DESE’S ‘Celebrate the Arts’ Conference 2026
Workshop Proposal PLANNING PAGE
!!!!!The conference proposal Submission Form does not allow users to save their work as they work. Therefore, applicants are highly encouraged to plan their proposals using this worksheet prior to initiating their submissions.

For those submitting for both opportunities (Workshop Sessions and Student Showcases), separate applications are required. This planning page supports the preparation of a Workshop Session Proposal.

Workshop Proposal Deadline: 
August 3, 2026 (5:00 p.m.); Selection will occur on a rolling basis through this deadline or until filled.
Review the Selection Criteria at the bottom of the document to plan your proposal.

Word Template Planning Sheet

Components of the Submission Form
Speaker Biography Information, Session Title, and Session Description will be shared with conference attendees.

Presenter Contact Information:
This person will serve as the primary point of contact for this proposal.
First Name:
Last Name:
Role:
Organization:
Work Email (Required):
Work Email Confirmation:
Alternate Email (Required):
Alternate Email Confirmation:
Additional Presenter(s) Information (optional)
List First and Last Name(s), Role(s), Organization(s), Work Email(s)
Type here.
Intended Audience:
Choose one. I am proposing to present:
___ A discipline-specific workshop session
___ A topic relevant for all arts educators
Session Title 
(Seven words or less.) Create a descriptive yet engaging title so conference attendees can recognize immediately what your session topic will entail.
Type here.

Session Description 
Descriptions should not exceed 200 words in length. Clearly describe your session’s purpose and content, making it relevant for MA PreK-12 Arts Educators.
Type here.

Session Objectives
Clearly describe your session’s objectives making them measurable and relevant for MA PreK-12 Arts Educators and impact on student learning.
Type here.

Proposal Narrative Information 
Please provide a brief overview of your presentation approach and discussion themes/topics, etc. Tell DESE what makes your proposal unique and engaging. Explain how your session aligns to DESE and makes an impact on student learning. Narratives should not exceed 3-5 paragraphs in length. 
Type here.

Session Agenda 
Plan for 50 minutes in length, and anticipate slight modifications should the conference schedule have any final time adjustments. Ensure clarity of purpose, and that the delivery structure/organization is engaging and has a flow that is easy to understand.
Type here.

Session Group Activities
Explain how you will engage your audience through their participation in this workshop.
Type here.

Audience Preparation:
Explain how you will ensure your workshop is:
· Relevant to all grade levels in your discipline-specific workshop, Or:
· Relevant to all arts disciplines and grade levels in your topical workshop.
Type here.

Set-up Needs
Please describe the set-up needs of your workshop. This includes typical AV requirements, such as a projector screen, Wi-Fi, etc. Note that this information does not in any way have an impact on how workshops are selected by DESE. We will work with selected presenters to ensure fidelity to the presenter’s proposal within reason. Any materials remaining after the conference purchased by DESE for the workshop will become property of DESE.
Type here.
Biography Information
Provide a succinct biography for the main presenter. Include training and experience that showcases why this presenter has the expertise to facilitate the session content. This description should not exceed 100 words in length.
Type here.

Presenter(s) Resume(s)
Attach word document or pdf only of each presenter listed in this application.
Attach Button Here.

Workshop Agreement:
With a final workshop proposal deadline occurring during summer vacation, presenters selected will be required to engage with confirmation and planning tasks through alternative email communications over the summer break or risk disqualification.
___ I understand.


Selection Criteria:
· Clarity of Purpose
· Markers of Proficiency:
· Session content and delivery is easy to understand.
· Session content and delivery is relevant for MA PreK-12 Arts Educators.
· Application Data Source(s):
· Description
· Objectives
· Agenda
· Alignment to DESE*
· Markers of Proficiency:
· The session addresses relevant topic(s) and content
· The session connects directly to named DESE initiatives/resources, specifically in the arts
· Application Data Source(s):
· Description
· Narrative
· Well-Structured Format
· Markers of Proficiency:
· The session plans for engaging content/activities.
· The session has logical flow/timing (is well-paced).
· The organization of the session is evident.
· Application Data Source(s):
· Agenda
· Narrative
· Intended Outcomes
· Markers of Proficiency:
· The submission has stated measurable outcomes for participants that make an impact on student learning
· Session content provides immediate applicability for participants to use.
· Application Data Source(s):
· Objectives
· Narrative
· Speaker Expertise
· Markers of Proficiency:
· The speaker has training in the content topic, and/or
· The speaker has experience of the content topic
· Application Data Source(s):
· Resume
· Biography
Scoring of Criteria:
Each criteria listed above will be scored by the review committee on a scale from 1-5 for a total possible score of 25. 

1= Poor Quality or Incomplete
2=Below Average Quality
3=Average Quality
4= Meets Quality Expectations
5= Exceeds Quality Expectations

*As stated in the submission guidelines, we are looking for: 1) Discipline-specific proposals to represent each of the five arts disciplines at the conference (dance, media arts, music, theatre, visual arts). 2) Topical sessions that offer relevance to all teachers in any of the arts disciplines.  Areas of priority include: 
· Implementing the 2019 MA Arts Curriculum Frameworks,  
· Equity and Culturally and Linguistically Sustaining Practices (CLSP), 
· High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM), 
· Student Artistic Intent 
· Connections to DESE’s Arts Resources (ex. Foundational Skills Progressions in the Arts, Arts & Cultural Vitality Index, etc.)
