
2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
 
Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Question 12: Essay  
 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 
Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.1 - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
Item Description: Write an essay that argues for a specific action based on two articles on 
similar topics; use information from both articles to develop the essay. 
 
This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  
 
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea. 
• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on “Finding Joy in Urban Winters” and “Bad Weather Is Good for You,” write 
an essay that argues for the importance of remaining active in all types of 
weather. Be sure to use information from both articles to develop your essay. 
 
 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response 
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and 
Standard English Conventions. 

 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A • Central idea is insightful and fully developed
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
• Skillful and/or subtle organization
• Rich expression of ideas
• Full awareness of the task and mode

5B 

4 

• Central idea is clear and well-developed
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
• Effective organization
• Clear expression of ideas
• Full awareness of the task and mode

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
• Moderate organization
• Adequate expression of ideas
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
• Limited organization
• Basic expression of ideas
• Partial awareness of the task and mode

1 

• Central idea is not present and/or not developed
• Insufficient evidence and/or details
• Minimal organization
• Poor expression of ideas
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode

0 The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or

length of essay 

3B 

3C 

3D 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity

and/or length of essay

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or

insufficient length

0 Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or 
insufficient length. 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The essay is fully developed and skillfully organized with well-chosen details to 
support the central idea that “[r]emaining active in all types of weather is essential 
to people.” The first body paragraph addresses the health benefits of being outside 
in the wind and rain: “A very windy day may seem like a bad time to take a stroll, 
but when the air is fresh, your lungs will thank you when you grab a coat and brave 
the windy outdoors.” Evidence from “Bad Weather Is Good for You,” both quoted 
and paraphrased, is well-integrated and explained. A skillful transition leads to the 
second body paragraph, which draws information from “Finding Joy in Urban 
Winters” and argues how enjoying outside activities can assist with avoiding “winter 
depression.” Ideas are richly expressed throughout the essay: “Winter isn’t just 
soggy snow and slippery ice, but [it’s] also a chance to build something beautiful 
which glitters just as brightly as snowfall in the moonlight.” The essay states that 
winter weather provides an opportunity to bring communities together and asserts 
that the emotional and physical benefits of being outside in the winter “should not 
be overlooked because it isn’t a sunny July day outside.” There is full awareness of 
the task and the argument mode of writing. 

Standard English Conventions 3A  
The essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions. 
Grammar, usage, and mechanics are consistently controlled across a variety of 
sentence structures: “It is common knowledge that pollution is bad for all living 
creatures, since breathing it in is very damaging to the lungs, and drinking polluted 
water has innumerable negative effects.” Minor errors in spelling or missing 
punctuation do not interfere with the meaning or the clarity of the writing.  
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Back to Scoring Guides 

  



Grade 8 ELA Question 12  page 5 of 13 

 
 

Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The fully developed and skillfully organized essay begins with an engaging 
introduction leading to the central idea: “Being active year-round is necessary for 
our bodies as it stimulates the senses, helps our health, and helps us relax.” Three 
body paragraphs address these key points with details that are skillfully selected 
from the articles and explained. In the first two body paragraphs, relevant evidence 
from “Bad Weather Is Good for You” is both quoted and paraphrased to show that 
walking outdoors in rainy weather exposes people to “healthy bacteria and 
microbes” and “stimulate[s] our senses in many ways.” The third body paragraph 
uses evidence from “Finding Joy in Urban Winters” to explain the benefits of 
exercising in cold weather: “[Exercising] can also warm up our bodies, giving some 
heat in the winter, also allowing our bodies to be less tense and more relaxed.” The 
conclusion re-emphasizes the idea that “[e]xercise is crucial to our bodies and 
existence.” Ideas are richly expressed and there is full awareness of the task and 
mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3B  
The essay contains varied sentence structures, and grammar, usage, and 
mechanics are consistently controlled: “In places like Scandinavia, people follow 
hygge, a method in which the cold is made more bearable.” Minor errors and some 
awkward phrasing are present throughout; however, these errors do not interfere 
with communication, and the writing is of sufficient length and complexity to 
demonstrate consistent control of standard English conventions. 
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Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The essay is effectively organized and includes a well-developed central idea that 
presents a clear argument for the importance of remaining active in all types of 
weather. Effective details from both articles are integrated and explained in each 
body paragraph to support the central idea that “bad weather cannot stop you from 
having a good time.” The first body paragraph focuses on outdoor festivals and 
activities that offer a “fun source of exercise and a good time to have with family 
and friends.” The benefits of walking are addressed in the second body paragraph, 
further emphasizing health advantages and opportunities for social interaction. The 
third body paragraph focuses on the positive impacts that outdoor activities have 
on overall well-being. “Rain can cause people to be happier and if they go outside it 
improves their mood.” Expression of ideas is clear, and there is full awareness of 
the task and mode. 

 
Standard English Conventions 3C  
The essay contains a variety of sentence structures, and grammar, usage, and 
mechanics are consistently controlled: “Bad weather isn’t bad at all when you see 
all the good it can do for the community and how important it is for people to live.” 
Some awkward phrasing and minor errors in spelling and usage do not interfere 
with communication. The essay is complex enough to demonstrate consistent 
control of standard English conventions. 
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Back to Scoring Guides  
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The central idea is moderately developed throughout the essay. The brief 
introduction establishes the argument for the importance of remaining active in all 
types of weather, including “staying positive even in winter, improving the air 
quality you inhale, and improving your state of mind.” The body paragraphs 
address these points with appropriate quoted evidence from the articles, but the 
explanation of the details is general: “This means that the air quality is better on 
those rainy days outside” and “This means that rainy days are some of the best 
kinds to go for walks in.” A formulaic structure and basic transitions (“Firstly,” 
“Secondly,” “Thirdly”) demonstrate moderate organization. Overall, there is 
adequate expression of ideas and a sufficient awareness of task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3D  
Grammar, usage, and mechanics are consistently controlled. Sentence structures 
are varied, though there is some use of repetitive phrases such as “The article 
states” and “This shows”. The essay is sufficiently long and complex enough to 
demonstrate consistent control of standard English conventions. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea of the essay, that “staying active throughout winter is important,” 
is somewhat developed. Each body paragraph focuses on one of the articles and 
includes a single quotation with limited explanation: “In winter, if you go outside, it 
stops you from being lethargic, which you usually would be if you didn’t go 
outside.” The essay’s evidence and explanation is limited to support the central 
idea. Expression of ideas is basic throughout the response, though there is some 
awareness of audience: “In winter, you may want to stop exercising and just stay 
in from the cold, but it is actually more beneficial to be active in winter!” There is 
partial awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 2  
Sentences are varied and grammar, usage, and mechanics are mostly correct, 
though there are a few minor errors, including missing punctuation in contractions 
(“dont” and “didnt”). However, the essay is too brief to show more than mostly 
consistent control of standard English conventions in relation to length and 
complexity. 

 

 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The response contains a single paragraph that does not develop the idea that it is 
“important to remain active in all types of weather.” Details from both passages are 
included, but they are insufficiently developed and explained. A quotation and close 
paraphrase from “Bad Weather Is Good for You” address some benefits of walking 
in the rain, but these ideas are not further developed. The evidence from “Finding 
Joy in Urban Winters” focuses on the winter light festival in Calgary, which is not 
directly connected to the benefits of remaining active in all types of weather. 
Organization is minimal. The response demonstrates poor expression of ideas and a 
minimal awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 1 
The response shows little variety and complexity of sentence structures. The 
response is too brief to demonstrate more than minimal control of standard English 
conventions.  

 
 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response shows evidence that the student has read the passages but does not 
correctly address the prompt. It is not an essay arguing for the importance of 
remaining active in all types of weather. 

Standard English Conventions 0 
There is insufficient length to demonstrate control of standard English conventions 
for this grade level. 

 
 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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