
2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 10 English Language Arts 
Question 22: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.1 - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
Item Description: Write an essay arguing that a specific action can benefit individuals and 
communities based on two articles on similar topics; use information from both articles to 
develop the essay. 
 
This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  
 

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea/thesis. 
• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on “Green Thumb” and “How Far Can Vertical Farming Go?,” write an essay arguing that 
alternative methods of growing food can benefit both individuals and communities. Be sure to use 
information from both articles to develop your essay. 

 
 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A 
• Central idea/thesis is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details  
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas  
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

5B 

4 

• Central idea/thesis is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3 

• Central idea/thesis is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

• Central idea/thesis may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea/thesis is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

 
Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 

3B 

3C 

3D 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or 
insufficient length. 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).  
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The essay is fully developed and organized with insightful evidence. The 
introduction acknowledges the counterclaim and then argues that “alternative 
methods of growing food can benefit both individuals and communities throughout 
the world.” The first body paragraph explains the positive impacts of urban farming 
with relevant supporting information from “Green Thumb”: The “vast production of 
crops in multiple areas” provides a benefit to the communities around them. This 
body paragraph also states that the “idea of people cultivating their own crops and 
food” can “have an immense impact on how people view their food.” The second 
body paragraph describes vertical farming as a modernized method that reduces 
the use of fertilizers and allows crops to grow in less conventional places. 
Supporting evidence from “How Far Can Vertical Farming Go?” is skillfully selected 
and explained. The conclusion acknowledges that drawbacks to alternative farming 
methods do exist but asserts the benefits to both communities and individuals. The 
essay is skillfully organized with a balanced explanation of the benefits to 
individuals and communities. There is a rich expression of ideas and a full 
awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3A 
Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures is demonstrated throughout 
the essay. Minor errors in sentence construction are present but do not interfere 
with meaning: “Individuals and communities can grow closer to the food they 
produce as they connect more with what they are eating and are able to 
understand how their food is produced with the genuine want to eat what they 
make for themselves as well as benefit others in the community who are looking for 
a nutrition meal.” Overall, the length and the complexity of sentences demonstrate 
consistent control of standard English conventions.  
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Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The essay is fully developed and skillfully organized to support the argument that 
vertical farming can benefit individuals and communities. The introduction 
addresses some of the constraints of traditional farming and argues that “vertical 
farming provides incredible benefits to many people, from single families to entire 
neighborhoods.” The first body paragraph explains that the health of consumers will 
be improved because the food produced by vertical farms “contain fewer pesticides” 
and has “more vitamins and nutrients.” The paragraph also states that because of 
their small size, vertical farms have the “potential to improve the health of the 
consumer” by being “closer to the consumer.” The second body paragraph 
transitions to an explanation of the benefits of farming with less space, including 
“cheaper and more accessible” produce. Ideas are richly expressed, such as in the 
last sentence of the second body paragraph: “Healthy food at a low cost seems like 
a dream, but vertical farming can make it a reality.” The third body paragraph 
focuses on benefits to the community, such as “giving people a way to make money 
to buy healthy food.” The conclusion reiterates the benefits of vertical farming: 
“Vertical farming is the future of farming, and it all starts with one seed.” 
Throughout the essay, evidence from the articles is skillfully integrated and 
explained in support of the argument. There is a full awareness of the task and 
mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3B 
Grammar, usage, and mechanics are consistently controlled across varied sentence 
structures. The essay is relatively free of errors, and its length and complexity 
provide the opportunity to demonstrate consistent control of standard English 
conventions. 



Grade 10 ELA Question 22  page 6 of 12 

 
 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The essay includes a clear and well-developed central idea. The introduction argues 
that “alternative methods of growing food” can benefit individuals and communities 
through shorter production times, more accessibility, and cheaper costs. The first 
body paragraph states that the method of “shortened time production” enables 
more food to be produced for the community. The explanation is supported through 
an effective selection of evidence. The second body paragraph addresses the 
benefits of having “more places to grow” produce. The third body paragraph 
explains the overall benefit of potential cost savings through vertical farming. The 
conclusion reiterates the ideas mentioned earlier in the essay. Overall, the essay is 
effectively organized and includes an effective selection and explanation of 
evidence. There is a full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3C 
Consistent control of conventions is demonstrated in the use of varied sentence 
forms: “Many alternative methods of growing food absolutely can benefit both 
individuals and our communities by shorter time production, more accessability, 
and cheaper costs.” Minor spelling errors (such as “accessability” and “varities”) do 
not detract from meaning. The essay is sufficiently long and complex enough to 
demonstrate consistent control of standard English conventions. 
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Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The essay includes a general and moderately developed central idea. The brief 
introduction addresses the benefits of alternative methods for growing food by 
stating that communities become “closer to the food that they eat” and individuals 
are provided with improved “access to higher quality food.” The first body 
paragraph states the benefits of alternative farming to communities. The second 
body paragraph explains the benefits to individuals. Evidence from both articles, 
quoted or paraphrased, is generally explained throughout the body paragraphs. 
Supporting details are appropriate, and ideas are adequately expressed. There is 
sufficient awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3D 
The essay contains few errors, and its sentences are varied: “Overall, urban 
farming improves individual and communal health by reducing environmental 
impact, bringing communities closer to the food they eat, making neighborhoods 
more beautiful, and improving access to higher quality food.” The length and 
complexity of the essay are sufficient to demonstrate consistent control of standard 
English conventions. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea is somewhat developed in a single paragraph. The paragraph 
contains limited details supporting the argument that “alternative methods of 
growing food can benefit both individuals and communities.” One quotation is 
selected from each article to support the central idea. The explanations of the 
quoted evidence are brief. There is a basic expression of ideas and a partial 
awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 2 
The writing demonstrates mostly consistent control of sentences, grammar, usage, 
and mechanics. There are some errors in capitalization and spelling (“infintly” and 
“nutritous”), but the meaning is mostly clear in the response. Sentences are mostly 
varied. Overall, the length and complexity of the writing does not allow 
demonstration of consistent control. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The central idea is not developed in the response. The argument that alternative 
methods of growing food can benefit both individuals and communities is poorly 
expressed. Details are insufficient to support the argument. There is a minimal 
awareness of the task. 

Standard English Conventions 1 
There are errors in capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structures 
throughout the brief response. The number of errors demonstrates minimal control 
of standard English conventions for this grade level. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response shows some indication that the student has read the article(s) but 
does not address the prompt.  

Standard English Conventions 0 
The response lacks capitalization and punctuation and is too brief to demonstrate 
any control of standard English conventions. 

 
 

Back to Scoring Guides 

 


	2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide
	Grade 10 English Language Arts
	Question 22: Essay
	Essay Prompt
	Scoring Guide for Idea Development
	Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions
	Idea Development—Score Point 5A
	Standard English Conventions 3A
	Idea Development—Score Point 5B
	Standard English Conventions 3B
	Idea Development—Score Point 4
	Standard English Conventions 3C
	Idea Development—Score Point 3
	Standard English Conventions 3D
	Idea Development—Score Point 2
	Standard English Conventions 2
	Idea Development—Score Point 1
	Standard English Conventions 1
	Idea Development—Score Point 0
	Standard English Conventions 0



