
   
 

   
 

2023 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Question 12: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
Item Description: Write an essay explaining the significance of an object to a group of 
people; use information from the passages to support your explanation. 
 
 
View item in MCAS Digital Item Library 

 

Essay Prompt  
 
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea. 
• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on “Here There Be Jaguars” and “Creature Close-Up,” write an essay that explains 
how cameras are a useful tool for people hoping to protect wildlife. Be sure to use 
information from both articles to develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home?subject=ELA&grades=Grade%207&view=ALL&itemUIN=EL006653237
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A 
• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details  
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas  
• Full awareness of the task and mode 5B 

4 

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

 
Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 
Score* Description 

3A 
 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 
3B 
3C 
3D 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 

complexity and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics 
and/or insufficient length. 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).  
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The central idea that cameras can be an important way to provide both public exposure for threatened 
wildlife and useful data for researchers is fully developed throughout the essay. The introduction 
expresses full awareness of the task and is well supported by a skillful balance of explanation and 
evidence. Thoughtful organization, both overall and within body paragraphs, makes it easy to understand 
the information presented. The essay insightfully weaves in relevant details from both passages on the 
camera’s ability to safely and noninvasively document wildlife behavior, capture threatened species in 
environments otherwise too hazardous, remote, or dark to observe, and collect data over sustained 
periods, “revealing things about nature and animals that humans have never encountered before.” A 
variety of transitions, such as “Without wanting the risk”; “Ultimately, the rough and dangerous lands”; 
and “Cameras can also capture videos and photos at night” deftly connect ideas and contribute to a rich 
expression of ideas. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
Consistent control is evident across a wide variety of complex sentence structures and mechanics. 
Parentheses and punctuation are correct when citing text evidence. Grammar and usage exhibit consistent 
control. The essay’s length and complexity provide opportunity to demonstrate control of grade-level 
standard English conventions 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The central idea that cameras are a useful tool for people hoping to protect wildlife is fully developed in 
the essay and supported with specific details from both passages. Information is logically organized, and 
full awareness of the task is consistently maintained. With a balance of text evidence and analysis, body 
paragraphs explain how cameras, without causing harm or discomfort to animals, provide a greater 
understanding of wildlife. The essay emphasizes how cameras allow for “amazing discoveries” and bring 
greater visibility to the dangers these species face. A variety of transitions are employed, such as “To 
begin, cameras are a helpful tool”; “By using information such as when and where a photo is captured”; 
and “In addition, cameras are also a useful tool”, demonstrating the skillful organization of the essay. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
Consistent control is evident across a wide variety of grammar, punctuation skills, and sentence 
structures. The essay is developed and, given its length, shows sustained control of standard English 
conventions throughout. Spelling errors, such as “disturbe,” are minor, given the overall complexity of the 
writing. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The essay presents a clear and well-developed central idea, explaining how cameras are a useful tool to 
bring awareness “to the public with emotional and harsh images of the animals’ reality, help scientists 
better understand the habits of mysterious animals and lead to discoveries, or use data to protect certain 
animals and their habitats.” Transitions are functional and organization is effective, if somewhat 
formulaic; examples include “First,” “Also,” and “Last but not least.” Explanations are effective, but there 
is less elaboration in some parts of the essay, as shown in this example: “His camera helps him by taking 
all the photos he needs to get his message across.” Consistent focus shows full awareness of the task. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The essay contains a variety of simple and complex sentences that show consistent control of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics. Errors, such as the mispunctuated citation in the second body paragraph, are 
relatively minor and infrequent. Given its length and complexity, the essay demonstrates consistent 
control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 
 

 

Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The central idea is moderately developed throughout the essay, with each body paragraph explaining a 
different aspect of how cameras can be a useful tool for people hoping to protect wildlife. The essay 
asserts that photography spreads public awareness “of animals being affected badly from human activity” 
and that camera traps provide biologists information that enables them to help threatened wildlife. In 
addition, the essay describes how cameras allow biologists to map out endangered species’ habitats and 
“know what areas to protect if somebody wants to build something that can destroy the animals home”. 
Organization of body paragraphs is formulaic, and transitions are functional, contributing to an adequate 
expression of ideas. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D 
The essay is somewhat lacking in complexity at times, with similar sentence structures repeated in each 
body paragraph, but overall, control of a variety of mechanics is evident. Errors are present, such as the 
sentence fragments in the introduction and conclusion and the quotation in the first body paragraph that is 
punctuated incorrectly. These errors are minor, though, and infrequent throughout the essay. The length of 
the essay is sufficient to demonstrate consistent command of standard English conventions for the grade 
level. 
 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea is somewhat developed, explaining how cameras can be a useful tool to gain scientific 
understanding of jaguars and other threatened animals, and how photography can draw attention to 
wildlife in need of protection. While there is some understanding of the task, the essay’s explanation is 
limited and does little to expound upon the text evidence presented, as in the following sentence: “This 
helps scientists understand more about jaguars and how they can help them.” The absence of further 
development contributes to a somewhat basic expression of ideas. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
The response exhibits mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. While errors are 
minor, sentence structures are simple and repetitive, such as “Cameras are a useful tool”; “Cameras are 
helpful”; “Cameras are also helpful because”; and “Cameras can make a big difference in the lives of 
many species.” Given the length of the response, with the body paragraph consisting largely of quoted 
material from the passages, the response is too brief to demonstrate consistent control. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The central idea of the response is not developed. Details relating to how cameras are a useful tool are 
minimal, as noted in this example: “[W]hen someone wants to build a road or something than Miguel 
Gomez can tell the person where not to build it to protect wildlife there.” Little explanation is provided, 
contributing to a poor expression of ideas, and organization is minimal. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics is demonstrated. Run-on sentences, as well as 
punctuation and spelling errors (“kof”), are notable throughout the brief response. Little complexity is 
attempted and the response does not display consistent control of standard English conventions. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response may indicate that the student has read the passage, but the task is not addressed. The 
response does not discuss how cameras can be a useful tool for protecting wildlife. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
The lengthy run-on sentence contains errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Overall, the response 
is also of insufficient length to show any level of control. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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