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December 16, 2025
Mary Skipper, Superintendent Boston Public Schools
2300 Washington Street
Roxbury, MA 02119

Amelia Massoud-Tastor, Principal UP Academy Holland
85 Olney Street
Dorchester, MA 02121

Dear Superintendent Skipper and Principal Massoud-Tastor:
I am writing to inform you that UP Academy Holland (UAH) will exit chronically
underperforming status on July 1, 2026. Under 603 Code of Massachusetts Regulations
2.06 (11)(a,b), upon my removal of UAH from chronically underperforming status on July 1, the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws chapter 69, section 1J for schools designated as chronically underperforming will cease to apply to UAH, except for those maintained through exit assurances.1
I commend the students, families, educators, staff and leaders of UAH, both past and present, for their relentless striving toward excellence that has improved student learning outcomes, including meeting 90 percent of the school’s annual improvement targets in the 2025 state accountability results. I am grateful for the commitment of UP Education Network to sustaining the school’s transformative culture throughout its period of state receivership, by continuously refining professional learning systems and investing in innovative learning experiences for all UAH students.
Between now and the exit date of July 1, Department staff will consult with you and your teams on the development of exit assurances to help sustain UAH’s improvement
trajectory in the coming years. Under 603 Code of Massachusetts Regulations 2.06 (11)(b), I may determine that one or more features of the school’s current turnaround plan should remain in effect for a transitional period following the school’s exit from receivership, if such features would contribute to the continued improvement of the
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school. The Department subsequently will monitor the implementation of any exit assurances for a period of up to two years, after which I will review the school’s progress to determine whether any remaining exit assurance should remain in place or be discontinued. Each exit assurance may, at my discretion, be discontinued at any time based upon evidence of the school’s progress.
Congratulations to the entire UAH community and UP Education Network for building and sustaining a thriving school that is now ready to rejoin its peers in the Boston Public Schools. The Department looks forward to continuing to learn from your successful
practices as we strive to support many other schools across the Commonwealth to achieve improvements in student learning.


Regards,

Signed by Commissioner Martinez

Pedro Martinez
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education


Cc:	Hillary Casson, UP Education Network Mayor Michelle Wu, City of Boston
Lauren Woo, Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
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