
FY27 Civics Teaching and Learning Fund Use Details Fund Code 0598 Year 1 [FY27] July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027

This attachment provides full details about how civics education funds may be used. 
Note: The total funding amount listed in this RFP represents the maximum cumulative award an LEA may receive across both FY27 and FY28. This means the amount is not per year, but rather the combined ceiling for the entire two-year period. Year 2 funding is not guaranteed and is dependent on annual funding appropriation and continuation grant application approval. Applicants may request any portion of the maximum funding amount for Year 1. While applicants are encouraged to plan a two-year project, LEAs may propose a one-year project if it better aligns with their needs and capacity.
FY27 Civics Teaching and Learning Grant
This grant may fund projects within one or more of the following categories.

· [bookmark: _Int_02PhGx1p]Development, adoption and implementation, and/or purchase of curriculum intended to further students’ civic knowledge, skills, and dispositions at any grade level. Applicants are encouraged to build upon existing quality curricular resources and to incorporate frameworks that can build students’ conceptual knowledge. All curricular materials should be thoughtfully integrated if supplementing pre-existing curriculum. As LEAs select supplemental and/or core curriculum, they should ensure that materials chosen meet their expectations for high quality in areas such as standards alignment, classroom tasks and instruction and support for all students. LEAs should consult the HSS CURATE rubric, the information and recommendations in the K-12 History/Social Science Curricular Materials Guide, Investigating History, and their own review process in identifying materials to use.

· Professional development and/or collaborative planning for teachers and/or administrators focused on the implementation of curriculum materials, content knowledge, and/or pedagogical strategies related to the teaching of civic knowledge, skills, and dispositions in any grade level.

· Enrichment: Other learning activities designed to deepen students’ understanding of civics and connect it to local context. Potential activities include (but are not limited to): field trips to the State House, visits to local government offices, and after school opportunities. Experiential learning should be meaningfully connected to the curriculum and may not include out-of-state travel.

· Support for student-led civics projects, as required by Chapter 296 of the Acts of 2018 and described in the Civics Project Guidebook, in grade 8 and/or high school.
· Hosting of local civics project showcases and/or participation in a Massachusetts Regional Civics Project Showcase.

Fund use may include, but is not limited to:
· Stipends for teachers and administrators to participate in professional development or planning for work outside of contractual hours.

· Funds for substitute teachers to allow for educator participation in professional development.

· Purchasing curriculum/instructional materials and/or associated professional development to support implementation.

· Contracting with external partners, including non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education, and professional development providers.

· Student transportation and/or costs associated with special events or experiential learning opportunities

· Student transportation costs associated with hosting or participating in a local civics project showcase, student participation in a Massachusetts Civics Project Showcase, and/or experiential learning activities.

· Supplies associated with implementing the student-led civics project.

· Supplies, venue rental, and/or other costs associated with hosting a local civics project showcase.

Funding restrictions:
· No funds may be used toward out-of-state travel.
· No funds may be dedicated toward salaries.
· No funds may be used to purchase technology (e.g., Smart Boards, iPads).
· No funds may be used to cover indirect costs.

Future years of the Civics Teaching and Learning Grant
LEAs awarded the Civics Teaching and Learning Grant in FY27 will be able to apply for a continuation for FY28, pending funding availability. Continuation funding is not guaranteed. FY28 continuation funding is based on available funds and progress through civics education activities. If awarded a continuation grant, awardees will receive funding to support year 2 of the project proposed in FY27.
LEAs awarded the Civics Teaching and Learning Grant in FY27 will only be eligible for continuation funding in FY28 (pending appropriation). They will not be eligible to apply under the new FY28 competitive RFP. Contingent upon available funds, a new cohort of LEAs may be selected through the FY28 competitive RFP process.
