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March 21, 2025
Dear Members of the Southbridge Public Schools Community,

Dr. Jeffrey Villar announced on March 21 that he will step down at the end of April 2025 as the Receiver/Superintendent for the Southbridge Public Schools (SPS or the district). I am grateful to him for the seven years he has served in Southbridge and for the improvements he has led in the district with the help of educators, families, and community members.
Since 2018, Dr. Villar has provided remarkably consistent leadership to SPS, guided by his clear vision of evidence-based instructional practices and his high standards for implementation. During his tenure, Dr. Villar made multi-year investments in the district’s instructional programs and non-academic operations to address the systemic issues identiﬁed in the SPS Turnaround Plan. These investments include high-quality instructional materials in all grade levels; training in evidence-based early literacy instruction; tiered systems of whole-child student support; and robust data systems for monitoring the continuous improvement of student outcomes.

Under Dr. Villar’s leadership, SPS educators and schools have earned regional and national recognition for effective practices and signiﬁcant growth in student outcomes. In the past year, these accolades have included:
· Recognition of SPS as a Gold level district by the Northeast Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports (PBIS) Network, indicating the highest level of ﬁdelity to the PBIS system of student behavioral supports;
· Recognition of Southbridge Middle School by Education Reform Now as one of 25 Massachusetts “spotlight schools” that have attained strong academic achievement while serving high percentages of students from low-income backgrounds; and
· Recognition of Southbridge Middle School educator Jillian (Lombardi) Levreault as the sole Massachusetts recipient of the prestigious Milken Educator Award in 2025.
Mr. William Metzger, who has served as SPS Executive Director of Human Resources and District Records Officer/Business Administration since 2022, will serve as interim receiver, effective May 1, 2025.
Throughout this transition, the Department remains committed to working with Southbridge leadership to develop a clear path for SPS to exit receivership. Mr. Metzger will
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be a key contributor to this work due to his long tenure on the district’s leadership team and trusted relationships with key stakeholder groups, including the Southbridge Education Association (SEA) and Southbridge School Committee. I am conﬁdent Mr. Metzger will continue the commitment to delivering a world-class education to all SPS students and will support the path to exiting receivership.
In closing, I would like to thank Dr. Villar for the countless hours he has spent in service of Southbridge’s students and educators, and the Department looks forward to continuing this important work under Mr. Metzger’s leadership.
Regards,


Russell D. Johnston
Acting Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education
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