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This update is published by DESE to provide Massachusetts educators with information, guidance, and support to complete the MCAS-Alt for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

1. MCAS-Alt Presentation Opportunities
If your school or district is planning any MCAS-Alt presentation events, such as parent breakfasts, classroom presentations, or other opportunities for students to share their completed MCAS-Alt work samples, please share information with DESE. When possible, DESE staff may be able to attend MCAS-Alt presentation events so that we may support your school and highlight the students’ achievements. Please contact Sarah Luz, Coordinator of MCAS-Alt, at Sarah.Luz@mass.gov, with information on MCAS-Alt presentation events.
2. MCAS-Alt Review Sessions: March 2026
Review sessions for the MCAS-Alt will be offered in-person and virtually in March; see the Training Opportunities webpage for dates, times, locations and registration. 

For registration assistance, contact the MCAS Service Center at 800-737-5103. If an ASL interpreter is needed, requests can be made by emailing MCASevents@cognia.org no later than February 13, 2026, to ensure the availability of an interpreter.

3. Administrators' Corner
Supporting Educators
Given the time educators spend inputting the data for their students’ MCAS-Alts, DESE requests that principals and administrator support educators by doing the following:
· facilitating flexible scheduling, planning time, and classroom coverage where possible for educators to work on documenting data
· reviewing the MCAS-Alt recommended timeline, found in the 2026 Educator's Manual for MCAS-Alt 
· encouraging educators to attend an in-person or virtual DESE review session in March
· reviewing assessments periodically to ensure that they are on schedule for completion by the March 27, 2026, submission deadline


Ordering Additional Materials 
To order additional MCAS-Alt materials after receiving your first order, locate your Ship Code on the Materials Summary and go to www.mcasservicecenter.com. Click on “MCAS Alternate Assessment,” then click on “Additional Materials” and place your order. Materials ordered online will be shipped the following business day if the order is received by 12:00 p.m. and before the deadline listed below. Orders received after 12:00 p.m. and before the deadline will be shipped for receipt on the second business day. The deadline to order additional materials is 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026.
Returning MCAS-Alt Materials
Administrators or their designees will need time to review the assessments prior to returning test materials. Principals should also sign the Principal's Certification of Proper Administration (PCPA) form to verify the authenticity of students' portfolios. A UPS pickup of completed binders should be scheduled through MCAS Service Center by 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 26.

4. Educators’ Corner 
Visuals of Complete Strands and Checking for Completeness
When compiling evidence and data for a student’s MCAS-Alt, educators may find the following visuals useful to confirm that each required strand has been addressed. (Since many content areas require more than one strand, please refer to pages 10-20 in the Educator’s Manual for specific requirements in each grade level). In addition, a Checking for Completeness document is available in the Forms and Graphs online application within the student’s profile, located in the Table of Contents.


[image: Visual of a Completed Strand for ELA–Language, ELA–Reading, and Mathematics MCAS-Alt.

Strand Cover Sheet: attached to each strand being submitted
plus
Skills Survey: administered in each strand
plus
Data Chart: Bar, Line or Field Data Chart documenting the measurable outcome on at least 8 different dates
plus 
First piece of primary evidence: work sample, photo, or video
plus
Second piece of primary evidence: work sample, photo, or video


]

[image: Visual of a Completed Strand for ELA–Writing MCAS-Alt.
A completed strand should include:
Skills Survey
plus
Baseline Description
plus
Baseline Sample
plus
3 final work descriptions
plus 
3 final writing samples
plus 3 pre-scored rubrics]

[image: Visual of a Completed Strand for STE MCAS-Alt.
A complete STE strand includes: STE Cover Sheet plus 3 STE Summary Sheets with Evidence (each on a different STE Practice) and one completed Skills Survey for entire content area.][image: Visual of a Completed Strand for Civics (Grade 8) MCAS-Alt.
A complete Civics Strand includes: 
1 Civics Strand Cover Sheet 
1 Civics Skills Survey             
        (Core Ideas A, B, and C must be completed)
3 Civics Summary Sheets   
       (one each for Core Idea A, B, and C)
 Each Summary Sheet documents:
entry point/access skill
the evidence that documents the entry point or access skill
accuracy and independence 
]
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