
 

 

2026 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 6 English Language Arts 

Question 12: Essay  

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Item Description: Write an essay that compares and contrasts how characters in two 

passages respond to a specific event; use evidence from both passages to support the 

explanation. 

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passages. The essay should be about four to five 

paragraphs in length. Be sure to: 

• Include a central idea. 

• Use evidence from the passages to support the central idea. 

• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on Hope Springs and Across the Pond, write an essay that compares and 

contrasts Jubilee’s and Callie’s feelings about going to live in a new place. Use 

evidence from both passages to develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 

responses begin on page 4. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe 

elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard 

English Conventions. 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

5A 

 5B

• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 

• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Skillful and/or subtle organization 

• Rich expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

4 

 

  

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 

• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Effective organization 

• Clear expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 

• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Moderate organization 

• Adequate expression of ideas 

• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

 

 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 

• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Limited organization 

• Basic expression of ideas 

• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1

• Central idea is not developed 

• Insufficient evidence and/or details 

• Minimal organization 

• Poor expression of ideas 

• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0
• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not 

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question. 
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Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

3A 

 

 

 

3B

3C

3D

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 
and/or length of essay 

2 

 

 

  

• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 
complexity and/or length of essay 

1
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 

• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 
insufficient length 

0
• Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and 

mechanics and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned 

the same score (e.g., 5A and 5B). 
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Idea Development 5A 

The essay is fully developed and insightfully compares and contrasts Jubilee’s and 

Callie’s feelings about going to live in a new place: “Callie and Jubilee share some of 

the same feeling but they also have different opionoins about moving….” Organization 

is skillful as it highlights the differences between the two characters in separate body 

paragraphs and then analyzes their similarities in a third body paragraph. Well-chosen 

details are skillfully explained to support the analysis: "In the passage Hope Springs it 

states ‘I’d made sure the maps were out and organized on the table….’ This shows that 

Jubilee was excited to move and she got everything ready for the move….” The essay 

demonstrates a rich expression of ideas and full awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3A 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. Minor 

errors in spelling and some missing punctuation do not impede understanding. 

Sentence structure is controlled across a variety of sentence structures: “This shows 

that Jubilee is nervous about her plan because she somehow needs to convince her 

Nan to choose Hope Springs out of all the other towns that they were going to visit.” The 

length and complexity of the essay provide an opportunity to demonstrate consistent 

control of standard English conventions. 
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Idea Development 5B 

The essay is fully developed and effectively compares and contrasts Jubilee’s and 

Callie’s feelings about going to live in a new place. Selection and explanation of 

evidence are skillful, focusing the two first body paragraphs on how the two characters 

are different because “Callie felt happy about the move while Jubilee felt anxious” and 

that “for Jubilee the moving is pretty much normal, while for Callie, the news came as a 

shock….” The third body paragraph explores the similarities between the two 

characters, noting that both “Callie and Jubilee want to leave their current homes.” The 

organization is skillful with a logical progression of ideas, though transitions are often 

formulaic (“Firstly,” “Next,” “Lastly”). The essay demonstrates a rich expression of ideas 

and full awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3B 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of a variety of sentence structures and 

grammar, usage, and mechanics: “This proves that Jubilee and Nan had been moving 

for years, never settling down and always staying somewhere new.” Minor errors do not 

impede meaning, and the essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English 

conventions for the grade level. 
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Idea Development 4 

The essay provides a clear and well-developed central idea comparing and contrasting 

Jubilee’s and Callie’s feelings about going to live in a new place. Evidence is effectively 

selected to explain the similarity between the two characters: Jubilee is excited to move 

“so she can learn more about crafting” and Callie is similarly excited “so she can start 

fresh and learn new things.” The essay focuses on more literal differences between the 

two characters, noting that “in the first story Jubilee moved often but in the second story 

Callie’s family did not move very often.” The essay is organized effectively with 

purposeful transitions, and expression of ideas is clear throughout. The essay 

demonstrates a full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3C 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions. Sentence 

structures are consistently controlled across a variety of forms: “In Hope Springs, the 

main character Jubilee lives with her Nan and is moving so she tries to convince Nan to 

pick the place she wants.” Given the length and complexity of the essay, minor errors in 

grammar, punctuation, and phrasing do not impact the overall score.  

 

 Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 3 

The essay is moderately developed with a general central idea comparing and 

contrasting Jubilee’s and Callie’s feelings about moving: “Jubilee’s and Callie’s feelings 

about moving to a new place can be compared and contrasted in many ways.”  

Selection and explanation of evidence from both passages are appropriate, though the 

analysis is general and somewhat repetitive: "This shows that Callie is excited for a new 

life in Scotland." Organization is moderate, with one body paragraph comparing the two 

characters and one body paragraph contrasting them. The conclusion repeats the 

introduction and does not include additional details to support the central idea. There is 

adequate expression of ideas and sufficient awareness of the task and mode for the 

grade level.  

Standard English Conventions 3D 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions. Minor 

errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are present but do not impede 

understanding. Sentence structures are consistently controlled across a variety of 

forms: “While Callie is excited to move to Scotland because she wanted to start a new 

life with new possibilities, Jubilee wanted to move to Hope Springs because she was 

inspiried by Arletta Paisley.” 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 2 

The central idea of the essay is somewhat developed, showing how Jubilee and Callie 

"share positive feelings and emotions about their new homes but in different ways." 

Some textual evidence is included from both passages, but it is only briefly explained 

and does not fully clarify how the feelings are similar or different. Explanations are 

limited and repetitive, and they mostly restate ideas from the passage: “The pargraph 

shows Callie’s excitment toward her new home, the castle.” Organization is limited, and 

there is a partial awareness demonstrated of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 2 

The essay demonstrates mostly consistent control of standard English conventions. 

Frequent grammar and punctuation errors are present throughout, though overall 

meaning remains clear. Sentences lack complexity but show mostly consistent control: 

“In the passage Hope Springs Jubilee has positive feeling about living in a new place.” 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 1 

The response contains a central idea that is only minimally developed. There is a single 

quote from the first passage and a brief statement referencing the second passage to 

support the idea that Jubilee and Callie “both feel different emotion on their situation.” 

The explanation is minimal, describing how “Julibee isn’t too excited on it” while “Callie 

feels excited and looking forward to her new life in a castle….”  Organization is minimal 

with just three brief sentences, and there is a minimal awareness of task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 1 

The response demonstrates little control of standard English conventions relative to its 

length and complexity. Errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation impede 

understanding, and the response is too brief to demonstrate control of a variety of 

sentence structures.   

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 0 

The response shows some evidence the student read the passages; however, it does 

not address the question. The brief statement “thay are sad thay mis there friends” is 

not enough to demonstrate understanding of the task or mode.  

Standard English Conventions 0 

The brief phrase contains errors in capitalization and spelling and is insufficient in length 

to demonstrate control of standard English conventions.  

 

 Back to Scoring Guides
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