
ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION TOOL 
 Date Completed:

Student Name: Student SASID: 

District: Student DOB: 

School: 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Teams should use the criteria below to determine if the student meets the criteria 
of the definition of “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities” to be eligible for the state-wide alternate 
assessment based on alternate achievement standards (e.g., MCAS-Alt). 

PARTICIPATION CRITERIA: SOURCES OF EVIDENCE: 

1. 
Consider formal and informal results 

Students’ cognitive disabilities are 
evidenced by significant delays in 
attaining age-level academic achievement 
standards, even with systematic, 
extensive individually designed 
instruction, related services, and 
modifications. 

 Yes 

 No 

2. Students’ cognitive disabilities
significantly impact their educational
performance and ability to
apply what they learn from one
setting to another.

 Yes 

 No 

Classroom Observations: 

OTHER: 

3. Student requires extensive, direct
individualized instruction and substantial
support to achieve measurable gains on
the challenging State academic content
standards for the grade in which the
student is enrolled; and

 Yes 

 No 

Clinical/Specialists Evaluations: 

OTHER: 

4. Students perform significantly below
average in general cognitive functioning and
adaptive behavior.

This is defined as a student functioning 
two or more standard deviations below 
the mean on commonly accepted norm-
referenced assessments in both

). 

 cognitive 
functioning and adaptive behavior (e.g., 
two or more adaptive skill areas such as daily 
living skills, communication, self-care, social 
skills, and academic skills

 Yes 

 No 

Cognitive Evaluations: 

Adaptive Behavior Assessment: 

The Team has reviewed all four criteria and determined each criterion has been 
met, and the student is eligible for the alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards.  

 Yes 

 Participation in the alternate assessment indicates all content areas will be assessed. (ELA, Math, Science, Civics). 

 No

(Looking for actual SD #)
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	Date Completed: 10/25/2023
	Student Name: Sample Student
	Student SASID: 1023456789
	District: Everybody 
	Student DOB: 5/6/2012
	School: Maybeyours
	1_Evidence: The student requires small group specialized and individualized instruction, as appropriate, in all academics, from a special education teacher and program paraprofessionals as the student learns in a substantially separate program with a modified curriculum. A multi-sensory approach, hands-on activities, and repetition and re-teaching of skills will be among the methods utilized for instruction. A total communication approach is used with the student.Related services: OT, PT, Adaptive PE, SLP
	2_Classroom: In class time:  4/14/2023 (sub-separate) The student was observed today in the classroom.  The student did not respond to verbal prompting and was observed to be looking around the room. The student needed substantial prompting.  The student needed adult support from the teacher to choose an activity. The student chose blocks but needed hand-over-hand support to manipulate the materials to count and build with them.
	2_Other: Instruction time: Reading GroupThe student did not visually attend to the reading activity and mostly engaged in self-stimulatory behavior. The student was not observed to make eye contact, show communicative intent, or take an interest in peers or adults around. 
	3_ClinicalSpecialists: The student's observed and reported communication skills indicate significant deficits. The student presents complex communication needs and his current communication skill set is consistent with the classification of a beginning communicator with limited to no functional speech (LTNFS). 
	3_Other: AAAS Resource Guide: needs the access Skills.
	4_Cognitive: WISC-IV on 5/2020: FSIQ 68, (-2.25 Standard Deviations, SD)
	4_AdaptiveBehavior: Adaptive Behavior Assessment System, Third Edition (ABAS-3) 5/2023General Adaptive Composite- <-3.0 SD, Extremely Low.  Scaled Score = 58, SD=-2.75Communication= SD=-2.75Daily Living Skills =SD -2.75Socialization=SD -2.75Motor Skills= SD -2.75
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	FINAL: Yes_F


