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Cultivating Deeper Learning Instructional Videos: Questions for Reflection, Discussion, and Action 
Deeper Learning is the ability to understand and address the complex elements of a subject or topic and to draw connections within and across contexts—whether that means the same class, another discipline, students' community, or the broader world.
The instructional videos showcase the effective use of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) and culturally and linguistically sustaining practices aligned with DESE's Educational Vision to actualize the Vision of a Massachusetts Graduate. Each video highlights targeted and foundational elements of instruction and pedagogy as outlined in the Deeper Learning Guidance Tool. While the components of Deeper Learning are interconnected, not every video is expected to cover all components. Instead, these examples focus on strong daily instructional practices and strategies that foster the learning conditions necessary to cultivate deeper learning.
Instructions: Use these questions to spark discussion and guide collective action to cultivate deeper learning with high-quality instructional materials in your own context. 
Tip: When discussing these questions with your team, consider choosing one specific video to watch together, then use one question from each category above to guide a professional learning community (PLC) or common planning time (CPT) session.
***
High Expectations with Targeted Support
· How did the specific high-quality instructional materials provide a foundation for students to explore topics deeply rather than just memorizing facts?
· In the videos featuring multilingual learners, how did pre-taught vocabulary or "sequence signal words" empower students to engage with complex grade-level content?
· What "learning conditions" did you observe in the stations or circles that allowed all students—including multilingual learners—to contribute their background knowledge to the model-building process?
· What structures allowed for successful student-led book groups or collaborative equivalent-expression work in co-taught classrooms?
Student Agency, Discourse, & Collaboration
· In the math and science examples, how did students use multiple opportunities for discourse to explain their strategy choices or rearrange atoms?
· What "math talk" routines did you observe that moved the work from individual calculation to a collective understanding of equivalent expressions?
· In what ways might investigating local or national weather patterns increase student agency and their ability to "draw connections across contexts"?
· How did the featured classroom practices encourage students to "share their thinking" and evaluate their own problem-solving strategies against those of their peers?
· The videos show students using multiple forms of discourse (writing procedures, discussing poetry, determining central lessons). How do these varied opportunities help students "share their thinking" in ways that honor their diverse linguistic backgrounds?
Real-World Connections & Deeper Learning
· How did using real-world scenarios—such as Black Friday shopping, local restaurant budgeting, or designing a golf course—increase the complexity and relevance of the subject matter?
· In the video regarding the school drinking water crisis, how did the arc of learning that culminated in “outreach to an elected official” reflect principles of deeper learning? 
· How did students draw on their background knowledge (e.g., previous learning about animals or floods/droughts) to build new, complex models of understanding?
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