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Guiding Principle 8 Quick Reference Guide: 
Incorporating Current Events and News/Media Literacy 
into History/Social Science Instruction

What does the Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework say about the teaching of current events and news/media literacy?
The 2018 Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework lays out ten guiding principles for effective history and social science instruction. Guiding Principle 8 reads as follows:
An effective history and social science education incorporates the study of current events and news/media literacy.
When teaching history and social science, teachers have a unique responsibility to help students consider events — including current events — in a broad historical, geographical, social or economic context. The Framework’s News/Media Literacy standards for grade 8 and high school are designed to help students take a critical stance toward what they read, hear, and view in newspapers and on websites, television, and social media. Applying these standards, students learn to evaluation information, question and verify its source, distinguish fact from inference, and reasoned judgment supported by evidence from varying degrees of bias.
This guiding principle emphasizes that current event instruction should be grounded in:
	Key Idea
	Context
	Skills
	Critical Thinking

	Description
	Through the teaching of current events, students should build connections to the events, themes, and questions with which they are already engaging in their History/Social Science courses and to the content standards of the History/Social Science Framework.
	Instruction should build toward student independence in relevant practice standards, such as analyzing purpose and point of view, distinguishing opinion from fact, and evaluating the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of sources.
	Students should take a critical stance in evaluating news sources and other media, using the study of current events as an opportunity to evaluate sources for credibility and bias as well as to engage in discussions of perspective, identity, and power.


How does the teaching of current events and news/media literacy relate to the content standards of the History and Social Science Framework?
The content standards in the Framework provide the following robust connection points for instruction in current events (see table on the following page):



	Connection 
	Description
	Examples

	Content standards on news/media literacy

	News/media literacy topics provide important contextual knowledge and skills that allow students to better analyze individual sources and how the broader system of news and other media might impact public understanding of events.
	· Grade 8, Topic 7: Freedom of the Press and News/Media Literacy
· High School Standards for News/Media Literacy. These high school standards are designed to be taught for a quarter to half of a school year as an elective course or may be incorporated into other history/social science courses. 
· Note: Related standards are also present in the Computing and Society strand of the 2016 Digital Literacy and Computer Science Framework.

	Content standards on present-day topics

	Content standards across grade levels feature opportunities for instruction on present-day events and are not limited to those listed on the right.
	· Grade 2, Topic 3: Migrations and cultures
· Grade 4, Topic 4: The expansion of the United States over time and its regions today
· Grade 8, Topics 3-6: Various topics on federal, state, and local government
· World History II, Topics 6-7: The era of globalization, 1991-present; The politics of difference among people

	Connections to historical events

	Educators may engage students in inquiry regarding themes, questions, or ideas that connect content standards focused on the past to events of the present day. Consider, for example, the scenarios listed on the right.
	· Grade 3 students are learning about political protests that occurred in Massachusetts at the time of the American Revolution and investigating their causes and impact. As an activator at the start of a lesson, they use some of the same questions to discuss a protest that occurred in their town.
· Grade 6 students are learning about the history of the ancient Caribbean. As they begin several lessons on the history of the Taíno people, students watch a video about people who are celebrating their Taíno heritage and countering the narrative that the Taíno are no longer present. 
· US History II students are learning about the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. They use their learning to discuss a contemporary Supreme Court case related to voting rights and analyze how possible outcomes might impact the legacy of the Voting Rights Act legislation.
· World History I students are beginning a unit on world religions prior to 1000 C.E. Throughout the unit, students are prompted to share current events they encounter related to religion and analyze them through the lens of themes relevant to the unit such as cultural diffusion, identity, and power. 


[bookmark: _Hlk50629052]How does the teaching of current events and news/media literacy relate to the practice standards of the History and Social Science Framework?
The teaching of current events and news/media literacy represent a variety of connections to the practice standards of the Framework:
· Students may engage with media regarding government and issues of civic concern in order to develop the civic knowledge and skills described in Practice Standard 1 and to build the context required to take informed action, as described in Practice Standard 7. 
· Students may identify connections to present-day events when developing questions to drive inquiry (Practice Standard 2), draw upon news and media sources to organize information and data in response to an inquiry question (Practice Standard 3), and use such sources to argue or explain conclusions (Practice Standard 6). 
· In doing so, students must critically evaluate those sources through analysis of purpose and point of view, the distinguishing of opinion from fact (Practice Standard 4), and the evaluation of credibility, accuracy, and relevance (Practice Standard 5).
How can educators determine which current events to teach about in their classrooms?
In making decisions about which current events to incorporate into instruction and how, educators should use the following questions to guide their planning:
	Questions to Guide Choice of Current Events for Instruction

	1. Does instruction on this event provide opportunities to connect to content, themes, or questions that already exist within my course?
2. Does instruction on this event provide an opportunity for students to build civic knowledge and/or skills?
3. Does instruction on this event provide opportunities to utilize culturally and linguistically sustaining practices, such as affirming, valuing, and leveraging students’ cultures and prior experiences, and/or promoting the principles of cultural competence and sociopolitical awareness?
4. Does instruction on this event relate to inquiry questions that students are already asking within my classroom?


How does the Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework support instruction that incorporates diverse perspectives?
The teaching of current events and news/media literacy necessitates engaging with diverse perspectives: 
· Guiding Principle 2 of the History and Social Science Framework states, “An effective history and social science education incorporates diverse perspectives and acknowledges that perceptions of events are affected by race, ethnicity, culture, religion, education, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, and personal experience.” 
· In learning about current events, students should engage with the diverse perspectives that exist on topics relevant to events today and develop the news/media literacy skills to critically analyze how particular sources are shaped by both individual perspectives and broader societal contexts. 
· Students’ engagement with sources that represent diverse perspectives should be embedded within a broader context of inquiry. In this approach, students use evidence from sources to construct their own understanding, while using their skills to evaluate each source for misinformation and bias. 
Is instruction on current events limited to secondary classrooms?
No, the Guiding Principles of the History and Social Science Framework apply across grade levels. As such, educators should incorporate the teaching of current events into elementary classrooms in developmentally appropriate ways. Given that many early elementary standards focus on students’ own communities, this might mean building connections to current events that are local. As described above, educators should guide their decision-making using knowledge of their students, grade-level standards, and their use of culturally and linguistically sustaining practices.
What if instruction on current events leads to difficult and/or politically charged conversations?
It is possible that instruction on current events could lead to difficult and/or politically charged conversations. To support students in these moments, educators should focus on proactively building a classroom culture in which students have the tools to engage in critical conversations across diverse perspectives that are rooted in connection and respect. As referenced in “Race, Racism, and Culturally Responsive Teaching in History and Social Science in Massachusetts: Frequently Asked Questions,” the Department refers educators to Learning for Justice’s Let’s Talk! guide and Facing History and Ourselves’ Fostering Civil Discourse as useful resources to support this work.
Likewise, school and district administrators should affirm the importance of teaching about current events and support educators in building the skills to both facilitate conversations around current events and respond to unplanned moments that may arise. Additionally, school and district leaders should consider the cross-disciplinary competencies and frameworks that can best underpin safe and supportive learning environments for all students. The Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Curriculum Framework and the Safe and Supportive Schools Framework are two additional resources that provide relevant standards and describe both the skills and learning environments students need to address challenging topics while acknowledging each other’s perspectives and valuing each other’s identities.
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