FY2027 Registered Teacher Apprenticeship Program (RTAP) Planning Year Grant
Fund Code: 221P

Funds Allocated: $250,000  (State)

Funds Requested: $250,000

Purpose: To support Massachusetts districts and eligible Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in designing and planning high-quality Registered Teacher Apprenticeship Programs (RTAP). This planning grant supports one year of strategic planning activities related to registered teacher apprenticeship program development, including but not limited to workforce needs assessments, program design, partnership development with educator preparation providers (EPPs), RTAP application development, recruitment planning, and development of sustainable, equitable registered teacher apprenticeships pathways into the teaching profession. The RTAP planning grant advances building a diverse and effective educator workforce, expanding access to teaching through cost-effective pathways, and strengthening job-embedded preparation in high-need licensure areas such as special education, ESL, early childhood, and STEM.

Number of Proposals Received: 24
Number of Proposals Recommended: 10 
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 14

Result of Funding: Selected districts showed strong readiness to move forward with planning in ways that align with DESE priorities. This includes strengthening the educator workforce, expanding clear and accessible pathways for aspiring teachers to enter the profession, and improving student outcomes. With this funding, districts will design Registered Teacher Apprenticeship Programs (RTAP) that create structured, job-embedded pathways for aspiring teachers to earn licensure while working, with the goal of launching RTAPs in by Fall 2027. These programs are designed to build a diverse and well-prepared educator pipeline, particularly in high-need areas such as special education, ESL, early childhood, and STEM. 

	Recipients
	Amounts

	Brockton
	$25,000

	Easton
	$25,000

	Holyoke
	$25,000

	Lawrence
	$25,000

	Newton
	$25,000

	Quincy
	$25,000

	Salem Academy Charter
	$25,000

	Spencer East Brookfield (Quabbin)
	$25,000

	Springfield
	$25,000

	Westfield (Chicopee, Granby, Hampden-Wilbraham, Greenfield, Hadley)
	$25,000

	Total State Funds
	$250,000



