
 

 

2026 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 5 English Language Arts 

Question 11: Essay  

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Item Description: Write an essay that explains the traits of a character; use details 

from the passage to develop the essay. 

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should: 

• Present and develop a central idea. 

• Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s). 

• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise, write an essay that explains how 

Coyote’s thoughts and actions show her character traits. Be sure to use details from the 

passage to develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample 

student responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample 

response describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea 

Development and Standard English Conventions.  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

4A 

 4B

• Central idea is clear and fully developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the purpose for writing 

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the purpose for writing 

2 

 

 

 

 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the purpose for writing 

1 

 

 

 

• Central idea is not present and/or not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal or no organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the purpose for writing 

0
• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not 

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

3A

3B

3C

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

2
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 

complexity and/or length of essay 

1
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0
• Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and 

mechanics and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned 

the same score (e.g., 4A and 4B).  
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Idea Development—Score Point 4A 

The essay includes a fully developed central idea demonstrating how Coyote’s actions 

and thoughts show her character traits. It identifies Coyote’s character traits and 

includes relevant quotations and explanations to support the central idea. Each body 

paragraph effectively explains with evidence and commentary how Coyote’s traits and 

attributes are revealed in the passage. The essay is well organized, using an 

introduction to provide insight into the character traits followed by three body 

paragraphs that explain each trait. A brief conclusion restating the character traits is 

also included. Transitions, such as “Firstly” and “Also,” move the essay from one idea to 

the next. The essay includes a clear expression of ideas and demonstrates a full 

awareness of the purpose for writing.   

Standard English Conventions 3A 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

Sentences show variety and correct structure: “Firstly, Coyote is very wise and 

insightful.” There are few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. Based on length 

and complexity, the essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English 

conventions for this grade level. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4B 

The essay is fully developed and focuses on how Coyote’s actions and thoughts show 

her character traits of strong, defiant, wise, generous, and kind. The essay provides 

effectively selected details with explanation from the passage to support the character 

traits of getting along with people animals: “Also, Coyote claims there was a ‘love-at-

first-yawn-eye lock,’ indicating that they liked each other.” Organization is effective and 

flows logically from one idea to the next. The first paragraph begins with an introductory 

sentence and moves right into the first trait. It is followed by four additional body 

paragraphs that explain the rest of the traits. A brief conclusion restating the character 

traits is also included. The essay demonstrates a full awareness of the purpose for 

writing.  

Standard English Conventions 3B 

The essay includes a variety of sentence structures and features both quotation and 

explanation: “Coyote did this because she claims ‘It’s tough, seeing a kid get a bad 

break,’ with the kid looking very glum.” Minor errors in punctuation and spelling such as 

“addititon” do not detract from the overall understanding of the essay. The essay 

demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions for this grade level.  
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 

The essay offers a moderately developed explanation of how Coyote’s actions and 

thoughts show her character traits. The introduction states that Coyote “really shows her 

personality traits” which is the general central idea. The body paragraphs each contain 

appropriate evidence through quotations and examples from the passage to support the 

idea that Coyote is tough, brave, kind, and caring. The essay is moderately organized 

with a brief introduction that mentions the central idea, two body paragraphs, and a brief 

conclusion. Overall, the ideas presented are adequately expressed, and there is 

sufficient awareness of the purpose for writing. 

Standard English Conventions 3C 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of a variety of sentence structures, such as 

“First off, Coyote is super tough and brave” and “In the end, the essay I wrote proves 

that Coyote is a very kind, caring, tough and brave person who puts other people before 

her self.” Although there are minor spelling errors such as “counrty” and “exited,” they 

do not detract from the overall understanding of the essay. Given its length and 

complexity, the essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions 

for this grade level. 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 

The essay includes a somewhat developed central idea that Coyote’s actions and 

thoughts show her character traits of being thoughtful and sneaky: “I think Coyote is 

sneaky because she wasn’t supposed to get a kitten, but she fell in love with them, so 

she asked the boys who were selling the kittens for the quietest one.” There are limited 

details with a basic expression of ideas to support the central idea. As a single 

paragraph, the essay shows limited organization and a partial awareness of the purpose 

for writing.  

Standard English Conventions 2 

The essay demonstrates mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

The essay includes run-on sentences: “To hide it from her dad she put the kitten by her 

belly so he couldn’t see it, also she asked the little boy to sneak it around to the back of 

the bus and give to her there so her father wouldn’t see the kitten.” There is a mostly 

consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to length. The essay 

demonstrates some control of basic and complex sentence structures. 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 

The response minimally develops the central idea of how Coyote’s actions and thoughts 

show her character traits. The central idea is presented with very few details about 

Coyote’s action of trading the slushies as an act of kindness. The single quote provided 

is insufficient and demonstrates a poor expression of ideas. The response is minimally 

organized and shows a minimal awareness of the purpose for writing.  

Standard English Conventions 1 

The response demonstrates little variety in sentence structure and lacks the complexity 

and length to demonstrate more than minimal control of standard English conventions 

for this grade level. Although there is correct usage of some punctuation, there is no 

sustained evidence of other mechanics, such as capitalization. The response 

demonstrates minimal control of standard English conventions for this grade level. 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 

The response does not address the central idea of how Coyote’s actions and thoughts 

show her character traits. No central idea is stated, and there are no relevant examples 

from the passage to show Coyote’s character traits. The response mentions "they have 

develop by adomping a kitty" which is enough to demonstrate that the student has read 

part of the passage. The response demonstrates no understanding of the purpose for 

writing.  

Standard English Conventions 0 

The response is brief and contains many errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

The response is of insufficient length and complexity to demonstrate control of standard 

English conventions for this grade level. 

 

 Back to Scoring Guides
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