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New Opportunity: Investigating History Content Learning Partners
     FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS






WHAT IS THIS OPPORTUNITY?
DESE is creating a directory of Investigating History Content Learning Partners. This directory will list organizations and individuals who provide professional learning for educators and/or experiential learning for students on social studies content that aligns with topics in Investigating History.  
In the fall of the 2026-27 school year, this directory will be made available to schools and districts. Please note that this is a separate opportunity from our current Certified Professional Development Providers, organizations that offer professional learning about Investigating History’s approach and pedagogy.  
WHY THIS OPPORTUNITY?
For the past six years, DESE has been developing Investigating History, a free, inquiry-based social studies curriculum for Grades 3-7 that is fully aligned to the 2018 History/Social Science Framework. Created in collaboration with teachers, scholars, and organizations across Massachusetts, the curriculum is now in use by schools in over 100 Massachusetts districts, with many more to come in the upcoming school year. As curriculum adoption grows, DESE has heard feedback from schools and districts that are looking to support educators in developing their own content knowledge and to locate high-quality experiential learning opportunities for students on social studies content that aligns with the curriculum.
HOW CAN I/MY ORGANIZATION APPLY?
To apply to join the directory, we ask that you: 
· Attend a one-time, 60-minute virtual orientation to learn more about the Investigating History curriculum. Orientations will be offered on Wednesday, June 24 at 10am or Monday, June 29 at 4pm (register here). Note: Current or former Investigating History certified providers as well as organizations and individuals previously involved in developing or providing feedback on Investigating History materials do not need to attend an orientation.
· Complete an application form by July 15, including information you would like listed in the directory. Applications will be reviewed based on our eligibility criteria and applicants will be notified of the status of their application by July 31.  
The intention of this orientation is to provide organizations with the introduction needed to be able to better support educators and students who are using the curriculum and to identify areas of alignment. Organizations are not expected to develop new offerings specific to Investigating History.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO JOIN THE INVESTIGATING HISTORY CONTENT LEARNING PARTNERS DIRECTORY? 
Organizations and individuals that: 
· provide professional learning for educators and/or experiential learning for students on social studies content that aligns with topics in Investigating History 
· are based in Massachusetts or have previously worked with Massachusetts schools/districts 
· offer learning experiences that are interactive (e.g. in-person learning, virtual synchronous learning, asynchronous courses with interactive elements) 
· are committed to the core principles of the Investigating History curriculum: historical inquiry and investigation, culturally sustaining pedagogy, civic engagement and current world relevance, and historical empathy and human connections
WILL MY OFFERINGS AUTOMATICALLY BE LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY IF I PARTICIPATE IN THE ORIENTATION AND COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM? 
Applications will be reviewed based on the eligibility criteria listed above. DESE will communicate with applicants if there are concerns about eligibility. 
MY ORGANIZATION OFFERS ONE-TIME EVENTS. CAN THESE BE LISTED? 
While specific, time-bound events will not be listed in the directory, Content Learning Partners will be invited to share relevant events periodically to include in our newsletters for educators.  
CAN PAID OFFERINGS BE LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY? 
Yes, organizations may list both paid and free offerings. 
WILL THE OFFERINGS BE VETTED BY DESE? 
DESE will review listings to ensure that offerings are aligned to Investigating History content. However, schools and districts will be informed that the content and materials of offerings are not vetted by DESE. 
DO ORGANIZATIONS NEED TO DEVELOP NEW OFFERINGS SPECIFICALLY FOCUSED ON INVESTIGATING HISTORY? 
No. While organizations are welcome and encouraged to develop offerings that draw upon specific curricular connections, it is not necessary to do so in order to be listed in the directory. 
IF MY ORGANIZATION IS ALREADY AN INVESTIGATING HISTORY CERTIFIED PROVIDER, CAN I ALSO BE LISTED IN THIS DIRECTORY? 
Yes, current Certified Providers may also be listed as Content Learning Partners. They do not need to attend the orientation but will still need to complete the Intent to Participate form.
WHO SHOULD I EMAIL WITH ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
Please email InvestigatingHistory@mass.gov. 
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