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Grades 6-7 Materials Change Log



Last Updated: August 19, 2026

Grades 6-7 of Investigating History were revised and published in fall of 2026. While additional large-scale revisions are not currently planned for the materials, DESE is progressively updating Grades 6-7 units to align with new federal accessibility guidelines and to respond to reported errors and feedback. These updates are minor and do not substantively change content or lesson tasks. As of the above date, Units 6.1, 6.2, 7.1, and 7.2 have been updated in this manner. 

This document tracks changes made to Grades 6-7 materials. Teachers using printed materials that were purchased for SY25-26 may notice small inconsistencies between printed and digital materials available on the DESE website. Please reach out to InvestigatingHistory@mass.gov with any questions.


ACCESSIBILITY UPDATES (ALL UNITS)

Based on updates to Title 2 of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act), DESE's web policy now requires that all digital material adhere to WCAG 2.1 guidelines for digital accessibility. Because of this, Grades 6 and 7 materials have been revised to align with these guidelines. These changes include (but are not limited to):
· Additional and updated headings
· Cleaner, more consistent formatting of tables
· New bookmarks
· Font styling updates
· Overhaul of tagging system for accessible PDFs

UNIT 6.1
	Lesson
	Reported Issue
	Change Made

	Lesson 23
	No answer key existed for the SDG chart, and no evidence could be found in the assigned comics to support the Clean Water and Sanitation goal.
	Updated the worksheet, slideshow, and teacher notes to remove or clarify the Clean Water and Sanitation goal, including added notes to guide student predictions where evidence is not explicit.



UNIT 6.2
	Lesson
	Reported Issue
	Change Made

	Lesson 1
	Images in the Teacher Resource Deck for the gallery walk were outdated and not representative of the Middle East/North Africa region, prompting student responses focused on stereotypes rather than geography.
	New, more representative images were sourced to replace the existing set.

	Lesson 3
	The Middle East and North Africa Geography worksheet asked students to identify the Sahara Desert and the Arabian Peninsula, but neither was labeled on the provided maps.
	Updated three handouts: the Teacher Answer Key, the Geography Question Strips, and the Map Locator, so the maps align with the worksheet questions.

	Lesson 23
	Reading material attributed quotes about the Phoenicians to "The Bible," described as "The Christian Holy Book," which is historically inaccurate for the time period covered.
	Updated the Quotes and Stories Strips document to correctly attribute the readings to the Tanakh/Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) rather than a Christian source.



UNIT 7.1
	Lesson
	Reported Issue
	Change Made

	Lesson 1
	The ancient societies named in the lesson plan did not match the supporting images and labels varied in terms of grain size.
	Updated supporting images and labels to promote consistency.

	Lesson 4
	A linked document referenced the year 2011 in a way that was inconsistent with the historical event described.
	Corrected the text to read: "In 2011, the Indian Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change established the National Mission for Clean Ganga."

	Lesson 7
	The Harappans slide deck listed a date as "2500 CE" instead of "2500 BCE."
	Corrected the date to 2500 BCE.

	Lesson 15
	Slides were out of order across Lessons 15 through 19.
	Slide order was corrected.

	Lesson 22
	The linked document and slide deck inaccurately described Kautilya (Chanakya) as a "priest" and "royal advisor."
	Revised the text to: "According to legend, he was an advisor to the last Nanda king," reflecting that his role is not well documented archaeologically.

	Multiple lessons
	Links in the printed Teacher's Guide pointed to the wrong slide decks (e.g., the Lesson 15 link led to a Lesson 19 deck that also did not match the lesson plan).
	Slide decks were reviewed and confirmed correctly labeled by lesson number; guide links corrected.

	Cluster 3 
	The "what did we do" summary column on the Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart no longer matched the current lesson sequence (e.g., Lesson 18 was described as being about the Varna system rather than the Buddhist community).
	Created updated versions of the Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart, both the student and teacher versions, aligned to the current lesson sequence.



UNIT 7.2
	Lesson
	Reported Issue
	Change Made

	Lesson 1
	The introductory slide for East Asia included images aligned with stereotypes. Countries listed as part of East Asia were not aligned with the Framework.
	Removed images and updated named countries.

	Lesson 1
	"North Korea" was misspelled on the map-labeling activity.
	Corrected the spelling.

	Lesson 4
	The formative assessment asked students to label a map with Korea, China, and Japan, but those countries were already labeled on the student version.
	Labels were removed from student version.

	Lesson 10
	Resource links under "economic standardization" in the Qin Resources document were not working.
	Created an updated version of the Qin Resources Chart with working links.

	Lesson 10
	The top link on the student slide deck triggered a security warning when clicked.
	Updated the link in a revised version of the Qin Shi Huangdi's Projects Student Slide Deck.

	Lesson 15
	The Chinese Governing Philosophies lesson inaccurately grouped Xunzi with the Han Feizi text and understated Taoist perspectives on governance.
	Created an updated version of the Chinese Governing Philosophies materials with corrected attributions and expanded description of Taoist views on governance.

	Summative Assessment
	Several sources cited in the Unit 2 Summative Assessment (including "The Great Wave" and other numbered sources) no longer appeared in the updated Unit 2 lessons.
	Sources in the summative assessment were swapped for ones that align with material students had already encountered in the updated unit.
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