
[bookmark: _uceba252588c]Assignment Procedure:

· Critically read the following article making sure to note the characteristics of high-quality books.
Whorrall, J., & Cabell, S. Q. (2016). Supporting Children’s Oral Language Development in the Preschool Classroom. Early Childhood Education Journal, 44(4), 335–341. 

· Make sure to read at least 3 of the books mentioned in the article (one from each category).
· Note: these children’s books are available in the college library on the Hold Shelf, or can be checked out from your local library.






	  Sophisticated Vocabulary
	  Cognitively Challenging
	  Children’s Interests

	[bookmark: _p7h22794c9tz]Gregory the Terrible Eater by Mitchell Sharma  
[bookmark: _qmojpti8uhjq](terrible, fussy, evening)
	[bookmark: _trhblie4ify7]The Way I Act by Steve Metzger
[bookmark: _3j1aq95wjvlo](bravery and compassion)
	[bookmark: _s5lfanizdsxh]Mr. Brown Can Moo, Can You by Dr. Seuss
[bookmark: _k2qqfjwrfi8m] (animals and animal sounds)

	[bookmark: _u9h082ay8hw9]Moonbears Shadow by Frank Asch 
[bookmark: _qr4r9gkx08wx](shadow, catch, cliff)
	[bookmark: _ljcvuqy9a7if]Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon by PattyLovell 
[bookmark: _4zuoyuvs3l2v](bullying, being unique)
	[bookmark: _ugnwwssmcw4z]I Like Bugs by Margaret Wise Brown 
[bookmark: _gr6bx89j0fvf](rhyming words and insects)

	[bookmark: _extkmfx1vapk]Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
[bookmark: _muqj7hv9nhm0](mischief, awful, wild)
	[bookmark: _6i9fqh48z33p]The Very Hungry Caterpillar By Eric Carle 
[bookmark: _vo1di761151e](Life cycle of a butterfly)
	[bookmark: _80yty8mbeafh]The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats
[bookmark: _d4l59agzug5a](snow and outdoor play)

	The Wolf’s Chicken Stew by Keiko Kasza
[bookmark: _nv9nqeshpt5n](scrumptious, search, stew, prey)
	[bookmark: _he2rwzdjw77p]If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff 
[bookmark: _e7xbbvig84rt](consequences)
	[bookmark: _bllz4k2q4yx1]Ms. Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten by Joseph Slate 
[bookmark: _w6vyprqe7k5v](starting school and surprises)

	Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin
[bookmark: _xtkfw7r2u41z] (emergency, demand, furious)
	The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister
[bookmark: _hwtlioypl50b](friendship and sharing)
	I Stink! by Kate and Jim McMullen 
[bookmark: _pbzcns6oenmx](trucks and funny pictures)




· You will then find and read a selection of children’s books, suitable for students in PreK or Kindergarten, all of which have been published in the last 10 years.
· While this critical framework can be used to assess any children’s book for a read-aloud, selecting recent titles, published in the last 10 years, gives you an opportunity to familiarize yourself with recent publications. 
· NOTE: there is a selection of recent children’s books in the college library, reserved at the reference desk for this assignment.  You can also visit your local library to make your own selection of high-quality books.  Another option is to ask your Supervising Practitioner or the librarian in your practicum placement for suggestions.
· Using the same criteria for selection and the same format for presentation as in the article, select 8 - 10 books for reading aloud in a PreK-K classroom.
· You need to have at least 2 books per category.
· Your written submission for this assignment must include the following:
1. A one-page statement, in your own words, as to why it is important to have high-quality, complex texts for read-alouds to young children.
2. A completed chart that includes 8–10 titles, with at least two titles in each of the following categories: Sophisticated Vocabulary, Cognitively Challenging, and Children’s Interest.
a. The book selection needs to have the title, author, illustrator if applicable and the year of publication.
b. Justifications/examples for each book to be written in parentheses as in the article.
3. A one-to-two page reflection or plan for a read aloud.  
a. If you have had a chance to read one of the titles in your practicum placement, provide a reflection on the read-aloud session, noting the effectiveness of the instruction as well as considerations for the culturally and linguistically sustaining characteristics of the title for the students.
b. [bookmark: _ptrev6g4s6xt]If you have not had a chance to read one of the titles you selected, your reflection should note the ways in which the titles you have chosen present opportunities for culturally and linguistically sustaining experiences for students. 
[bookmark: _pcxuy6ekarxh]
[bookmark: _3sxyqdjh5lcz]Assignment Grading:
The assignment will be graded according to the following criteria:
· All sections completed, edited and proof-read to ensure no spelling or grammatical errors and turned in by the due date (5 points)
· Your statement explaining why high-quality texts for read-alouds are important for a young child’s literacy development (10 points)
· Your selection of 8 - 10 recently published, appropriate titles that exemplify sophisticated vocabulary, cognitive challenge and interest for young children, presented in tabular form with justifications and/or examples (20 points)
· Your reflection, either from an actual read-aloud experience or from an analysis of the chosen titles, noting how the book(s) you selected provide opportunities for culturally and linguistically sustaining experiences for young children. (15 points)
[bookmark: _lmfmliejw98s]Note: This resource was submitted for inclusion in the Evidence-Based Early Literacy Professional Learning Resource Hub. It is intended to serve as a reference and source of guidance for Educator Preparation Programs as they implement the Early Literacy Program Approval Criteria. While it reflects one approach, users should adapt its content to fit the specific context and needs of their own institutions.[image: decorative]
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