
2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 8 Civics 
Question 7: Constructed-Response 
 
Reporting Category: Rights & Responsibilities  
Practice Category: Explanations and Reasoning 
Standard: 8.T4.5 - Describe how a democracy provides opportunities for citizens to 
participate in the political process through elections, political parties, and interest groups. 
Item Description: Evaluate data related to a political campaign to explain a characteristic 
of presidential campaigns. 
 
This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

 

Question 
 
Using the information in Source 3, explain one reason it was important for the 
candidates to visit different states during the presidential campaign. 

 
 

Continue to the following page to see Source 3. Continue to page 3 to see the sample student responses 
for this question.  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Source 3 
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Score Point 1A* 
 

 

 

Score Point 1B* 
 

 

 

Score Point 0 
 

 

 

 

*Letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same score (e.g., 1A and 1B). 
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