
2026 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 10 English Language Arts 

Question 22: Essay  

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Standard: W.PK-12.1 – Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Item Description: Write an essay arguing the benefits of specific programs based on 

two articles on similar topics; use evidence from both articles to develop the essay. 

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea/thesis.

• Provide evidence from the passage(s).

• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Based on “What We’re Missing Out On” and “Fostering Connections Between Young 

and Old,” write an essay arguing that programs that connect people of different 

generations can benefit both individuals and society. Use evidence from both articles to 

develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 

responses begin on page 4. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe 

elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard 

English Conventions. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

5A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5B

• Central idea/thesis is insightful and fully developed 

• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Skillful and/or subtle organization 

• Rich expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

4

• Central idea/thesis is clear and well-developed 

• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Effective organization 

• Clear expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3

• Central idea/thesis is general and moderately developed 

• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Moderate organization 

• Adequate expression of ideas 

• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2

• Central idea/thesis may be present and is somewhat developed 

• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Limited organization 

• Basic expression of ideas 

• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1

• Central idea/thesis is not developed 

• Insufficient evidence and/or details 

• Minimal organization 

• Poor expression of ideas 

• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0
• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not 

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question. 
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Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

3A 

 

 

 

 

3B

3C

3D

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 
and/or length of essay 

2
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 
complexity and/or length of essay 

1 

 

  

• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 

• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 
insufficient length 

0
• Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and 

mechanics and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned 

the same score (e.g., 5A and 5B). 
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Idea Development 5A 

The fully developed essay introduces the idea that intergenerational programs can 

benefit both individuals and society and effectively argues this claim by using well-

chosen details from both articles. The organization is skillful, highlighting in one body 

paragraph how “these intergenerational relationships are benefi[c]ial to individuals” and 

explaining in the other that “society as a whole can gain plenty from these programs.” At 

times, the transitions are somewhat formulaic, and the argument is a bit unbalanced 

between the two body paragraphs; however, there is a rich expression of ideas and 

sophisticated weaving of details from both articles: “Young and older people have 

different types of intelligence, which combined can create an efficient way of solving 

problems and improving society, as ‘neither type of intelligence alone is enough to build 

movements that shift the status quo.’” The essay demonstrates a full awareness of the 

task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3A 

The essay shows consistent control of varied sentence forms, grammar, usage, and 

mechanics: “Not only did this take a toll on the well-being of older generations, but it 

restricted and held the younger generations from important or exclusive knowledge.” 

Minor errors, such as missing commas and some misspellings, do not impede meaning 

nor detract from the overall quality of the writing, and the essay demonstrates consistent 

control of standard English conventions relative to its length and complexity. 
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Idea Development 5B 

The essay is skillfully organized and fully develops the argument that programs 

connecting people of different generations benefit both individuals and society by 

“[breaking] barriers of age-segregation and [creating] long-lasting intergenerational 

bonds.” Skillfully selected evidence paired with rich analysis supports the central idea: 

“with the implementation of programs, it can break the divide of generations and it can 

benefit both the community and the people.” Additional analysis highlights the lasting 

impact of these programs: “wisdom passed down from older generations will likely stick 

with younger generations until they grow old to pass down wisdom themselves.” There 

is some repetition of ideas, and explanations sometimes paraphrase rather than 

analyze the evidence selected. Overall, however, the essay demonstrates rich 

expression of ideas with full awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3B 

The essay presents a variety of sentence structures. Grammar and mechanics are 

generally accurate, though wording is occasionally awkward: “With the creation of 

programs bringing generations together, it can form long-lasting intergenerational bonds 

which benefit both individuals and society.” Despite these minor errors, overall 

grammar, usage, and mechanics are well maintained throughout the essay, 

demonstrating consistent control of standard English conventions. 
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Idea Development 4 

The well-developed essay effectively uses evidence and analysis to support the 

argument that intergenerational programs benefit both individuals and society. The 

organization is effective and highlights how intergenerational programs allow people to 

“share knowledge with each other,” “create new relationships and make new friends,” 

and “fight ageism and isolation.” Relevant details from the articles are presented and 

explained clearly to develop the first article’s argument: “‘When you are young, you 

have raw smarts; when you are old, you have wisdom.’” Transitions are somewhat 

formulaic (“Another reason,” “Finally”), but ideas are expressed clearly, and overall, the 

essay demonstrates full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3C 

The essay uses a variety of sentence structures and demonstrates consistent control of 

grammar and mechanics: “They allow older people who don’t get to see others often 

into the public, pairing them and allowing them to interact with younger generations.” 

Minor issues, including capitalization and punctuation errors, do not impede 

understanding, and the essay overall demonstrates control of standard English 

conventions.  

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 3 

The essay demonstrates moderate idea development with an appropriate but general 

argument that programs connecting generations benefit individuals and society, with 

both older and younger generations “gaining closer/stronger relationships” and “growing 

as people.” Evidence is appropriate, though the explanations often restate rather than 

analyze the selected quotations: “These both show how creating new bonds can help 

you grow as a person and can help you learn new things.” Organization is moderate 

with formulaic transitions (“One example,” “Another example,” “Finally,”), and there is 

adequate expression of ideas. The essay demonstrates sufficient awareness of the task 

and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3D 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. Minor 

errors in spelling (“benifit”) and punctuation do not impede understanding, and the 

essay’s length and complexity are sufficient to demonstrate consistent control of 

standard English conventions. 

 

 

  

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 2 

The essay presents a basic and somewhat repetitive argument that “connecting people 

of differ[e]nt generations can benefit both people in the process.” Selection of evidence 

is limited, with use of a single quotation from each article and explanations that largely 

restate the quotations rather than analyze them: “Young people and older people say 

that they would be happy to have a chance to work together proves that they would be 

benefitting each other in this.” Overall, the essay demonstrates basic expression of 

ideas and partial awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 2 

There is considerable awkwardness and inconsistency in grammar and mechanics: 

“when talking young music students coming on their grounds and having pop- up 

concerts.” However, despite the essay’s short length and limited complexity, control of 

sentence structure is mostly maintained. Overall, the essay demonstrates mostly 

consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to its length and 

complexity. 

 

 

  

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 1 

The brief response presents the idea that connecting different generations benefits both 

individuals and society, but it lacks sufficient evidence or explanation to develop the 

claim: “Which this can teach indivi[d]uals and the society to be more mature [and] 

better.” The response demonstrates minimal organization and poor expression of ideas. 

Overall, there is minimal awareness of task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 1 

The response contains frequent errors in grammar and mechanics that impede 

understanding. Sentences are short and repetitive, with little variety or structural control: 

“Connecting different generations can benfit in individuals and society.” Given its limited 

length and complexity, the response demonstrates little control of standard English 

conventions.   

 

 

  

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 0 

The single brief statement (“they are both about the communication and friendship 

between diff[e]rent generations”) shows some indication that the student has read the 

articles but does not address the prompt.  

Standard English Conventions 0 

The single sentence contains errors in spelling and capitalization and does not 

demonstrate control of standard English conventions relative to the response’s minimal 

length.  

 

 Back to Scoring Guides
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