
2022 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 5 English Language Arts 
Question 12: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.3 - Write narratives to develop experiences or events using effective 
literary techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured sequences. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
Item Description: Write a narrative describing what happens next in a passage. 
 
 
View item in MCAS Digital Item Library 

 

Essay Prompt  
 
For this question, you will write a narrative based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Use characters, settings, events, and other details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on Saving Marty, write a narrative that tells what will most likely happen the next 
time Lorenzo enters Marty into a race. Use what you know about the characters, setting, 
and events from the passage to write your narrative. 

 
 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://mcas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home?subject=ELA&grades=Grade%205&view=ALL&itemUIN=EL834856783
https://mcas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home?subject=ELA&grades=Grade%205&view=ALL&itemUIN=EL834856783
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

4A • Central idea is clear and fully developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the purpose for writing 

4B 

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the purpose for writing 

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the purpose for writing 

1 

• Central idea is not present and/or not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal or no organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the purpose for writing 

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 
3B 
3C 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or 
insufficient length. 

 

*In both scoring guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 4A and 4B). 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4A 
The narrative is fully developed and is a clear continuation of the story that describes what happens the 
next time Lorenzo enters Marty into a race. A balance of dialogue and description is effective in 
conveying the personalities of the characters. The story is well-grounded in the setting, as shown by 
examples such as, “As Marty and I enter the stadium again, people are cheering” and “Marty races down 
the path.” Organization helps elevate the tense moments leading up to Marty’s win. Details are effective, 
with descriptive use of language as evidenced by “still lingering” and “hits the ground, running towards 
the finish line using every bit of his energy” which contributes to a clear expression of ideas. Overall, 
there is full awareness of the purpose for writing and a strong sense of character development and 
description of action.  

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
The narrative demonstrates consistent control of a variety of punctuation skills and utilizes italics for 
effect. For example, “As Mary and I walk over to the starting line, I notice that he said animal [obstacle] 
course not dog [obstacle] course.” Sentence structures are varied throughout the narrative in length and 
style. Despite a few minor spelling errors like “obstical,” other complex vocabulary such as “autograph,” 
“sweat,” and “lingering” are used correctly. Based on its length and complexity, the narrative 
demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4B 
The narrative is fully developed and is a clear continuation of the story and effective use of the existing 
characters to show what will happen the next time Lorenzo enters Marty into a race. A purposeful 
selection of descriptive details is used to describe the setting as evidenced by “I woke up and the sun was 
barely shining” and “out of my sleeping chamber.” The use of details demonstrates effective organization, 
and the story continues to develop with Lorenzo looking at the calendar and reflecting on Marty’s win. A 
sense of urgency is carried through the second body paragraph as the plot unfolds: “‘Ya think we will 
make it in time?’” An engaging conclusion clearly describes Marty’s race with details like “It was all 
down to Marty and the great dane” and “grabbed the hotdog, and passed the finish line.” The narrative 
provides a balance of description and dialogue and displays full awareness of the purpose for writing. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
The narrative shows consistent control of a variety of punctuation skills, sentences structures, and 
mechanics. Effective use of punctuation including correct use of quotation marks and italics is 
demonstrated in this example: “‘Your grandson is bringing a pig into a dog race.’” Although there are 
some minor errors in spelling and comma usage, there is sufficient demonstration of overall control. 
Based on its length and complexity, the narrative demonstrates consistent control of standard English 
conventions for this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The narrative is moderately developed and describes what happens the next time Lorenzo enters Marty 
into a race. Ideas are adequately expressed and moderately organized through a description of the day of 
the race. The race is described clearly, and character development is present as shown through examples 
of Marty’s triumphant win: “His hind legs were moving faster than ever before. We were inches away 
from the finish line.” Overall, there is adequate character development and sufficient awareness of the 
purpose for writing. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The narrative reveals consistent control of a variety of punctuation skills, sentences structures, and 
mechanics. Effective use of punctuation, including correct use of quotation marks and commas, is 
demonstrated in this example: “‘Three, two, one, go.’” Based on its length and complexity, the narrative 
demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 
 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The narrative is somewhat developed and includes what happens the next time Lorenzo enters Marty into 
a race. The narrative offers a basic expression of ideas using descriptions such as “he’ll put up a fight” 
and “stubborn as a horse” to offer character development. There is limited description of a setting and no 
dialogue, but the focus on the narrator’s pride in Marty is somewhat developed in examples such as “I’ll 
be proud of Marty no matter what,” “I know he’ll do great,” and “I am so proud that Marty is my pig.” 
Few details are included about the race, which also contributes to limited organization. The narrative 
demonstrates partial awareness of the purpose for writing. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
The narrative demonstrates mostly consistent control over grammar, usage, and mechanics. Capitalization 
and periods are correctly used. There are minor errors such as “Which gives us confidence so I know he’ll 
do great” and “know’s.” Words such as “excited” and “Especially” are used correctly, but overall the 
language is fairly simple and there is little variety in sentence structure. Ultimately, the short length of the 
narrative is insufficient to reveal more than mostly consistent control of standard English conventions for 
this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The narrative includes basic dialogue and a few details to tell what happens the next time Lorenzo enters 
Marty into a race. There is some reference to “what happened last time,” but this is not connected to what 
is described at this next race. Organization is minimal as events are lacking detail and the story ends 
abruptly with the quotation “‘I really don’t want to deal with him again.’” Overall, insufficient description 
and plot development reveal minimal awareness of the narrative elements and the purpose for writing. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
The narrative demonstrates little variety or control of sentence structures. Although there is correct usage 
of periods and quotation marks, there is no sustained evidence of other mechanics or variation in types of 
sentence structure. Based on its limited length and lack of complexity, the narrative shows minimal 
control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response contains some evidence that the student has read the text, but it does not provide a narrative 
that tells what happens the next time Lorenzo enters Marty into a race. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
The response is of insufficient length and complexity. There are errors in capitalization and punctuation 
that demonstrate no control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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