Civics Project Participation Data: Reporting Updates for School Year 26-27
Reporting civics project participation data 
What does the law require for civics projects?
All students in grade 8 and all high school students (at any point in grades 9-12) must be provided the opportunity to participate in as least one non-partisan, student led civics project. For more information, about the project requirement, see the Civics Projects Quick Reference Guide.  
How exactly do LEAs report civics project participation data to DESE?
Three times per year, LEAs submit data about students to DESE. This is called the Student Information Management Systems (SIMS) data collection. Instructions for all SIMS data collection is posted at https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/ In the SIMS data handbook, element 053 is the Civics Project.
Specific data entry instructions for the civics project are available at: https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/civics-project-faq.docx 
Purpose of civics project participation data reporting
What civics participation data will DESE report back to LEAs?
DESE gathers student-level data from LEAs through the civics project SIMS element, and will report this data back to LEAs. Each LEA will receive an individualized dashboard report with useful data views including participation rate, comparison to the state, and breakdowns by grade level. The report will only be accessible to LEA leaders, and leaders will only be able to see their own dashboard. For a preview, a mockup of the individualized dashboard is available at https://bit.ly/civicsreport.  Please note the mockup contains dummy data.
How and when will DESE report civics project participation data?
DESE will provide individualized dashboard reports to LEAs annually, beginning in fall 2026. The fall 2026 reports will reflect SIMS data submitted to DESE through June 2026. LEA leaders will receive instructions on how to access their password-protected dashboard through Edwin. In future years, the data may be made public. The data will not be public for at least two years.
What is the purpose of this data reporting?
Civics projects are a valuable, meaningful civic learning experience for Massachusetts students, and are required by law. However, there is a lack of accurate information on how many Massachusetts students are being provided the opportunity to complete a project in 8th grade or in high school. While LEAs submit this information through SIMS, analysis suggests that the SIMS data submitted to DESE is largely inaccurate at this time. By reporting the data back to LEAs, DESE hopes to:
· Create opportunities to examine and improve data accuracy, allowing DESE, partners, and advocates to more effectively support civics project funding, quality, and access
· Support local comparisons with state data to identify strengths and areas of growth
· Highlight potentially vulnerable student groups, locally and statewide, who may be receiving less opportunity for civics
· Create a jumping off point for discussions about how to incorporate the civics project into the curriculum, including in non-social studies classes if appropriate 
Will civics project participation data be tied to accountability status?
At this time, there is no plan to tie civics project participation data to accountability determinations.
Reporting data accurately
Who has technically been “provided the project” as the law states?
Students have been provided the project if they have taken a course in which the civics project was facilitated, during the current school year. They do not have to have passed the course, or successfully completed the project.
How do we report data for transfer students?
Students have been provided the project if they have taken a course in which the civics project was facilitated. If a student entered the school at such time that it was not possible or practical to enroll them into a civics project course, it is acceptable to mark that student “00” in the SIMS data collection.
Reporting on student groups
Will DESE make subgroup data available, similar to MCAS?
At this time, data quality is insufficient to support disaggregation by student groups. DESE will add functionality to the reports over time if data quality improves.
Are students in substantially separate or life skills programs included in data reporting?
All students are counted in the civics project participation data, and all students’ project participation should be reported accurately to DESE. According to the law, each student must be provided the opportunity to complete a civics project in 8th grade and again in high school. As such, students with disabilities, including those in substantially separate programs, should have an opportunity to complete a civics project. Like all curriculum, it is appropriate for educators to accommodate and/or modify the civics project in accordance with students’ Individualized Education Plans.
