Safe, Healthy, and Responsible Digital Life Grant Program
Key Grant Requirements and Expectations

Purpose
The purpose of this grant is to support eligible Massachusetts public school districts, charter schools, and educational collaboratives, in providing educators with support and resources to engage students with developmentally appropriate education and learning experiences focused on safe, responsible, and healthy social media use.
Funded projects should be implementation-ready and provide educators with support and resources to engage students with developmentally appropriate instruction or structured learning experiences during the grant period. Projects may serve elementary/primary, middle, and/or high school educators, students, and/or families.
Projects may address:
· safe, responsible, and healthy social media use and digital wellness;
· media and information literacy, including misinformation, AI-generated or manipulated content, and source credibility;
· privacy, security, digital footprints, cyberbullying, and online safety;
· responsible digital participation and communication; and
· educator and family capacity to support students’ digital lives.

Key Grant Requirements/Expectations
Funded applicants will be expected to meet all the following requirements during the grant period.
1. Identify a Grant Point of Contact
Each grantee must designate a primary point of contact responsible for coordinating implementation and communication related to the grant.
The point of contact should support:
· communication with DESE;
· coordination with the grantee’s fiscal staff to establish the vendor service agreement with DESE selected vendor for this grant.and process vendor invoices.
· communication with DESE-approved vendors;
· coordination of professional learning;
· maintenance of grant-related plans and implementation artifacts;
· coordination of required data collection and reporting; and
· communication across the implementation team.
2. Establish a Cross-Functional Grantee Implementation Team
Grantees must demonstrate coordination across relevant: 
· instructional functions; 
· student-support functions; 
· family-engagement functions; and 
· grants-management functions. 
Applicants must identify the staff who will support implementation of the grant. 
The implementation team must include staff whose roles are relevant to the grade levels, instructional content, professional learning, student supports, family engagement, fiscal management, and implementation activities proposed by the applicant.
3. Provide Developmentally Appropriate Student Instruction
Grantees must prepare educators and participating schools to provide developmentally appropriate instruction or structured learning experiences focused on safe, responsible, and healthy social media use. During the grant period, grantees must complete required professional learning, select appropriate high-quality instructional material (HQIM), and develop a concrete implementation plan. Grantees may begin providing student instruction during the grant period where local schedules and implementation readiness permit.
Instruction may address one or more of the following areas:
· digital wellness and healthy technology use;
· responsible social media participation and communication;
· media and information literacy;
· misinformation and AI-generated or manipulated content;
· evaluating source credibility;
· privacy and security;
· digital footprints;
· cyberbullying and online safety; and
· other related topics consistent with the purpose of the grant.
Planned instruction may serve elementary/primary, middle, and/or high school students.
4. Select Appropriate Curriculum and Instructional Resources
Grantees must select developmentally appropriate curriculum and instructional resources identified in the Massachusetts DLCS Curriculum Guide and/or CHPE Curriculum Guide. The content areas identified in this table reflect the alignment and curriculum information provided in those guides.
Only curriculum and instructional resources included on the DESE-approved list may be supported with grant funds.
Additional curricula and resources are under review and may become available for selection under this grant, by December 2026.
	Resource
	Grade span
	DLCS/CHPE guide-based findings

	CYBER.ORG Cybersecurity Basics
	K–2
3-5
	Addresses digital citizenship, safety and security, computing systems, and introductory artificial intelligence.

	Common Sense Education Digital Citizenship
	K–8
	Addresses safety and security, ethics and laws, and the interpersonal and societal effects of digital technology. Coverage varies by grade span.

	CodeHS MS Pathway: Exploring Digital Citizenship Unit
	6–8
	Addresses online safety, internet etiquette, ethical technology use, societal impacts, and selected research skills.

	CompTIA Digital Literacy Pro
	6–8
	Addresses digital tools, communication and collaboration, cybersecurity, digital citizenship, internet use, and selected research skills.

	Dove Confident Me
	6–8
	Addresses media and social-media influences on body image and self-esteem, appearance pressures, critical consideration of media messages, manipulated images, and strategies that support healthy development and body confidence.

	CodeHS Fundamentals of Cybersecurity: Module 1: Cybersecurity and You
	9–12
	Module 1 includes digital footprints and responsibility, personal data and security, and cyber ethics and laws.

	CYBER.ORG Cyber Society
	9–12
	Addresses cyber law, ethics, communications, business, societal effects, bias, community context, and research.

	PLTW Cybersecurity: Personal Security Unit
	9–12
	Addresses personal, system, and network security, cryptography, ethical behavior, and socially responsible technology use.



5. Participate in Required Professional Learning
Grantees must provide release time for relevant professional learning for educators and/or other personnel responsible for implementation of grant-funded activities.
Professional learning will be delivered by the DESE-approved vendor.
Grantees will be expected to:
· identify the educators and other personnel who will participate;
· provide release time, substitute coverage, stipends, or other allowable grant supports as necessary;
· ensure relevant staff participate in required professional learning; and
· use the knowledge, instructional practices, and resources introduced through professional learning to develop implementation plans, select or adapt instructional materials, prepare student learning experiences, and support other approved grant activities, as applicable.
6. Engage Families as Partners: optional
Family engagement is an optional bonus component of funded projects.
Grantees should provide meaningful opportunities for families to participate as partners in supporting students’ digital lives.
At a minimum, this option should include:
· opportunities for family input;
· at least one interactive family learning opportunity;
· accessible and multilingual family resources;
· two-way communication with families; and
· opportunities for families to provide feedback.
Family engagement should be integrated into project implementation rather than treated solely as a one-time communication activity. 
7. Provide Meaningful Opportunities for Student Voice and Leadership
Funded projects must include meaningful opportunities for student voice, leadership, and engagement.
Applicants should describe how students will participate in, inform, or contribute to implementation of the project.
The specific form of student participation may vary based on grade level and local project design.
8. Address Equity and Accessibility
Grantees must address equity and accessibility throughout project planning and implementation.
Applicants must describe how the proposed project will support:
· multilingual learners;
· students with disabilities; and
· other locally identified student populations.
Projects should provide students and families with accessible opportunities to participate in grant-funded instruction, professional learning-related activities, family engagement, and other grant components.
9. Demonstrate Implementation Readiness
Projects must be implementation-ready and capable of completing all required activities and allowable expenditures by June 30, 2027.
Applicants should demonstrate:
· capacity to begin implementation promptly following grant approval;
· appropriate staff and leadership support;
· an achievable implementation timeline;
· access to the personnel and resources necessary to complete the proposed work; and
· capacity to meet required professional learning, student engagement, and reporting expectations, and any optional family-engagement activities proposed in the application.
Projects centered solely on planning, purchasing materials, resource development, or one-time assemblies will not be prioritized for funding.
10. Participate in Reflection and Data Collection
Grantees must participate in required grant reflection and data-collection activities.
Grantees will be expected to collect and report information in the following areas:
· implementation data;
· participation data;
· family-engagement data;
· student-learning data, if applicable
· educator-feedback data; and
· expenditure data.
Grantees will be expected to cooperate with DESE and the DESE-approved vendor in completing required data-collection activities.
Allowable Fund Use  
The grant may be used for allowable implementation expenses, including:
· high-quality instructional materials, including curricula and other instructional resources;
· stipends for grant-related work conducted outside regular contracted hours;
· substitute costs necessary for participation in grant-related professional learning or implementation;
· student learning activities;
· family learning and engagement activities;
· accessible and multilingual resources; and
· other DESE-approved implementation costs necessary to complete the project by June 30, 2027.
Grant funds may not be used for:
· activities that are not directly related to the approved project;
· costs incurred before the grant start date or after June 30, 2027; or
· expenditures prohibited by applicable state or federal law, regulation, or DESE grant requirements.
Funding
Eligible applicants may apply for awards of up to $60,000.
Each award will include:
· A required $25,000 DESE-approved vendor set-aside for professional learning, reflection, and data-collection activities, as directed by DESE; and
· The remaining awarded funds for allowable grantee implementation expenses.
Vendor Set-Asides
Each grantee must use the required $25,000 set-aside to pay the DESE-approved vendor for professional learning, reflection, and data-collection services. The vendor will invoice each grantee directly. Each grantee is responsible for timely payments from its approved grant budget. The $25,000 set-aside is included in the grant award and is not additional funding
Applicants requesting less than $60,000 should account for the required $25,000 vendor set-aside when determining the amount requested for implementation expenses.Project PeriodUpon Approval – June 30, 2027

