Responses to questions regarding FY27 Multilingual Learner Grants
FC0181 Increasing Access to Dual Language Bilingual Education 
FC0182 Strengthening ESL Programming and Services, 
FC0189 Proficiency Outcomes in World Languages

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Applications for all grants are due Friday, August 28th by 5:00 pm. Competitive grant applications are not considered submitted until the Superintendent / Chief Executive approves the grant application in GEM$. In order to be considered for competitive funding, the Superintendent/Chief Executive MUST approve the application in GEM$ by 5:00 pm on August 28th.
General Questions
Question: Can a district apply for more than one of these grants?
Response: Yes! Districts may apply for any or all of these funding opportunities.
Question: Can districts partner with other districts for both the bilingual hub 181 goal 2 and ESL hub 182 goal 2? Or do they need to choose either 181 or 182?
Response: You can apply for both. 

Question: Are previous awardees eligible to apply?
Response: Yes.
Question: What is the maximum grant request? Is there a limit to how much funding we can request?
Response: There is no application cap on any goal for the FC0181 or FC0182. You may apply for any amount you feel is necessary to achieve your goal, but please understand that these are competitive grants and we do not guarantee funding of any application. You may receive partial funding or no funding at all.
The FC0189 does have funding guidelines which you can access in GEM$ or view a summary of in the FY27 Competitive Grants Webinar presentation.
Question: What schools/districts are included in the Strategic Transformation Region?
Response: The Strategic Transformation Region includes:
· Lawrence Public Schools
· Southbridge Public Schools
· Holyoke Public Schools
· Springfield Empowerment Zone Partnership 

Question: My district isn’t in the Strategic Transformation Region and/or doesn’t have a very large number of ELs, is it worth applying?
Response: While priority is given to STR and districts with larger number of ELs, all proposals are considered and smaller districts who submit strong proposals may be awarded. Please carefully review all the requirements and priorities for each goal you’re interested in applying for.

Question: “Several districts have contacted our IHE to provide services related to the FC0181 and FC0182 grants, is it okay for us to partner with multiple applicants?”
Response: Yes, one IHE may be included as partner in multiple applications.
Question: When will grant funding be available?  
Response: We can never say with certainty when funding will be available, but we hope for a start date of 10/1/2026.
FC0181 Questions
Question: “We’re planning to start a DLBE program at a new school or in a new language and I’m not sure whether to apply for Goal 1a or Goal 1b.”  
Response: Applicants for Goal 1a must NOT have an existing DLBE program. If your district has an existing DLBE program you should apply for Goal 1b.
Question: Would you consider submissions to form a Dual language Work-Based Learning program? We are an alternative high school serving over-age under-credited students, many of whom are SLIFE and work. We are building out our WBL programing this year and have a vision for this being a bilingual experience. 
Response: Individual schools within districts aren’t eligible for these grants, but if your organization is a district and eligible to apply we would consider a work-based learning program IF the intended outcome of the program is a high school diploma. 

Question: Is it worth applying for this grant if there are fewer than 50 Els in our district
Response: Applicants for Goal 1a and 1b must demonstrate demographics conducive to launching or expanding a DLBE program; a critical mass of students with a common language, and for Goal 1a at least 20 ELs in the target school and grade level. 
For Goal 2 districts are strongly encouraged to apply in partnership with other districts so that the largest number of ELs can be served.
Question: My district has been working with MABE this past year, engaged in district level visioning through Sembrando Raices and will be completing La Siembra in October with our early learning center administration - can we apply for 181 a. to continue to plan for this new program even it is one year away?
Response: Yes, if the district doesn’t already have a DLBE program in place, you should apply for Goal 1a.
Question: Can you apply for Goal 2 if you don’t have a Dual Language Bilingual Education program implemented yet?
Response: You may apply for Goal 2 if you can demonstrate that you have a bilingual program in development, but if that is the case we strongly encourage you to apply for Goal 1a as well.

Question: Should Affidavits of Understanding for Goal 1 or Participation for Goal 2 be on district letterhead? Do they require wet signatures?
Response: The Affidavits do not need to be on district letterhead; forms are provided in GEM$. Both wet and electronic signatures will be accepted. 

Question: Do we need a university backing to be able to apply for Goal 2? Or can districts establish their own "hub"?
Response: Applicants must apply in partnership with an Institute of Higher Education for Goal 2.
Question: Are districts required to partner with another district for goal 2?
Response: Districts are only required to partner with an IHE but are strongly encouraged to partner with other districts as well.
Question: Can we partner with more than one institution of higher education to allow choice of program for our candidates?  
Response: There’s nothing that would disallow this, if the expense can be justified.
Question: Would Goal 2 be applicable for bilingual school psychologists or is it mainly focused on teachers? 
Response: Because our funds are limited and our goal is to remove barriers to DLBE programs our focus is on teachers.

FC0182 Questions
Question: Are the dates and times for the cohort convening available? I only want to apply if staff is available. 
Response: The cohort schedule will be finalized in September. Sessions are expected to be held virtually(zoom) from 4:00–5:00 p.m., October through June. 

Question: Can Goal 1 funds be used to pay for a DESE-approved PD consultant to help coach/guide the team working on curriculum?
Response: This use of funds could be approved provided sufficient justification.
Question: Our school is considering developing our own high-quality ESL curriculum. The employee who would do the work would not receive a stipend - the work would simply be a part of their salaried role. In this case, could grant funds go towards their salary, then? 
Response: No. Grant funds may support stipends for work performed beyond contractual responsibilities but may not be used to pay an employee's regular salary. 
Question: Are we required to have participation beyond our ESL teams and district leads for our ESL curriculum team?  
Response: There is no requirement that districts include participants beyond their ESL team and district leadership. Districts should determine the membership of their curriculum team based on their local context, expertise, and implementation needs. 

Question: Is there a suggested material/curriculum guide?
Response: DESE encourages districts to use the High-Quality English as a Second Language Instructional Materials (HQIM-NGESL) Review Process and the ESL Curriculum Review Rubric to evaluate whether instructional materials meet expectations for high-quality ESL instruction. 
curriculum-review-rubric.docx 

Question: Are we able to choose 1A - review in the fall and then purchase and start to implement in the Spring. 
Response: Yes. Districts may determine their own purchasing timeline. However, all awardees are expected to fully participate in the cohort and submit a completed implementation plan by June 2027. 

Question: As a team we participated in the NGESL modules on our own and have evidence, schedules, materials debrief slides and notes as evidence. We are working on what I think would fall under 1B - we are in year 2. Would we apply for 1B or because it’s in progress apply for 1C? I think technical assistance would be the best fit for where we are. What would you suggest we apply for? 1B or 1C?
Response: The appropriate objective depends on your district's current stage of HQIM implementation, as reflected in the district's HQIM implementation plan collaboratively developed through the NGESL Curriculum Design Modules.  
· If your district is still developing or adapting ESL curriculum materials for specific grade spans and/or English language proficiency levels, Objective 1B is the appropriate fit.  
· If your district has already adopted or developed a comprehensive ESL curriculum and is now focused on implementation, monitoring, and strengthening instructional practice through technical assistance, Objective 1C is the appropriate fit. 
 
Districts should review the requirements for each objective and select the one that most accurately reflects their current stage of work. 

Question: As a result of the TFM we completed last year, my district participated in the NGESL sessions last year and have been working on our MCU to update them and increase rigor. I would love technical assistance to roll out the units as they are updated throughout the year. That seems like the next step to me. Am I correct? 
Response: The ESL Model Curriculum Units (MCUs) are intended as a modeling resource rather than a complete ESL curriculum. If your district is still developing curriculum materials for specific grade spans or proficiency levels, apply for Objective 1B. If your district has completed adoption or development of its ESL curriculum and is seeking implementation support, monitoring, and technical assistance, apply for Goal 1C. 

Question: For goal 1c, what other documentation is required to be shown to be eligible for implementation (i.e., District work on the selection of the curriculum)?
Response: Applicants for 1c should demonstrate that they have adopted or developed high-quality ESL curriculum materials aligned to DESE's Next Generation ESL rubric and toolkit and describe a plan for supporting educators' implementation of these materials. For more details see the application in GEM$.

Question: We had a district team participate in the facilitated NGESL cohort last school year and as a result, our high school ESL program is piloting the next level of Nat Geo curriculum that we reviewed. Would we be eligible for Goal 1C to support the teacher this school year? We will likely adopt the curriculum for this particular high school intermediate ESL class. 
Response: Yes. Districts that have recently adopted or developed a new ESL curriculum and previously participated in the facilitated cohort are eligible to apply for Objective 1C (Implement and Monitor) to support implementation and monitoring activities. 

Question: Affidavits of Understanding for Goal 1 or Participation in Goal 2 be on district letterhead? Do they require a wet signature?
Response: The Affidavits do not need to be on district letterhead; forms are provided in GEM$. Both wet and electronic signatures will be accepted. 

Question: Are districts required to partner with another district for goal 2, or only an IHE?
Response: Districts are only required to partner with an IHE but are strongly encouraged to partner with other districts as well.
Question: Do we need a university backing to be able to apply for Goal 2? Or can districts establish their own "hub"?
Response: Applicants must apply in partnership with an Institute of Higher Education for Goal 2.
Question: How can we define what programs or professional development are approved for Goal 2? For example, if a certificate program leads to a Teaching English Learners endorsement in MA, does this suffice?
Response: No, the purpose of Goal 2 is to fund programs that result in ESL Licensure. 
Question: Can Goal 2 funding be used for teachers to attain an additional ESL Masters if they already have ex elementary or secondary masters? Can the funding be used towards a MAT plus one ESL?  The biggest leak in the teacher pipeline is at the Bachelors level, and this would be a HUGE incentive for our high school students to pursue teaching if they could get a bachelors plus masters in 5 years.
Response: The funding can be used toward PD that directly leads to ESL licensure. That PD may be part of a Bachelor’s or Master’s program, but this funding cannot be used toward any aspect of the program that does not lead directly to ESL licensure.

FC0189 Questions
Question: How many people should comprise the team/local advisory committee?
Response: The Department does not prescribe the number. Submissions will be scored based on the thoroughness of consideration of the team and their ability to equitably serve all students.

Question: Is the expectation that we will assess all students, or a representative sample?
Response: Districts receiving funds under FC189 will commit to assessing representative samples of students at various milestones. Districts will identify their assessment plan in the application, and responses will be scored based on how equitable and representative that data sample is likely to be.
Question: What if a district currently has current measurements in place to test particular modes at particular milestones. E.g. Grade 10 tests interpretive listening, grade 11 remaining modes, grade 12 retesting in modes in which students haven't received the intermediate high target? Is that 3 milestones? 
Response: This project is seeking to find where students are across the 4 domains. Partial testing as proposed would not be considered, since the data would not be useful to the long-term project
Question: Would the grant cover funding for a consultant to help with the process?
Response: No. The Department has already secured a partner to provide district support as part of the statewide World Languages Advisory Team.
Question: Is there a breakdown of how many assessments can be ordered at the $25 price point? Is there a maximum or recommended number of students to test?
Response: FC 189 does not prescribe a minimum or maximum amount of assessments to be purchased. Districts present their assessment plan in the application.
Question: Do we purchase the assessments from specific DESE vendors?
Response: Additional competitive priority will be given to applicants that equitably and effectively implement high-quality WL assessments which provide scores clearly aligned to proficiency levels (AAPPL, STAMP, or ALIRA).
Question: Since this is a multi-year commitment, will there be funding available for assessments in future years, or will we need to re-apply?
Response: Future year funding is not guaranteed, you will need to reapply.
Question: We would like to present at network meetings, but sometimes the dates conflict with a major school-based event (like graduation). Can an alternate date/time be considered?
Response: In the event of this sort of conflict an alternate date/time can be considered.
Question: Will the FC0189 support instructional materials for World Language/Dual language programs this year? Or is it just for assessments and stipends for data teams?
Answer: The FY27 FC0189 will not provide funding for instructional materials.

Question: Is there any funding for language progressional development for world language/heritage teachers?
Answer: The FY27 FC0189 will not provide funding for professional development.

GEM$ Questions:
Question: I don’t see the grant in GEM$, can you give me access? 
Response: Rather than searching for the grant please click on “Funding” on the left-hand menu. If you still don’t see the grant you’re looking for please click on “Address Book” to learn who your User Access Administrator is, then contact them and ask to be assigned as a grant writer for that grant. 
Question: Can IHE and other out of district partners be given access to these grants in GEM$?
Response: At the district’s discretion, the district’s User Access Administrator(s) may add out of district partners in either LEA Data View (view only access) or Grant Writer (edit access) roles. 
