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Current Events in the Classroom: What to Know

The teaching of current events and news/media literacy is a part of Massachusetts curriculum standards at all grade levels.
· When teachers incorporate current events and news/media literacy into their teaching, they are following the guidance of the 2018 Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework. The Framework includes the teaching of current events and news/media literacy as one of its Guiding Principles. These principles apply to all grade levels, from elementary to high school. 
· The most specific standards related to current events and news/media literacy can be found in Grade 8 and in the News/Media Literacy standards for high school. The high school standards may be taught as a stand-along course or incorporated into another course.
Learning about current events and news/media literacy helps students develop important skills related to college, career readiness and civic life.
· Learning about current events and news/media literacy is an opportunity for students to practice important skills, such as evaluating the credibility of an article or video, analyzing the point of view of an author or source, using evidence to support an argument, or gathering information to advocate around a local issue. 
· These and related skills prepare students to be critical problem-solvers, effective communicators, and responsible decision-makers, as outlined in the Vision of a Massachusetts Graduate. They align with the Practice Standards of the 2018 History/Social Science Framework, key skills that students develop over the course of their education that are designed to prepare them for college, career, and community participation. 
Through current events and news/media literacy, students engage with diverse perspectives.
· Engaging with diverse perspectives is also a Guiding Principle of the 2018 History/Social Science Framework. Through current events and news/media literacy, students learn about the diverse perspectives that exist on topics relevant to events today and develop the skills to critically analyze the points of view and contexts that shape any article, video, social media post, or other source.
Students may have difficult conversations when learning about current events and news/media literacy.
· It is possible that instruction on current events could lead to difficult and/or politically charged conversations. This is not in and of itself a problem, but an opportunity for educators to support students in navigating conversations across diverse perspectives while remaining rooted in connection and respect. DESE offers a variety of resources to support educators in this work on the Department's History, Social Science, and Civics page.
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