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“What should good student writing
. at this grade level look like?”

© The answer lies in the writing itself.

The Writing Standards in Action
. Project uses high quality student
writing samples to illustrate
what performance to grade level
standards looks like—in action.
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Background Information

Writing Sample Title:

Text Type and Purpose:

Grade level/Content area:

Type of Assignment:
Standards Addressed:

Highlights:

Legos

Opinion

Grade 1 English Language Arts
Opinion Essay

(W.1.1), (W.1.5), (L.1.1), (L.1.2), (L.1.6)

See descriptions of these standards
in the right column of the next page.

This sample of student work meets grade level standards.
It demonstrates the following attributes of effective writing.

The sample:

* Presents a clear opinion in an effective introduction

+ Supplies reasons and relevant details to support the opinion

+ Transitions effectively from one reason to another

+ Provides a concluding statement to reinforce the opinion

« Demonstrates evidence of revision

+ Indicates an emerging ability to create a variety of

sentence types

+ Shows evidence of careful word choice

+ Includes plausible phonetic spellings of challenging words

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Writing Standards in Action Project
www.doe.mass.edu/candi/wsa
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CONTINUED }

FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

STANDARDS-BASED COMMENTARY

The student writing sample that follows
includes standards-based commentary.
The commentary describes how
combinations of writing and drawing

meet the standards in the Massachusetts
Curriculum Framework for English
Language Arts and Literacy (2017) and
other content frameworks when applicable.

About This Sample

lllustrations and text are shown on
panels as the writer arranged them.
Relevant standards and standards-based
commentary are provided beneath each
of the panels that follow.

Conventional spelling is provided next to
each panel, along with the text “as written”
by the student.

Understanding the
Standards-Based Commentary

- Grade-specific standards addressed
are listed by: strand, grade, and
number (or number and letter, where
applicable) below the illustration and
text in each panel that follows.

+ Standards-based commentary is
provided beneath standards listed in
each panel.

+ Each panel has a letter code:

PANEL: (A

+ Standards and related commentary
for each panel are identified by
corresponding letter-coded arrows,
with a different number for each
example:

EXAMPLE:

+ Panels may contain more than
one example of a cited standard.
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GRADES  [RAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Background Information Massachusetts Curriculum Framework

for ELA and Literacy (2017)

Instructional Practices:
Unknown

Assignment Description:
Unknown

Intended Audience:
Teacher, classmates, family

Time:
Unknown

Writing Process:
Unknown

Materials:
Unknown

In this sample...

The writer introduces a clear opinion and develops it with carefully linked

reasons and pertinent details. Notwithstanding difficulties with letter

formation and spelling, the writer demonstrates growing command of

the conventions of standard English. Careful word choice, a variety of

sentence types, and a purposeful concluding statement reinforce the

writer’s persuasive purpose.

Please note:

The samples may contain inaccuracies in
wording and content or shortcomings in the
use of standard English conventions.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Writing Standards in Action Project
www.doe.mass.edu/candi/wsa
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END OF BACKGROUND

Writing Standards:

Grade 1, Standard 1 (W.1.1)

Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
name the book they are writing about, state an
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

EXAMPLES:
Panels u E‘ B E B B

Writing Standards:

Grade 1, Standard 5 (W.1.5)

With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions and
suggestions from peers, and add details to
strengthen writing as needed.

EXAMPLES:
Panels B E B

Language Standards:
Grade 1, Standard 1 (L.1.1)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking; retain and further develop
language skills learned in previous grades.

EXAMPLES:

Panels |1z

Language Standards:
Grade 1, Standard 2 (L.1.2)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

EXAMPLES:

raneis (3 ) 3 @

Language Standards:
Grade 1, Standard 6 (L.1.6)

Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, activities in the grade 1
curriculum, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions (e.g., because) to signal
simple relationships.

EXAMPLES:

ranes [ B E O
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FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

n n
Oplnlon Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

I3 Panel A (Title Page) m Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1
L WAL

Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
name the book they are writing about, state an
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

Examples: A1

Legos by [Writer’s Name]

. ) : A1 Commentary: The writer introduces the
Title as written: subject (LEGOS) that inspires the opinion

“LEGOS BY [Writer’s Name]” expressed in this essay.

@X  [Writer's Name]

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Writing Standards in Action Project
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GRADES  [RAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Oleon Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

[z} PanelB . Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1 N

Language. Grade 1, Standard1

o

Examples: B1
W.1.1
:  Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
Legos are great toys. Keep reading to find out why. i name the book they are writing about, state an
¢ opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

As written: AND
“LEgos are great toys. Keep readiNg to find out why.” L1.1
.1.1.a
Produce and expand simple and compound
sentences.

B1 Commentary: In an effective opening
statement, the writer uses a declarative
sentence to express a clear opinion (LEgos

are great toys.) and an imperative sentence to
encourage the reader to continue (Keep readiNg
to find out why.).

ILE‘jO > ol Vront

toys, KeeP peadiudit fing
Q L’L;{‘ . \/«'\ / L‘\X = .
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Opinion

FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

Panel C

Examples: C1, C2, C3

Legos are terrific toys. Because... you can build figures. You can
build different figures. You will need all kinds of pieces like legs,

heads, bodies, helmets, and hair. Put them together to make a figure.

As written:

“Legos are terrific toys. Because.... you cAN BiLD fiGYRS. you cAN BiLD
DiFReNt fiGYRS. you whiL NED alLl coiYNDs OF PYSES like LEgS HEDS
BotYS HELMEtS AND HAR. Put them toogEThER to MADE A FiGYR.”

Legos are TﬁQYI“FIC:TO\fﬁf?@C
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m Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1 znp
Writing. Grade 1, Standard 5

W.1.1

Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
name the book they are writing about, state an
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

AND

W.1.5

With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions and
suggestions from peers, and add details to
strengthen writing as needed.

C1 Commentary: The writer provides a clear
reason for the opinion (...you cAN BiLD fiGYRS.)
and develops that reason with relevant details
(vou cAN BILD DiFReNt fiGYRS. you whiL NED
aLl coiYNDs OF PYSES like LEgS HEDS BotYS
HELMEtS AND HAR. Put them toogEThER to
MADE A FiGYR.).

@ Language. Grade 1, Standard 6
L.1.6

Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, activities in the grade 1
curriculum, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions (e.g., because) to signal
simple relationships.
C2 Commentary: The writer signals the
relationship between the opinion (Legos are
terrific toys.) and a reason for the opinion with
an appropriate conjunction (Because... you cAN
BiLD fiGYRS.).

E Language. Grade 1, Standard 2
L.1.2.b
Use end punctuation for sentences.

C3 Commentary: The writer ends each sentence
with a period (...BiLD fiGYRS. ...DiFReNt
fiGYRS. ...MADE A FiGYR.).

WRITING SAMPLE AND COMMENTARY CONTINUE }
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FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Opinion Massachusetts Curriculum Framework

for ELA and Literacy (2017)

Panel D
D1, D2, D3

Examples:
One more reason Legos are so out of this world is you can build
structures. You can put the figures into the structure. And you can

move it around.

As written:

“One more ReasoN Legos are suo out of this whorLD is you CAN BiLD
StRoctSheRs. you CAN Put the FigyeRs iNTOO the StRoctShr. AND you
CAN MOQV it ARoWND.”

Vil of _ ﬁ

P £

| uv@gé Eh@({;{gg
Yo CAN Pt The Fi1d%eR
INTOO ﬂx@@rwﬁ |

ﬁ\:’lw e 'x \ E’o

/ \J\._]\-‘\__/"‘"‘E !\.k}(\\) N {’ _U ()\“\/r\/r\

m—@h

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Writing Standards in Action Project

www.doe.mass.edu/candi/wsa

Page 7 | SAMPLE B1-6 (Opinion—Opinion Essay)

Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1 5np
Writing. Grade 1, Standard 5

W.1.1

Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
name the book they are writing about, state an
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

AND
W.1.5

With guidance and support from adults, focus on
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers, and add details to strengthen writing
as needed.

D1 Commentary: The writer exceeds the
standard by furnishing an additional plausible
reason for the opinion (...you CAN BiLD
StRoctSheRs.) as well as details that clarify
the relationship between the reasons provided
thus far (you CAN Put the FigyeRs iNTOO the
StRoctShr.).

Language. Grade 1, Standard 6
L.1.6

Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, activities in the grade 1
curriculum, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions (e.g., because) to signal
simple relationships.

D2 Commentary: The writer links the second
reason to the stated opinion with a transitional
phrase (One more ReasoN...) and provides a
precise word to identify what Legos can build
(StRoctSheRs).

Language. Grade 1, Standard 2
L.1.2.f

Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on
phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

D3 Commentary: The writer provides
recognizable phonetic spellings for challenging
words (StRoctSheRs, FigyeRS).

WRITING SAMPLE AND COMMENTARY CONTINUE }
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FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Opinion Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

I3 Panel E : m Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1 5\p
: Language. Grade 1, Standard 6
Examples: E1, E2, E3
W.1.1
. : Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
Another reason Legos are so marvelous is because you have to put ©  name the book they are writing about, state an
them away when your mom says stop but... you can take them out opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
again and play with them to build more on them. Z:)I\D”de some sense of closure.
As written: L.1.6
“ANother Reason Legos oR so MORVOLOS is because you Have TO PuttheM  :  Use words and phrases acquired through
AWAY when your MOM ses stop but ... you cAN tAec theM out agai AND PLAY :  conversations, activities in the grade 1
with them To build more oN theM.” ¢ curriculum, reading and being read to, and

i responding to texts, including using frequently
....................................................................................................... OCCurring Conjunctions (e_g_, because) to Signal
:  simple relationships.

E1 Commentary: The writer provides a third
reason for the opinion (...you Have TO Put theM
AWAY when your MOM ses stop but ... you cAN
tAec theM out agai...) and links it to the opinion
with a transitional phrase (ANother Reason...).

@ Writing. Grade 1, Standard 5
W.1.5

With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions and

A suggestions from peers, and add details to
AN QCU&QTW E \/Q‘J i strengthen writing as needed.
I s : E2 Commentary: The writer revises the text to
\ i :
(f (‘D : QO y /\{\QQ\{O LO S‘ \ S_ : include additional information (...when your
s m W MOM ses stop...).
heranae YoUHINE)TOPu T [hem :

e . Youd Mom_Ces SLOD : B
4 . : Language. Grade 1, Standard 2
AN A > ?}QV\% 018 YO O AN Thec : L12f

T‘A oM OU.+ /;JG\ 0 (@ AN D ' ©  Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on

phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

P& A\ ‘.w y E,(\’\\ ’ﬁ/\\ ﬁ f\j\ T - L E3 Commentaw:Thg writerlprovidesa

recognizable phonetic spelling for a challenging
NVas AP /f\ - AN\

word (MORVOLOS).
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FRAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Opinion Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

{3 PanelF : m Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1 5\p
: Language. Grade 1, Standard 6
Examples: F1, F2, F3
W.1.1
L. . . : Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
The last reason Legos are fantastic is you can save the instructions ©  name the book they are writing about, state an
and if they fall apart you can put them together. opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
¢ provide some sense of closure.
As written: AND
“the LASt REason LEQOS Are fantaStic is you CAN SAVE the INStRocttioNs L.1.6

AND if thaY foL APARt you CAN Poot theM togAthr.” Use words and phrases acquired through

conversations, activities in the grade 1
curriculum, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions (e.g., because) to signal
simple relationships.

F1 Commentary: The writer provides a final
reason for the opinion (...you CAN SAVE the
INStRocttioNs...), and links it to the opinion with
a transitional phrase (the LASt REason LEgOS
Are fantaStic is...).

a Writing. Grade 1, Standard 5
W.1.5

With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions and
suggestions from peers, and add details to
strengthen writing as needed.

F2C : The writer revi he tex
LQ‘&\\/‘E’ T]’l@ ]: I\LS\TQ OC\L ‘f’l O/\f < inclugz':: gtffagtive?[ran;ﬁior?alS;:r;sz t(z?h; e
b,f‘ . : LASt REason LEGOS Are fantaStic is...).
AND (£ Thoy Lol A Ragtr
CAN Dool TheMto Bathy

B Language. Grade 1, Standard 2
L.1.2.f

Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on
phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

F3 Commentary: The writer spells a challenging
word correctly (fantastic) and provides a
recognizable phonetic spelling for another
(INStRocttioNs).

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Writing Standards in Action Project
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GRADES  [RAMEWORK / CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Opinion Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
for ELA and Literacy (2017)

B Panel G m Writing. Grade 1, Standard 1
Examples: G1, G2 W.1.1
: Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or
I hope you are convinced that Legos are the best. :  name the book they are writing about, state an

opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

As written: G1 Commentary: The writer provides a

“I hoPe you are convinced tHat Legos are the best.” persuasive closing statement (I hoPe you are
: convinced tHat Legos are the best.).

@ Language. Grade 1, Standard 6
L.1.6

....................................................................................................... i Use words and phrases acquired through

. conversations, activities in the grade 1
curriculum, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently
occurring conjunctions (e.g., because) to signal
simple relationships.

G2 Commentary: The writer uses persuasive
language (convinced) to describe the sample’s
intended effect.

”l%- | T
T hote You g loconvinced
“Hé][[?qf‘ L @%Oq- opo +he hos ¢,
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