
2026 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 8 Civics 

Question 11: Constructed-Response 

Reporting Category: Government Structures 

Practice Category: Explanations and Reasoning 

Standard: 8.T3.2 - Examine the interrelationship of the three branches (the checks and 

balance system). 

• Congress: enumerated powers, general powers, limits on power, checks on other two 

branches; roles of political parties in the organization of Congress; roles within the 

legislative branch, such as the Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate, 

minority party leaders; the system for accomplishing legislation, including committees, 

hearings and legislative procedures 

• the Presidency: roles, powers and limits, checks on other two branches, role of the 

Cabinet, such as the Vice President, Attorney General and Secretaries of State, 

Defense, Health and Human Services, Homeland Security; executive departments and 

agencies (such as the Department of Education, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or 

the Food and Drug Administration), and branches of the military 

• the Supreme Court: role and powers, checks on other two branches, lower courts 

Item Description: Analyze an historical example to describe interactions between the 

three branches of the U.S. government and explain checks on executive and judicial power. 

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Scoring Guide  
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 

4A 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4B

The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the interrelationship of the three 
branches of government. The response correctly identifies the branch of government that 

President Roosevelt thought had too much power and clearly explains his position using 
evidence from sources. The response correctly determines whether President Roosevelt 
tipped the balance of power and clearly explains the reasoning. The response also clearly 

describes a way that a president can check the power of that branch of government. 

3
The response demonstrates a general understanding of the interrelationship of the three 
branches of government. 

2
The response demonstrates a limited understanding of the interrelationship of the three 
branches of government. 

1
The response demonstrates a partial understanding of the interrelationship of the three 

branches of government. 

0
The response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or 
concept being measured. 

*Letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same score (e.g., 4A and 4B). 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/SubjectSearch.aspx?L1=HSS&L2=HSS.8&L3=HSS.8.T1,HSS.8.T2,HSS.8.T3,HSS.8.T4,HSS.8.T5,HSS.8.T6,HSS.8.T7
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/released-items/
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The following source describes some events that took place when Franklin 

D. Roosevelt was president. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt was president of the United States from 1933–1945. The 

following photograph shows President Roosevelt giving a speech on the radio. 

In 1933, the law known as the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) was passed, 

which allowed President Roosevelt to decide how much American workers would be 

paid at private companies. Many business owners thought the law was unfair and 

that the federal government had too much power. They challenged the law in the 

court system. In 1935, the Supreme Court ruled that the law was unconstitutional. 

After the Supreme Court declared NIRA unconstitutional. President Roosevelt 

stated, "During the past half century the balance of power between the three great 

branches of the federal government has been tipped out of balance. . . .” To help 

restore the balance of power, President Roosevelt proposed a law to increase the 

number of justices on the Supreme Court. This new law would have allowed the 

appointment of a new Supreme Court justice for every justice that was more than 

70 years old. The proposed law was rejected by Congress.  
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Score Point 4A 

 
  Back to Scoring Guides



Grade 8 Civics Question 11  page 4 of 8 

Score Point 4B 

 
  Back to Scoring Guides
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Score Point 3 

 
  Back to Scoring Guides
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Score Point 2 

 
  Back to Scoring Guides
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Score Point 1 

 
  Back to Scoring Guides
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Score Point 0 

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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