MCAS Grades 3–8 English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment Anticipated New Test Designs for 2027 and Beyond
Note: The new ELA test design will be finalized later in 2026, after reviewing the field test results.
Standards Alignment 
The grades 3–8 ELA tests will continue to be aligned to the 2017 Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework.  

Number of Sessions 
At each grade level, the test will consist of two sessions administered over two days.  
 
Components of Test
The ELA test will include passage-based questions and stand-alone questions. 

Passage-based questions will be based on a given passage or passage pairing. There will be three types of passage sets of various lengths: long, medium, and short. Long and medium passage sets will each include a writing component; short passage sets will not include writing. In addition, more test questions will be associated with long and medium passage sets, and fewer questions will be associated with short passage sets. 

Stand-alone questions will assess the grade-level language standards, including standard English grammar, mechanics, and usage. Stand-alone questions will be independent and not associated with a passage. 

Overview of Question Types 
The table below outlines the question types on the new ELA tests.

	Question Type
	Description
	Points

	Selected Response
	multiple choice, multi-select, and technology-enhanced
	1

	Extended Response
	written response
	5

	Essay 
	written response
	8








Selected-response (SR) Questions 
SR questions can be either passage-based or stand-alone and are worth one point each. They will be aligned to either a reading or a language standard and will be one of the following: 

· Multiple-choice (MC) questions, which include four answer options with one correct answer. 

· Multi-select (MS) questions, which allow for two or more correct answers. Typically, these questions include five answer options with two or three correct answers. All correct answers must be chosen for a student to receive one point. 

· Technology-enhanced (TE) questions, which utilize different forms of technology, such as:
· Inline choice questions, in which answers are selected from drop-down menus.
· Hot text and hot spot questions, in which answers are selected by clicking on words, phrases, or sentences.
· Drag-and-drop questions, in which words, phrases, or sentences are dragged into answer boxes.
· Match-table grid questions, in which answers are selected by clicking on buttons in a row or column of a table. 
Extended-response (ER) Questions 
ER questions will ask students to write a response based on a long or a medium passage or passage pairing in grades 3–5 or a medium passage or passage pairing in grades 6–8. They will be aligned to both the writing and language standards. 

Each ER question will be worth five points and scored on both written expression and conventions as follows:
· Written expression will be worth up to three points and will align to writing standard 1 or 2 and writing standard 4.
· Conventions will be worth up to two points and will align to language standards 1, 2, and 3.

The expected length* of extended responses are as follows: 
· Grade 3: one paragraph in length or 450 words
· Grades 4-5: one to two paragraphs in length or 450 words
· Grades 6-8: one to two paragraphs in length or 600 words

These expected lengths will be included in the student directions on their tests.

*Note: The word counts will be evaluated again after student responses from field testing are reviewed. 
Essay (ES) Questions 
ES questions will ask students in grades 6-8 to write a response based on a long passage or passage pairing and will assess the writing and language standards. The grades 3–5 tests will no longer include essays. In addition, the MCAS ELA tests will no longer include narrative writing. This type of writing should continue to be assessed at the local level.
  
Essay questions in grades 6–8 will continue to be worth eight points and will be scored on both idea development and conventions as follows:
· Idea Development will be worth up to five points and will align to writing standard 1 or 2 and writing standard 4.
· Conventions will be worth up to three points and will align to language standards 1, 2, and 3.

Essays are expected to be four to five paragraphs in length or 1200 words. These expected lengths will be included in the student directions on their tests.

Operational Test Design 
In grades 3–5, students will read and answer the following:
· one long passage set with 12 SR questions and one ER question
· one medium passage set with 9 SR questions and one ER question
· two short passage sets, each with 5 SR questions
· 9 stand-alone questions

In grades 6–8, students will read and answer the following: 
· one long passage set with 12 SR questions and one ES question
· one medium passage set with 9 SR questions and one ER question
· two short passage sets, each with 5 SR questions 
· 6 stand-alone questions

The table below shows the distribution of points by question type. 
	Grade Span
	Number of SR questions
(1 point)
	Number of ER questions
(5 points)
	Number of ES questions
(8 points) 
	Total Points 
on Test

	3–5
	40
	2
	NA
	50

	6–8
	37
	1
	1
	50


 
	




Reporting Categories  
The MCAS grades 3–8 ELA Reporting Categories are based on the strands from the 2017 Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework.  The table below shows the percentage of points (+/- 5%) for each reporting category by test. 

	Reporting Category
	Grades 3–5 Tests
	Grades 6–8 Tests

	Reading
	58%
	58%

	Language
	30%
	26%

	Writing
	12%
	16%
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