2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide

Grade 8 Civics
Question 11: Constructed-Response

Reporting Category: Rights & Responsibilities

Practice Category: Civics-based Questioning

Standard: 8.74.10 - Analyze issues involving liberty in conflict with equality or authority,
individual rights in conflict with the common good, or majority rule in conflict with minority
rights.

Item Description: Analyze an issue involving individual rights conflicting with the common
good, explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights and the
common good, and describe an action that can be taken to promote changing a law.

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center.

Scoring Guide
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.

Score* Description

The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of an issue involving individual rights
4A in conflict with the common good. The response clearly explains why the law could restrict
individual rights and why it could support the common good. The response clearly explains
why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good. The
4B response also clearly describes one action that the students could take to promote
changing the law.

The response demonstrates a general understanding of an issue involving individual rights

3 in conflict with the common good.

2 The response demonstrates a limited understanding of an issue involving individual rights
= in conflict with the common good.

1 The response demonstrates a minimal understanding of an issue involving individual rights
= in conflict with the common good.

0 The response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or

concept being measured.

*Letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same score (e.g., 4A and 4B).


https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/

Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 4A

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’'s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school's music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school’'s music department budget will be
voted on. It is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

The first amendment gives us the right to protest. If this right gets taken away by a law that requires
you to have a permit in order to protest, it restricts many people who want to protest from exercising
their first amendment right.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the common good.

It benefits the common good because the protest is loud and affects and bothers many people who
live in the area. Requiring a permit allows for a more peaceful environment for the people.

Part C

Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

Democratic governments need to balance out individual rights with common good because they need
to let people lawfully exercise their rights, but also need to protect the living conditions as well as
rights for everyone else.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

One action the students can take is handing out flyers and promoting the change of law to more
people for more support.

Back to Scoring Guides
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Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 4B

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school’s music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school's music department budget will be
voted on. It Is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

It is restricted the right to free speech which includes protest. Protest is a form of peaceful actions so
it is ones right to potest. Requiring a perimit is restricted these rights.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the common good.

‘ Requiring a permit can support the common good because it can decrease the disturbance for others.

It can also force epople to think if this ation is necssary and important enought o protest for.

Part C
Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

Democratic governments need to balance individual rights wiht the common good because it is
important for on to express themselves and still prvide comfort for the society.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

| They should start a peition to understand how the ociety feels about this law.

Back to Scoring Guides
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Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 3

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school’s music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school’s music department budget will be
voted on. It is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

Some students may be thinking that the law directly offends the first amendment rights. The first
amendment states, freedom of speech, religion, and press. This law restricts individual rights, since
needing to have a permit of paying a fine is something the kids cannot do. This makes sure that their
freedom of speech, (playing music), is restricted when they are trying to protest to increase their
school's musical budget. Some of the students may be facing with low budget issues or cannot talk to
an official to gather up a permit. This makes it very difficult for the students to express their rights
(protesting) toward the school's music department.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the commen good.

Having a permit will support the common good, since uninvolved people will know of this event and
will not be disturbed. In this example, the official said that some of the citizens complained about the
noise being created outside. This will surely cause disturbance in their daily lives and would impact
them in negative ways. For example, the family next to (nearby house) the protesting kids have a
baby, and the baby wakes up and starts yelling. This event would create distrubance for the family as
they have to figure out a solution to make the baby stop crying. Having a permit would grant them
legal access to express their speech and would make sure all the citizens would be fine before playing
loud music.
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Part C

Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

Democratic goverment must maintain a balnce to be equal. One very commonly known method is
called checks and balances. This is when the officals in the government must have a balance of
power so that no branch of the government has more strength that the other two. The same can be
applied in this scenario. Balancing the rights of the students and the rights of the citizens would make
sure that the nobody has more rights. When the students play music without a permit, it means that
the rights of others are not being satisfied. If they have a permit and the official is not allowing them
to play, then that is not satisfying the kids' rights. This balnce must be maintained in a democratic
government.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

They could send a letter to a governement official. The reason that sending a letter to a government
official would work, is because the official would understand their concerns and would try to take
action to change what they need. This may not always work, since the government official may
explain why your law would not pass. If the government official agrees with you, take this into court
with a lawyer and bring it up to the Supreme Court to be able to change the law. Also, they could
send a letter to the executive branch (president), so he can validate the information and decide with
the other branches if they want to pass a new law.

Back to Scoring Guides




Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 2

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school's music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school's music department budget will be
voted on. It is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

This law might restirict individual rights because some protests might be sparked in a moment and
there is no time to apply for a permit. Also it is hard to protest while being quite, so you should not
have to get a permit. All protest are somewhat vocal and there has never been a quite protest. This
law might oppress the people and not let them protest for their cause.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the common good.

Requiring a permit to protst might support the common good because it can allow for the general
population to be aware that there is a protest going on and prepare for it. During the protest they
might cause a lot of noise that can dirupt the peace and with a permit and advaced knowledge the
people around can be prepared for this. Requiring a permit can allow for people to prepare for the
protest.
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Part C

Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

A democratic government needs to balence individual right with the common good because their
laws need to reflect that of the greater population. A democratic government needs to balance
individual rights with the common good because a demcracy needs to reflect both sides. Even when
individual right conflict with the common good it has the laws in place have to reflect both sides of
the party.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

Students might want to send letters to their government official to tell them about the problem and to
bring their attention to it. This can allow for the government to see a problem that they never knew
had occurred, with this they can pass better laws that will reflect that of the general population.
Students sending letter to government officials can allow for those official to fix the problem and pass
legislature.

Back to Scoring Guides




Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 1

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school’'s music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school’s music department budget will be
voted on. It is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

i The reason the law might restrict individual rights is because it is blocking the freedom of speech.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the common good.

when the law requires to have a permit is good because you bascally have permission to do the thing
you want to do.

Part C

Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

| If not balancing individual rights it is not fair nor equal, it would make people upset, and not have
good goverment.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

| one action that can happen to promote the changing the law is because of their age?

Back to Scoring Guides
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Grade 8 Civics Question 11

Score Point 0

This question has four parts.

A group of students gathered in front of city hall to protest budget cuts to the school’s music
department. Students brought instruments, microphones, and speakers. They started playing music to
show support for the school's music department.

A city official approached one of the students, and they had the following conversation.

Official: Protests that make loud noise require a city permit by law. Does your group have a permit?

Student: | did not know that we needed a permit. Since our actions are peaceful, we want to
continue protesting.

Official: It is after 8:00 p.m., and many people that live in the area are complaining about the loud
noise your group is making. You can come back to protest on another day when your group has a
permit to do so.

Student: Tonight is the city council meeting where the school's music department budget will be
voted on. It is important that we continue to protest now. We will apply for a permit if we protest
again.

Official: The fine for protesting without the required permit is $500.00. Your group will be required to
pay the fine or appear in court to argue your case if you continue to protest tonight.

Part A

Some students in the group thought that a law requiring a permit to protest restricted individual rights.

Explain why this law might restrict individual rights.

i this law might restrict individuals right by they cant protest and they need a permit.

Part B

Based on the principle of the common good, some students in the group thought that the government
should require a permit to protest.

Explain why a law requiring a permit to protest might support the common good.

a law requiring a permit might support the common good by they would need a permit to protest.

Part C

Explain why democratic governments need to balance individual rights with the common good.

i they ned to balance their rights because they might abuse their powers.

Part D

The students decide that they want to change the law requiring a permit to protest.

Describe one action, besides protesting, that the students could take to promote changing the law.

| they could sign a paper saying it and they could get more people to do it.
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