PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHARTER SCHOOL REGULATIONS 
603 CMR 1.04(9)

· Presented to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for initial review and vote to solicit public comment: May 19, 2015
· Period of public comment: through July 24, 2015
· Final action by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education anticipated: September 2015

Proposed amendments are indicated by underline (new or revised language) or strikethrough (deleted language). Sections of the regulations that are unchanged are not reproduced here. The full text of 603 CMR 1.00 is available on the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education website at: http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr1.html?section=all.  
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(9) Lowest 10%: The Commissioner shall annually publish a ranking of all districts that are subject to charter school tuition charges, for the purpose of determining the lowest 10% as specified in M.G.L. c. 71, § 89(i)(2), and (i)(3). Such ranking shall be calculated by determining the average ranks for each district's English language arts, mathematics, and science composite performance index; the percentage of students scoring warning or failing in English language arts, mathematics, and science; the percentage of students scoring advanced in English language arts, mathematics, and science; and student growth percentiles for English language arts and mathematics, using statewide student performance scores released in the for the two consecutive school years immediately preceding the current yearschool year in which applications are submitted. These calculations shall use weighting consistent with the Department's approved methodology for the state accountability system. Districts without data for each component of the calculation will not be included. Additional charter school seats resulting from a district's designation in the lowest 10% may be awarded by the Board to a new charter applicant, to existing charter schools, or to any combination thereof. The Board may provisionally award seats to new charter applicants and to existing charter schools that will become available in future years pursuant to the schedule set forth in St. 2010, c. 12, § 9, provided, that if a district is no longer in the lowest 10%, any remaining provisional seats may not be used.
