
2023 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Question 12: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
Item Description: Write an essay that explains how a character changes over the course 
of a passage; use information from the passage to support the explanation. 
 
 
View item in MCAS Digital Item Library 

 

Essay Prompt  
 
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea. 
• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on “Your Question for Author Here,” write an essay that explains how exchanging 
letters with Maureen changes Joe. Be sure to use information from the story to develop your 
essay. 

 
 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home?subject=ELA&grades=Grade%206&view=ALL&itemUIN=EL807016586
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A 
• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details  
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas  
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

5B 

4 

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

 
Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 

3B 

3C 

3D 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or 
insufficient length. 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).  
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The essay provides full and insightful development of how Joe changes and comes to “reveal his true 
self.” Evidence is skillfully organized across multiple paragraphs, and explanations demonstrate that Joe 
changes by finding “a connection with his belongings,” by being able “to relate himself and his interests 
to [Maureen’s] stories,” and by discovering “about himself something he did not know was a part of 
him.” Perceptive analyses demonstrate full awareness of the task, including the following, “She 
[Maureen] is guiding him to the key that will open up the door [to] his imagination.” Overall, the writing 
makes connections between ideas and the task and provides meaningful evidence from the passage to 
explore and develop the central idea.  

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
The essay demonstrates consistent control of a variety of sentence structures. Quotations are correctly 
integrated into the essay, and grammar, usage, and mechanics are consistent. Although occasional errors 
are noted, such as in the spelling of the word “phychic,” they do not detract from the essay’s ideas. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The essay fully develops the idea that over the course of exchanging letters with Maureen, Joe becomes 
more observant and develops into a writer. Evidence is skillfully selected to support the central idea that 
Joe changes through exchanging letters with Maureen. Each paragraph begins by describing these 
changes in Joe, resulting in a clear organizational pattern, as seen in this example: “Secondly, Joe had 
now become a writer from exchanging letters with Maureen.” The essay demonstrates full awareness of 
the task by concluding with the recognition that Joe “has improved and became somebody new.” 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
A variety of sentences structures are used in the essay, including seemingly simple sentences for effect, 
such as “Unquestionably, Joe has become a writer throughout all of this. Maureen thinks he has and I 
think he has too.” Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics is evident throughout the essay, 
despite some minor punctuation errors. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The central idea that Joe is changed for the better when exchanging letters with Maureen is well-
developed in the essay. Explanations are clear and effective, describing how in the beginning of the 
passage Maureen teaches Joe “not to make assumptions,” then “he grows to like her,” and finally “he 
learns to write haikus.”  Quotations are effectively integrated and demonstrate full awareness of the task, 
as evidenced in this example: “At first, Joe ends his letters in a rude manner, saying, ‘I’m Not 
Kidding,/Joe Jones.’ However, later in the story, he ends his letters with, ‘Your kid-in-school pal,/Joe,’ 
proving that he changes his view.” 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The essay shows consistent control of a variety of sentence structures and standard English conventions 
relative to the length and complexity of the writing. A few errors in spelling are present, such as 
“assumtions,” but the writer’s control is evident, including correctly punctuated quotations. Overall, the 
writing shows grade-level control of mechanics. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The central idea that exchanging letters with Maureen changes Joe is moderately developed in the essay, 
which establishes that at the beginning of the passage Joe is ungrateful and by the end he is thankful. 
Appropriate evidence is selected to support the central idea, but the expression of ideas regarding how 
Joe’s attitude changes over the course of his interaction with Maureen is only adequately expressed. The 
essay includes a long quotation and a somewhat general explanation that “Maureen asked him all these 
questions to prove to him that he was a writer.” While there is sufficient awareness of the task, the essay 
contains more details about Maureen’s response to Joe than an explanation of how Joe changes through 
the experience. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D 
The essay demonstrates consistent control of sentence structures. Relative to the length of the essay, 
errors with mechanics are present but do not affect meaning. Some minor errors in spelling appear as 
well, such as “ungreatful” and “bizzar,” but the essay uses quotation marks and apostrophes effectively.  
The essay demonstrates grade-level control of standard English conventions. 
 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea that exchanging letters with Maureen changes Joe is somewhat developed in the essay. 
The essay demonstrates a basic understanding of how Joe “went from being annoyed and having an 
attitude with Maureen, to listening to her and taking her advi[c]e.” Organization is limited in the essay, 
though the writing utilizes transitions, such as, “In the beginning of the passage” and “Later on in the 
story” to signal changes in Joe. The essay demonstrates the changes in Joe mainly by referring to events 
in the passage with limited explanation, such as in these examples: “Joe shows and tells Maureen this” 
and “Maureen then replies back.” 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
Mostly consistent control of standard English conventions is apparent, relative to the length and 
complexity of the essay. A few minor spelling errors (e.g., “recieved” or “advise”) are present, and 
sentence variety is limited. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The central idea that Joe changes is minimally developed in the response. The essay demonstrates a poor 
expression of ideas. Details are insufficient to explain how Joe changes, as shown in examples like “Joe 
learned to express himself better and made a friend,” and “Joe was changed and was less impulsive and 
more thoughtful.” The response has minimal organization and lacks transitions between ideas. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
There are few noticeable errors in standard English conventions in this response, but the simplicity and 
repetition of sentence structures, such as “Joe just wanted,” “Joe wrote,” “Joe learned,” and “Joe was 
changed,” prevents the response from demonstrating grade-level control. The response is comprehensible 
but too brief to demonstrate more than minimal control of standard English conventions. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response provides no development of the central idea that exchanging letters with Maureen changes 
Joe. There is evidence that the student has read the passage, with reference to sending “letters back and 
forth,” but the response does not address the task. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
There is no evidence of control of standard English conventions. Capitalization and punctuation are 
missing, and there is no demonstration of grade-level sentence complexity. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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