
FY2026 MA Farming Reinforces Education and Student Health Fund Code: 0710

Funds Allocated: $485,445        (State & Federal)

Funds Requested: $1,401,325

Purpose: The purpose of this state and federally funded competitive grant program is to encourage National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and Child Adult Food Care Program (CACFP) sponsors to start or expand their capacity to grow or procure local food and educate students, teachers, school nutrition professionals and staff about the local food system. Furthermore, this grant seeks to connect food system education to the local community and to the availability of local foods served in school or early education meal programs.

Number of Proposals Received: 62
Number of Proposals Recommended: 21
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 41

Result of Funding: Funds will be used for, but are not limited to: (a) infrastructure and programming for curricular and extracurricular activities, such as school gardens, indoor hydroponic growing systems, culinary classes and farm field trips for students to learn about agriculture, nutrition, food literacy and the food system; (b) professional development for nutrition professionals to enhance school meal offerings; (c) professional development for educators to bring food literacy activities or curriculum to students and (d) kitchen equipment for preparing unprocessed or minimally processed local foods for school meals and snacks including, but not limited to, local, fresh produce, meats, seafood and dairy items.

	Recipients
	Amounts

	Andover Public School District
	$20,750

	Beverly Children’s Learning Centers
	$29,846

	Boys & Girls Club of Greater Westfield, Inc.
	$30,000

	Chicopee Public School District
	$9,858

	Collegiate Charter School of Lowell
	$28,987

	Easthampton Public School District
	$29,063

	Greater Lawrence Regional Vocational Technical
	$30,000

	Greater Lowell Family YMCA
	$17,645

	Innovation Academy Charter District
	$27,947

	ISA Dept of Youth Services
	$14,642

	Lowell Public School District
	$30,000

	Lowell Community Charter Public District
	$28,905

	Making Opportunity Count (MOC Childcare & Headstart Services)
	$14,792

	Merrimack Valley Young Men’s Christian Association, Inc
	$21,871

	Morris Professional Child Care Services, Inc.
	$3,000

	North Adams Public School District
	$30,000

	Old Rochester Public School District
	$30,000

	Revere Public School District
	$30,000

	Springfield Public School District
	$28,859

	The Salvation Army Massachusetts Division 
	$4,880

	Warwick Public School District
	$24,400

	Total State & Federal Funds
	$485,445



