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[bookmark: _Toc228371261]Introduction
This competency review process overview and license specific subject matter knowledge (SMK) addenda and templates are intended to assist applicants seeking to obtain a license noted below at the Provisional type, or as an additional license at the Initial or Professional type.
[bookmark: _Toc228371262]Licenses for Which Competency Review Requirements Need to be Determined:
· Digital Literacy/Computer Science (DL/CS) (PreK-6)*
· General Science (1-6)**
· History (1-6)***
· History/Social Science (1-6)****
· Library (All Levels)
· Teacher of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing [American Sign Language/Total Communication] (All Levels)
· Teacher of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing [Oral/Aural] (All Levels)
· Teacher of Students with Moderate Disabilities (PreK-2); (PreK-8); (5-12)
· Teacher of Students with Severe Disabilities (PreK-2); (All Levels)
· Teacher of the Visually Impaired (All Levels)
· Foreign Language/World Language (PreK-6) - where there is no MTEL subject matter test for the language
· Foreign Language/World Language (5-12) - where there is no MTEL subject matter test for the language
· Foreign Language/World Language American Sign Language (PreK-6); (5-12)
*DL/CS PreK-6 licensure applicants have the option of achieving a passing score on the Digital Literacy and Computer Science SMK test in lieu of satisfying the competency review for the license.
**General Science 1-6 licensure applicants have the option of passing the General Science SMK test in lieu of satisfying the competency review for the license. 
***History (1-6) licensure applicants have the option of passing the History SMK test in lieu of satisfying the competency review for the license.
****History/Social Science 1-6 licensure applicants have the option of passing the History/Social Science SMK test in lieu of satisfying the competency review for the license.

Licensure requirements for the licenses noted may be found by utilizing the Licensure Requirements Search tool.
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[bookmark: _Toc228371263]What is a Competency Review?
The process for determining whether the subject matter knowledge requirements for a license have been met in a field for which there is no subject matter knowledge test* and elsewhere as required in the Regulations for Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval 603 CMR 7.00. * Please note that when a subject matter knowledge test becomes available, a passing score is required. 
[bookmark: _Toc142581289][bookmark: _Toc142582066][bookmark: _Toc210148310][bookmark: _Toc228371264]Subject Matter Knowledge Requirements
Generally, the Department refers to satisfying a subject matter knowledge competency review requirement as “Coverage of” e.g. coverage of a specific subject matter knowledge component of a license not addressed via a test.
There are currently nine options available to satisfy the Competency Review Requirements of the licenses noted in the Competency Review Overview and a combination of any nine of these options may be used to verify completion of the required coverage.
[bookmark: _Toc228371265]How to Document Options to Satisfy Competency Review Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk134078202][bookmark: _Toc228371266]Option I: Coursework: 
Documented by an official college /university transcript and a letter. If a competency review requirement(s) has been completely satisfied through coursework, please submit a letter using the Coursework Verification Letter Template located in each license’s individual subject matter knowledge addendum.
[bookmark: _Toc228371267]Option II: Seminar or workshop:
Documented by a letter from the organization that provided the seminar or workshop. If a competency review requirement(s) has been completely satisfied through the seminar or workshop, please submit a letter using the Seminar/Workshop Verification Letter Template located in each license’s individual subject matter knowledge addendum.
[bookmark: _Toc228371268][bookmark: _Hlk134078725]Option III: School-based mentored employment/peer coaching: 
Documented by a letter on official letterhead and signed by the superintendent (or equivalent in a private/non-public school). If a competency review requirement(s) has been completely satisfied through mentored employment/peer coaching, the letter must include all the information noted in the Mentored Employment/Peer Coaching Verification Letter Template located in each license’s subject matter knowledge addendum.
Please note that the mentor must have been trained as a mentor, hold a Massachusetts Initial or Professional license in the field of the license sought at the appropriate grade level, and have at least three full years of experience under the Initial and/or Professional license.
Providers of professional learning experiences may be in a position to write a letter as noted above; however, it is at the discretion of the provider to issue such a letter, and it is not a requirement or expectation of the Office of Educator Licensure. All documentation submitted in support of a competency review will be reviewed and considered. The Office of Educator Licensure may seek further clarification if needed.
[bookmark: _Toc228371269][bookmark: _Hlk134078006]Option IV: Structured Guidance & Supports (SG&S) Path 
· Documented by the appropriate license specific SG&S Licensure Form. Currently, this option may not be available for all licenses requiring a competency review. If this option is available, then a SG&S Licensure Form can be found within the license specific appendix on the Structured Guidance & Supports (SG&S) webpage. The form must be complete and contain all required signatures.
[bookmark: _Toc228371270][bookmark: _Hlk134077897]Option V: Completion of a MA approved educator preparation program for the license sought
· Documented by an electronic endorsement in ELAR by the program provider verifying the completion of a MA approved educator preparation program for the license field sought.
[bookmark: _Toc228371271][bookmark: _Hlk134077945]Option VI: Completion of an educator preparation program outside of MA
accepted by the Commissioner that is comparable to a MA Initial licensure program for the license field sought 
· Documented by an official transcript and a correctly completed, signed, and affixed sealed/stamped Verification of Completion of an Approved Educator Preparation Program Outside of Massachusetts Form indicating completion of an approved program for the license field sought. 
· Educators prepared outside of the United States may also document compliance with this option by complying with the Foreign Teacher Panel (FTP) Guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc228371272][bookmark: _Hlk134077917]Option VII: Completion of all coursework (except practicum) 
Within a MA approved program for license field sought:
· Documented by an official transcript supporting completion of all coursework within a MA approved Initial licensure program for the field sought and a letter signed by the dean, registrar or licensure officer stating that the applicant completed all coursework within an approved program except for the practicum. 
[bookmark: _Toc228371273][bookmark: _Hlk134077987]Option VIII: Possession of a license from another state 
For a field that is comparable to the field of the MA license sought and comparable to at least an MA Initial license:
· Documented by a copy of a license/certificate issued by a state/jurisdiction with which Massachusetts has signed the NASDTEC Interstate Contract. This license/certificate must be comparable to at least the Initial license for the field sought in Massachusetts.
Or
· A letter from the issuing authority stating the field, grade level, and type of the license/certificate held by an applicant. The letter must be hand-signed by an authorized signatory and be on official letterhead. The field, grade level, and type of the license noted in this letter must be comparable to at least the Initial license in the field sought in Massachusetts.
Or
· A copy of the issuing authority's electronic file verifying the license/certificate held by an applicant, along with the official URL for that file. The license noted must be comparable to at least the Initial license in the field and grade level of the license sought in Massachusetts.
[bookmark: _Toc228371274][bookmark: _Hlk134078028]Option IX: Department Approved Assessments: 
For some license areas, the Department has accepted a non-MTEL test to cover one or more competency review requirements. An example of a non-MTEL test that is accepted as part of the competency review is a score report documenting that at least an Advanced Low score on the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages/World Languages (ACTFL) OPI/OPIc and WPT proficiency tests. 
Department Approved Assessments are available for the following license areas: 
· Digital Literacy/Computer Science
· Moderate Disabilities
· Library
· Foreign Languages/World Languages with no MTEL in place and American Sign Language.  
[bookmark: _Toc146542176]Non-MTEL tests that the Department will accept are license specific and may evolve over time. A candidate can learn about these options by applying for the license or by referring to the following list:
[bookmark: _Toc228371275]Digital Literacy/Computer Science
NOTE: All subject matter knowledge (SMK) requirements may be satisfied by achieving a passing score on the Digital Literacy and Computer Science MTEL. The testing company (Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson) automatically reports your test results to the Office of Educator Licensure. You can find information on test registration, test preparation, and other test-related information here: Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL) - Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
· The SMK requirements 2,3,7,8,9,10,11, & 12 may be satisfied by achieving at least a 160 score on the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Praxis Computer Science (#5656) test. Information regarding this proficiency test can be found here: https://www.mometrix.com/academy/praxis-ii/computer-science/. 
· The SMK requirements 1,2,3,6,7,8,9,10,11, & 12 may be satisfied by achieving at least a 220 score on the National Evaluation Series (NES) Computer Science (#315) test. Information regarding this proficiency test can be found here:  https://www.west.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html. 
· The SMK requirements 2,4,5,8,9,10,11, &12 may be satisfied by a score of at least 171 on the previously offered Praxis Computer Science (5651) test. Information regarding your Praxis test score can be found here: www.ets.org/praxis/site/test-takers/scores/get-scores.html. If applicable, please forward a copy of your official test score report. 
[bookmark: _Toc146542177][bookmark: _Toc228371276]Moderate Disabilities:
· A passing score on any of the following exams satisfies all requirements within a Competency Review:
· The National Evaluation Series (NES) Special Education (601) Test adopted by Arizona and Oregon
· The Exceptional Student Education K-12 (061) Test adopted by Florida
· The NYSTCE Students with Disabilities (060) Test adopted by New York
· The Learning Behavior Specialist I (155) Test adopted by Illinois
· The MTLE Special Education Core Skills Test adopted by Minnesota
· The MEGA Mild/Moderate Cross Categorical Special Education Test (050) adopted by Missouri
· The OAE Special Education (043) Test adopted by Ohio
· The CEOE Mild-Moderate Disabilities (129) Test adopted by Oklahoma
· The PECT Special Education PreK-8 & 7-12 Test adopted by Pennsylvania prior to 2022
· The WEST-E Special Education (070) Test adopted by Washington

· A passing score on the Texas Special Education EC-12 (161) test satisfies all requirements except “Instruction on appropriate use of augmentative and alternative communication and other assistive technologies”

· A passing score on any of the following exams satisfies all requirements except “Preparation, implementation, and evaluation of Individualized Education Programs” and “Instruction on appropriate use of augmentative and alternative communication and other assistive technologies”
· The Praxis II 5543 test (no longer administered)
· The Praxis II 5354 test (no longer administered)
· A passing score on the “Old” Moderate Disabilities MTEL which is no longer administered satisfies all competency review “coverage of” requirements except “Instruction on appropriate use of augmentative and alternative communication and other assistive technologies” when the testing company verifies this option electronically
[bookmark: _Toc146542178][bookmark: _Toc228371277]Library:
· A passing score on any of the following exams satisfies all requirements within a Competency Review: 
· The Praxis II 5311 (Library Media Specialist) has transitioned to 5312 (School Librarian): both versions accepted
· The National Evaluation Series (NES) School Library Media Specialist (502) Test adopted by Arizona and Oregon
· The Educational Media Specialist PK-12 (010) Test adopted by Florida
· The GACE Media Specialist Assessment (Combined 601) Test adopted by Georgia
· The ILTS Library Information Specialist (175) Test adopted by Illinois
· The MTTC Library Media (048) Test adopted by Michigan
· The MTLE Library Media Specialist Test adopted by Minnesota
· The MEGA Library Media Specialist (042) Test adopted by Missouri
· The NYSTCE Library Medial Specialist (074) Test adopted by New York
· The CEOE Library-Medial Specialist (038) Test adopted by Oklahoma
· The TExEs School Librarian (150) Test adopted by Texas
· The WEST-E Library Media (042) Test adopted by Washington
[bookmark: _Toc146542179][bookmark: _Toc228371278]Foreign Language/World Language American Sign Language:
· A passing score (rating of at least intermediate) on the SLPI: ASL test will satisfy “Expressive and receptive fluency in American Sign Language at a level of proficiency set by the Board”
· A passing score on all 3 subtests of the California Subject Examination for Teachers American Sign Language exam will satisfy all requirements except for: Expressive and receptive fluency in American Sign Language at a level of proficiency set by the Board; and Knowledge of methods of instruction in American Sign Language
[bookmark: _Toc146542180][bookmark: _Toc228371279]Foreign Language/World Languages for which there is no MTEL subject matter test for the language:
· At least an Advanced Low score on the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) OPI and WPT proficiency tests satisfies “Spoken and written command of a standard version of the target language (the version used by a formally educated speaker of the language)”.
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