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The play The Glass Menagerie was filled with a lot of drama from the charactersgq, 8 coch obrer

Laura, Amanda, Tom, and Jim were very different. Laura was very shy and kept to
herself. Amanda was very opinionated and outgoing. Tom was argumentative with his
mother, but he got along with other people. Jim was there to open up Laura’s eyes to
reality.

Laura is Amanda’s daughter. Laura had a bad leg, which caused her to walk with
a limp. Laura quit business school and would go to museums to keep her busy. Her most
prized possession was her Glass Menagerie. The unicorn was her favorite glass figurine,
because she related to it since it was different.

Laura is very nice, sweet, kind, and as delicate as the Glass Menagerie itself. She
never did anything to hurt anyone because she was so shy. Laura really cared about her
brother a lot. She would talk to him and see what was on his mind and make sure he was
all right.

Amanda, the mother in this play, was the complete opposite of her daughter
Laura. She came from the South, and by her tone you could tell she was spoiled. When
she came up north, though, she lost most of her money and was struggling to get what she
could. She was always into Laura’s and Tom’s business, and that would really irritate the
kids. Amanda had gone through a lot, since her husband, Laura and Tom’s dad, had left
them and never returned, so that did not help them out at all financially. Amanda
depended on Tom a lot to be the moneymaker of the family.

Tom, Amanda’s son, is a strong willed man. He had a big dream of escaping the

madness he was living in with his mother. He loves reading, writing poetry, and making




new adventures. With his mother always watching his every move, it was hard on Tom,
and he would end up arguing with his mother. It had gotten so bad that Tom eventually
left, like his father, and never returned.

Tom brought over his best friend Jim to meet his sister Laura. They seemed to
get along with each other, as Jim made conversation by talking about her glass figurines.
Jim also made Laura feel normal, and when he kissed her it really made her feel special.
With the help of Jim’s visit Laura finally realizes that she is just as normal as everyone
else. Amanda knew that Jim accepted Laura for who she was and thought that Jim would
be the man to marry her daughter. When Amanda hints to Jim about her feelings, Jim
makes it clear that they are just friends. As Jim is leaving, it is clear that Laura now has a
different view on life and even gives Jim one of her treasured glass figures.

These four characters in The Glass Menagerie are very different from one

another. One has dreams, the other is outgoing, and another keeps to herself. The last
character, Jim, was there to help Laura realize that she is just as normal as everyone else.

The variety of the characters makes the play interesting.
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The play The Glass Menagerie was filled with a lot of drama from the characters.

Laura, Amanda, Tom, and Jim were very different. Laura was very shy and kept to
herself. Amanda was very opinionated and outgoing. Tom was argumentative with his
mother, but he got along with other people. Jim was there to open up Laura’s eyes to
reality.

Laura is Amanda’s daughter. Laura had a bad leg, which caused her to walk with
a limp. Laura quit business school and would go to museums to keep her busy. Her most
prized possession was her Glass Menagerie. The unicorn was her favorite glass figurine,
because she related to it since it was different.

Laura is very nice, sweet, kind, and as delicate as the Glass Menagerie itself. She
never did anything to hurt anyone because she was so shy. Laura really cared about her
brother a lot. She would talk to him and see what was on his mind and make sure he was
all right.

Jhe

Amandaél'rc mother in this plaé\was the complete opposite of her daughter Laura.
She came from theSouth, and by her tone you could tell she was spoiled. When she came
up north, thoug&;jhe lost most of her money and was struggling to get what she could.
She was always jni?glr_g:%nd Tom’s business)and that would really irritate the kids.
Amanda had gone through a lot, since thﬁ her husband, Laura and Tom’s dad, had left
them and never returned, so that did not help them out at all financially. Amanda
depended on Tom a lot to be the moneymaker of the family.

Ton@manda’s so;:j's a strong willed man. He had a big dream of escaping the
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new adventures. With his mother always watching his every move, it was hard on Tom,
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and he would end up arguing with his mother. It had gotten so bad/ﬁrg\r?q eventually left,

like his fathe@nd never returned.
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Tom broughthis best friend J in(m:f;o meet his sister Laura. They seemed to

get along with each otheg.as Jim made conversation by talking about her glass figurines.
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Jim also made Laura feel nonna(l?jmd when he kissed her it really made her feel special.

y Laura finally realizes that she is just as normal as evm,ww
visit, Amanda knew that Jim accepted Laura for who she was and thought that Jim
would be the man to marry her daughter. When Amanda hints to Jim about her feelings 5
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different view on life and even gives h;a one of her treasured glass figures.

These four characters in The Glass Menagerie are very different from one

another. One has dreams, the other is outgoing, and another keeps to herself. The last

character, Jin@vas there as a balance to keep the family on the same page. The variety of

the characters makes the play interesting.
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The play The Glass Menagerie was filled with a lot of drama from the characters.

Laura, Amanda, and Tom were very different. Laura was very shy and kept to herself.
Amanda was very opinionated and outgoing. Tomﬁé was argumentative with his mothe@
but he got along with other people.

Laura is Amanda’s daughter. Laura had a bad leg, which caused her to walk with
alimp. Laura quit m;ﬁcﬁlﬂwould g0 to museums to keep her busy. Her most
prized possession was her Glass Menagerie. The unicorn was her favorite glass figurine,
because she related to it since it was different.

Laura is very nice, sweet, kind, and as delicate as the Glass Menagerie itself. She
never did anything to hurt anyone because she was so shy. Laura really cared about her
brother a lot. She would talk to him and see what was on his mind and make sure he was
all right. ‘WJ )
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and he would end up arguing with his mother. It had gotten so bad the Tom eventually

left somrewhat like his father) and never returned.
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One has o {he_obhev is @NW heaekd.
another. Some-have-dreams, ethers-are out goi ) and senre keepsto-themselves. The
‘ Tt
L T

variety of the characters makes the play interesting.

& hzecogeid Fle ofaacling N {mv/ ozt
gjél: WM Aa) 21;/154 ot I #/KLIC%, _
(Wod  deed Shro AN +o Lana € f éf’/mcz;dc;
) Fot G @ v of e /@Wéj az Zia Mk:
(et c%ﬂm A A aill h&f?wm ‘ Ly |

Sp mpetot? T Tr |

Uil Y haoe + /é’/(,‘(t; geaf& ot ¢




2003 MCAS Alternate Assessment/MCAS Performance Appeals
WORK DESCRIPTION for Grade 10 Competency in’

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

[THE ATTACHED STUDENT WORK SAMPLES WERE TAKEN FROM SEVERAL
PORTFOLIOS THAT SCORED “NEEDS IMPROVEMENT?”]

A total of five written pieces must be submitted, each with multiple drafts edited by the student.
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Capital Punishment: Legalized Murder Pesent assisieg;
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Capital Punishment is legalized murder. Like many other people, I &o not agree
with the death penalty. There are many reasons why the death penalty is wrong. First of
all, two wrongs do not make a right. Killing someone for killing another is murder in
itself. So why does the government continue to promote this legal act of murder?

To some the death penalty is just revenge. Vengeance is not Justice; it is immoral
to execute anyone who kills another human being. The Bible tells us this in the Ten
Commandments: “Thou shall not kill”. On October 1, 1993, when Marc Klaas, father of
12 year old Polly Klaas, discovered that his daughter was kidnapped from a slumber
party and killed, he fully endorsed vengeance via the death penalty. Mr. Klaas used to
believe that the death penalty was cruel and unusual punishment, but he realized “ you
don’t rehabilitate a psychopath.” Klaas wanted to witness the execution of Davis. “I’d
like my eye to be the last thing he sees, just as his eyes were the last thing my child saw,”
said Klaas (Gottfried 42).

When the Supreme Court lifted the suspension on capital punishment in 1976, it
listed two social purposes: deterrence and retribution. Capital punishment fails as a

deterrent because murderers don’t expect to get caught, or they are incapable of thinking

| rationally. This shows that the death penalty is not a deterrent of cruel crimes such as

murder and is not an effective law enforcement tool. Supporters of the death penalty will
claim that the death penalty saves money. Inmates who have been convicted of crimes
that deserve the death penalty have been waiting on death row for as much as 25 years.

How does murdering inmates save money when they have been on death row for so many
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years? “In 1995, a total of 3,054 prisoners were sentenced to death. Of these individuals,
only 56 were actually executed. It is hard to fear for your death when there is a very
small risk of actually dying” (Williams 121).
Steven E. Landsburg, author of, Does Crime Pay? Yes, for Those Who Don’t

Wince at the Small Chance of a Big Punishment, maintains that a higher conviction rate
deters more murders than executions do. Potential killers are more likely to avoid murder
if they face larger odds of convictions rather than smaller chances of execution. “While
executions do discourage homicides, they are about half as effective as convictions in
preventing murders” (Williams 145). A higher conviction rate is a much stronger
deterrent than the death penalty. Executions may prevent some murders, but convictions
prevent even more murders. The death penalty actually increases the violent crime rate in
the United States

Wrongful executions are likely to occur. The guilty will die, obviously, but
occasionally so will the innocent. This sometimes lead to discrimination. Both the race of
the defendant and the race of the victim matters when it comes to death sentences. The
death penalty is discriminatory. “Those who kill white people are more than four times
as likely to be sentenced to death than those who kill black people” (Gottfried 99).

In conclusion, I believe the facts stated about against capital punishment are
sufficient evidence against a cruel and unusual punishment. These ideas are regarded by

many to be wrong and unjust. I fully believe that capital punishment is immoral,
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Capital Punishment: Legalized Murder

Capital Punishment is legalized murder. I like many other people do not agree
with the death penalty. There are many reasons why the death penalty is wrong. In my
following essay I will state why it is wrong and unjust.

First of all, two wrongs do not make a right. Killing someone for killing another is
murder in itself. So why does the government continue to promote this legal act of
murder?

Statistic’s show that the death penalty is not a deterrent of cruel crimes such as
murder. The only things statistics show is that the death penalty is not an effective law
enforcement tool. Supporters of the death penalty will claim that the death penalty saves
money. Inmates who have been convicted of crimes that deserve the death penalty have
been waiting on death row for as much as 25 years. How does murdering inmates save
money when on death row for so many years? Of the approximatly 3,000 prisoners
sentenced to death, how many were executed? The answer is about 50 prisoners. It is
hard to fear for your death when there is a very small risk of actually dying.

The death penalty actually increases the violent crime rate in the United States.
Higher violent crime rates occur in death penalty counties. A higher conviction rate is
much stronger deterrent than the death penalty. Executions may prevent some murders,

but convictions prevent even more murders.




Wrongful executions are likely to occur. The guilty will die, obviously, but
occasionally so will the innocent. This sometimes lead to discrimination. Both the race of
the defendant and the race of the victim matters when it comes to death sentences. The
death penalty is discriminatory. Those who kill white people are more than four times as
likely to be sentenced to death then those who kill black people.

To some the death penalty is just revenge. Vengeance is not justice, it is immoral
to execute everyone who kills another human being. The bible tells us this. On October 1,
1993 when Marc Klaas, father of 12 year old Polly Klaas, discovered that his daughter
was kidnapped from a slumber party and killed. He fully endorsed vengeance via the
death penalty. Mr. Klaas had believed that the death penalty was cruel and unusual
punishment, but he now knows “ you don’t rehabilitate a psychopaths”. Klaas wanted to
witness the execution of Davis. “I’d like my eye to be the last thing he sees, just as his
eyes were the last thing my child saw”. Says Klaas.

In conclusion, I believe the facts stated about against capital punishment are
sufficient evidence against a cruel and unusual punishment. These ideas are regarded by

many to be wrong and unjust. I fully believe that capital punishment is immoral.
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Capital Punishment: Legalized Murder

Capital Punishment is legalized murder. Like many other people, I do not agree
with the death penalty. There are many reasons why the death penalty is wrong. First of
all, two wrongs do not make a right. Killing someone for killing another is murder in
itself. So why does the government continue to promote this legal act of murder?

To some the death penalty is just revenge. Vengeance is not justice; it is immoral
to execute anyone who kills another human being. The Bible tells us this in the Ten
Commandment%j}fhou shall not kill.ﬁOn October 1, 1993, when Marc Klaas, father of 12
year old Polly Klaas, discovered that his daughter was kidnapped from a slumber party
and killed, he fully endorsed vengeance via the death penalty. Mr. Klaas used to believe
that the death penalty was cruel and unusual punishment, but he realized « you don’t
rehabilitate a psychopath.” Klaas wanted to witness the execution of Davis. “I’d like my
eye to be the last thing he sees, just as his eyes were the last thing my child saw,” said
Klaas (Gottfried 42).

When the Supreme Court lifted the suspension on capital punishment in 1976, it
listed two social purposes: deterrence and retribution. Capital punishment fails as a
deterrent because murderers don’t expect to get caughBQr they are incapable of thinking
rationally. This shows that the death penalty is not a deterrent of cruel crimes such as
murder and is not an effective law enforcement tool. Supporters of the death penalty will
claim that the death penalty saves money. Inmates who have been convicted of crimes
that deserve the death penalty have been waiting on death row for as much as 25 years.

How does murdering inmates save money when they have been on death row for so many




years? “In 1995, a total of 3,054 prisoners were sentenced to death. Of these individuals,
only 56 were actually executed. It is hard to fear for your death when there is a very
small risk of actually dying” (Williams 121). (Q 0)( ? (\

The death penalty actually increases the violent crime rate in the United States. ‘\/ > 4% 3‘5
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larger odds of convictions rather than smaller chances of execution. “While executions

do discourage homicides, they are about half as effective as convictions in preventing

murders” (Williams 145). A higher conviction rate is a much stronger deterrent than the
death penalty. Executions may prevent some murders, but convictions prevent even more
murders.

Wrongtul executions are likely to occur. The guilty will die, obviously, but
occasionally so will the innocent. This sometimes lead to discrimination. Both the race of
the defendant and the race of the victim matters when it comes to death sentences. The
death penalty is discriminatory. “Those who kill white people are more than four times
as likely to be sentenced to death than those who kill black people” (Gottfried 99).

In conclusion, I believe the facts stated about against capital punishment are
sufficient evidence against a cruel and unusual punishment. These ideas are regarded by

many to be wrong and unjust. I fully believe that capital punishment is immoral.
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