
2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 8 Civics 
Question 10: Constructed-Response  
 
   
Reporting Category: Rights & Responsibilities 
Practice Category: Explanations and Reasoning 
Standard: 8.T4.13 - Examine the influence of public and private interest groups in a 
democracy, including policy research organizations (e.g. Pew Research Center, Brookings 
Institute, Heritage Foundation) in shaping debate about public policy. 
Item Description: Analyze a source to explain the role of policy organizations in the 
development of public policy. 
 
This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

 

Question 
 
Explain one reason it is important to a democracy for policy organizations, such as 
the ones mentioned in Source 3, to provide the information they collect to the 
federal government. 
 
 

Source 3 

When changes to the nutritional guideline rules for school meals were being 
proposed, policy organizations researched school nutrition programs. From their 
research, they found the following information: 

• About 70% of parents thought that schools should follow healthy 
nutritional guidelines. 

• Concentration and thinking skills improved in students who ate healthy 
meals in school. 

• Many principals reported that their schools would need more money to 
provide healthy meals for students. 

 

Continue to the following page to see the sample student responses for this question.  

 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Score Point 1A* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1B* 
 

Score Point 0 
 

 

*Letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same score (e.g., 1A and 1B). 

 

 


	2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide
	Grade 8 Civics
	Question 10: Constructed-Response
	Question
	Source 3
	Score Point 1A*
	Score Point 1B*
	Score Point 0



