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Students typically enter Dual Language Bilingual Education (DLBE) programs at the Kindergarten or 1st grade level. However, allowing new students to enroll at upper grade levels can extend the benefits of DLBE to more students as well as mitigate the negative programmatic and financial effects of occasional attrition. Districts must carefully consider the entry criteria and their readiness to support new students entering after grade 1. Using an entry assessment protocol in both program languages to identify students at grade 2 and up as potential candidates is best practice. 
Entry Assessments in English and Partner Language for New Students 
· Elementary (K-1): requires only Oral Language Assessment. 
· Elementary (2-5), Middle School (6-8), and High School (9-12): require Oral Language Assessment, Reading Assessment, and Writing Assessment. 
Please note the following: 
· In grades K-1, oral proficiency assessments are not eligibility criteria. Instead, these scores should be used to inform instruction and to distinguish the student populations to be served.
· After grade 1, district teams can determine which oral and literacy proficiency scores in each language qualify for eligibility in order to ensure student success in the program. 
· These scores should be used holistically and flexibly, in conjunction with student/family interviews and previous school records (if available). 
· Districts should also remember that students from a variety of backgrounds, including those with disabilities, can be successful in DLBE with the right supports. 
· Priority for enrollment should be reserved  for students designated as English Learners across the grade levels.


CONSIDERATIONS FOR LATE DLBE ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT PROFILE
· Newcomer Considerations: 
· Elementary (2-5): Intensive ESL supports, particularly for grades 3-5 
· Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12): Intensive ESL supports and English language demands for content classes
· Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE) Considerations: 
· Elementary (2-5): Intensive ESL supports and foundational skill supports in home language
· Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12): Same as Elementary and possible participation in DLBE and/or foundational classes designed for SLIFE
· Heritage Learners Considerations: 
· Elementary (2-5): Intensive target language support with further considerations (level of English literacy and level of support in content classes taught in the target language) 
· Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12): Intensive target language support that take into account student motivation and requirements (English proficiency at or above grade level and orally highly proficient in the target language) 
· Non-English Learner Non-Heritage Learner (English Monolingual Background) Considerations: 
· Elementary (2-5): Appropriate only for enrollment in grade 2 and involves intensive target language support
· Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12): Not appropriate for enrollment 




