
 

 

2026 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Question 12: Essay  

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Item Description: Write an essay that explains how events in a passage impact the 

characters; use evidence from the passage to develop the essay. 

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage. The essay should be about four to five 

paragraphs in length. Be sure to: 

• Include a central idea. 

• Use evidence from the passage to support the central idea. 

• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on The Road to Wherever, write an essay that explains how the experience 

repairing the Ranchero impacts the lives of the characters. Use evidence from the 

excerpt to develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 

responses begin on page 4. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe 

elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard 

English Conventions. 

  

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

5A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5B

• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 

• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Skillful and/or subtle organization 

• Rich expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

4

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 

• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Effective organization 

• Clear expression of ideas 

• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 

• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Moderate organization 

• Adequate expression of ideas 

• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 

• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 

• Limited organization 

• Basic expression of ideas 

• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1

• Central idea is not developed 

• Insufficient evidence and/or details 

• Minimal organization 

• Poor expression of ideas 

• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0
• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not 

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question. 
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Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

3A 

 

 

 

3B

3C

3D

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 
and/or length of essay 

2 

 

 

  

• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 

• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 
complexity and/or length of essay 

1
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 

• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 
insufficient length 

0
• Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and 

mechanics and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned 

the same score (e.g., 5A and 5B). 
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Idea Development 5A 

The essay is fully developed and effectively explains how the experience of repairing 

the Ranchero impacts the characters. The central idea is insightful and is developed 

throughout the essay to show that the experience “affected everyone in different ways 

wether it was learning new things, getting the car repaired, or even just having a good 

time with eachother.” This idea is supported by specific examples from the passage, 

such as “’We do this because it brings meaning to our lives’” and “his mom told him this 

was a gift at first but he didn’t agree with her until after he got to see new things.” These 

insights are consistent throughout the essay, adding to the rich expression of ideas. 

Organization is skillful, with ideas that flow well and body paragraphs that analyze each 

character in the story. The essay demonstrates full awareness of task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3A 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics given its 

length and complexity. Minor spelling errors (“spen,” “extreamly”) and punctuation errors 

do not interfere with meaning. Overall, the language and varied sentence structures of 

the essay demonstrate consistent control of standard English conventions. 
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Idea Development 5B 

The central idea is fully developed and effectively explains how repairing the Ranchero 

impacted the lives of the characters “by making Larry and Cornell proud of June’s 

abilities, Nico grateful and hopeful for the world, and June confident in his capabilities.” 

Relevant details from the passage are skillfully selected and explained, highlighting the 

impact on each character: “After teaching June how to use a weed whacker, . . . Cornell 

is proud of his younger cousin’s capabilities and is happy that he was able to teach 

June something useful.” The essay demonstrates skillful organization, with each body 

paragraph devoted to a different character and showing a rich expression of ideas: 

“Clearly, Nico has found hope in his life – hope that there is still caring and kindness in 

the world.” The essay demonstrates full awareness of task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3B 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions. Grammar, 

usage, and mechanics are controlled across a variety of simple and complex sentence 

structures: “Larry and Cornell are good, hardworking people that you can’t find many of 

these days, and Nico is glad that he found them.” Minor errors in spelling and word 

choice do not impede understanding. 



Grade 7 ELA Question 12  page 7 of 12 
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Idea Development 4 

The central idea of the essay is clear and well developed, effectively analyzing how 

repairing the Ranchero impacts “all of the characters’ lives in meaningful ways.” The 

selection and explanation of evidence are effective and support the analysis throughout 

each body paragraph: “This also impacts Nico by showing him that there are still people 

that care in the world, because as he said, he didn’t know ‘people like the three of you’ 

still around to help out.” Organization is effective and allows for a clear expression of 

ideas, as the essay discusses the impacts on June, the cousins Larry and Cornell, and 

finally Nico. There is full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions 3C 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics as well 

as a variety of sentence structures: “This is significant because June finds that he is 

good at whacking weeds, making him feel proud of himself and therefore impacting his 

life by boosting his self-esteem.” Minor errors in spelling and punctuation do not 

interfere with meaning or disrupt the flow of ideas. Overall, the essay demonstrates 

consistent control of standard English conventions.  

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 3 

The central idea of the essay is general and moderately developed. The essay 

describes how the experience of repairing the Ranchero “changed these characters for 

the better” with Nico becoming “happier than ever,” Larry and Cornell both becoming 

“closer to June,” and June becoming “more confident.” Details from the passage are 

appropriate but general: “This leads up to when they finally fix the Ranchero and larry 

and Cornell give all the credit to June on paragraph 61.” Similarly, explanation and 

analysis of the evidence are appropriate though somewhat vague: “This changes the 

dynamic from the beginning to the end of the story.” Organization is moderate, and 

there is adequate expression of ideas. Overall, the essay shows sufficient awareness of 

task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions 3D 

The essay demonstrates consistent control of standard English conventions relative to 

its length and complexity. It contains minor errors in grammar and mechanics 

(“sigificant,” “begning”); however, they do not impede understanding of the ideas 

presented. Sentence structure is sufficiently complex and varied to demonstrate 

consistent control. 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 2 

The essay contains a central idea: “it impacts all three characters lives because it gives 

them an adventerous experience to enjoy in the moment and look back on in the later 

years.” However, this idea is only somewhat developed throughout the essay. Evidence 

from the passage is limited, with the explanation focusing largely on June: “When June 

has finished he turns off the machine and realizes he actually did a good job and he 

even enjoyed it.” Larry and Cornell are mentioned, but the impact of the experience on 

them is not as clear. Organization is limited, with a single block paragraph and minimal 

transitions between ideas. The essay demonstrates partial awareness of the task and 

mode.  

Standard English Conventions 2 

Though there are relatively few errors present in the brief essay, the length and 

complexity are insufficient to demonstrate consistent control of standard English 

conventions. There are some minor errors in spelling and word choice (“wheedwacker;” 

“learnt”), but these errors do not impede understanding. Some variety in sentence 

structure demonstrates mostly consistent control relative to the overall length of the 

essay. 

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 1 

The response contains a central idea: “It impacted the life of the characters because it 

made all the characters closer with each other and they got to know each others life 

more.” However, this idea is not developed. Details from the passage are insufficient, 

and ideas are poorly expressed: “they all learned more about mechanic stuff….” The 

response demonstrates minimal organization and a minimal awareness of the task and 

mode.  

Standard English Conventions 1 

The response does not contain enough of the student’s own writing to demonstrate 

more than little control of standard English conventions. The response contains two 

sentences that have relatively few errors in grammar and mechanics; however, it is too 

brief to demonstrate consistent control.   

 

  Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development 0 

Though the student attempts to address the prompt, the response provides no evidence 

of understanding the passage or task. The single phrase “The charecters have been 

there for a long time” does not correctly answer the question about the impact of the 

experience of repairing the Ranchero.  

Standard English Conventions 0 

The response shows no control of grammar, usage, or mechanics. The single sentence 

contains a spelling error (“charecters”) and lacks punctuation. The brevity of the 

response provides insufficient evidence to demonstrate control of standard English 

conventions.  

 

 Back to Scoring Guides
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