DESE’S ‘Celebrate the Arts’ Conference 2026
Student Showcase Proposal PLANNING PAGE
!!!!!The conference proposal Submission Form does not allow users to save their work as they work. Therefore, applicants are highly encouraged to plan their proposals using this worksheet prior to initiating their submissions.

For those submitting for both opportunities (Workshop Sessions and Student Showcases), separate applications are required. This planning page supports the preparation of a Workshop Session Proposal.

Word Template Planning Sheet

Components of the Submission Form
Showcase Title and Description will be shared at the event. Additional information shared with conference attendees includes educator(s), student first names and last initials, grade levels/courses, school and/or district.

Discipline:
___ Dance
___ Media Arts
___ Music
___ Theatre
___ Visual Arts

Educator Contact Information:
This person will serve as the primary point of contact for this proposal.
First Name:
Last Name:
Role:
Organization:
Work Email (Required):
Work Email Confirmation:
Alternate Email (Required):
Alternate Email Confirmation:
Additional Educator(s) Information (optional)
List First and Last Name(s), Role(s), Organization(s), Work Email(s) for any additional individuals responsible for this showcase. Note: Chaperones do not need to be listed at this time.
Type here.

Showcase Title 
(Seven words or less.) Create a descriptive yet engaging title so conference attendees can recognize immediately what your showcase will entail.
Type here.

Showcase Description 
Descriptions should not exceed 200 words in length. This information will be shared with conference attendees by DESE.
Type here.

Proposal Narrative Information 
Tell DESE what makes your proposal unique and desirable by providing a brief overview of your showcase, especially how it centers artistic intent and aligns to the Arts Curriculum Framework. Be sure to include specifics of what students are demonstrating about their learning in the arts (artistic literacy through clearly articulated arts standards). 
· For visual arts, provide dimensions of each student’s artwork including its mat and/or frame. 
· For performance pieces, provide the length of each song, and total performance time, etc. Provide an anticipated number of students involved. A list of student performers will need to be finalized with DESE as the conference nears, and additional details will follow. 
Narratives should not exceed 3-5 paragraphs in length.
Type here.

Set-up Needs
Please describe the set-up needs of your showcase. Include typical AV requirements. Note that this information does not in any way have an impact on how showcases are selected by DESE. We will work with selected presenters to ensure fidelity to the showcase proposal within reason. Any materials remaining after the conference purchased by DESE for the showcase will become property of DESE.
Type here.

Naming conventions and guidance for submitting files-
We require teachers to submit actual images of the artwork for display/a sample of similar student performances the educator has coordinated so that we may fairly assess quality across proposals.
· For group performances, please provide a link to an online platform (Google Drive, YouTube, etc.) to view video or hear audio files instead of uploading files to the submission form.
· For individual student artwork, please use this naming convention for your file uploads: District_School_Student first name-last initial (ex: Boston_English_Sarah-T or Canton_Galvin_Jacob-H)
Attach Visual Arts Files Here.

Provide the entire handle of the link to your performance here:
Type Link Here.
Showcase Agreements:
I, ___Type Name___, understand that I am responsible for ensuring students have the appropriate media releases needed in accordance with my district policy, and can have them available for DESE should the need arise to provide them.
___ Agree

Selected educators will be required to engage in confirmation and planning tasks either through work email or alternative email communications over the summer break or risk disqualification.
___ I understand.


Selection Criteria:
· Quality of Proposal
· Markers of Proficiency:
· Artwork files/performance samples provided show accomplished student artistic literacy. 
· Narrative of the proposal is clear and informative about student learning that is being showcased.
· Application Data Source(s):
· Provided files
· Narrative
· Showcase Description
· Alignment to DESE*
· Markers of Proficiency:
· The showcase features a clear artistic intent driven by students.
· The showcase has clear alignment to the arts standards within the MA Arts Curriculum Framework.
· Application Data Source(s):
· Narrative
Scoring of Criteria:
Each criteria listed above will be scored by the review committee on a scale from 1-5 for a total possible score of 10. 

1= Poor Quality or Incomplete
2=Below Average Quality
3=Average Quality
4= Meets Quality Expectations
5= Exceeds Quality Expectations

*As stated in the submission guidelines, we are looking for proposals in keeping with the uplifting spirit of the Celebrate the Arts Conference. DESE seeks proposals to showcase learning in the arts through this invitation for our students to be featured. In particular, we are looking to showcase student artistic literacy that aligns directly to the arts standards in the MA Arts Curriculum Framework and artistic intent.
