[image: DESE Logo]




[bookmark: rptName]Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District

INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW
REPORT
Office of Public School Monitoring

[bookmark: CrGroup1]For Group A Universal Standards


[bookmark: onsiteVisitDate]Dates of Onsite Visit: March 4-5, 2025
Date of Report: May 16, 2025
Action Plan Due: June 16, 2025


Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Onsite Team Members:
[bookmark: teamMembers]Talia Higginbotham, Team Chairperson
Henry Ndakalu




[image: State Seal of Massachusetts]

Patrick Tutwiler
Interim Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education
1


Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education – Office of Public School Monitoring
Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District Integrated Monitoring Review Report – 05/16/2025
Page 2 of 17



MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW REPORT

[bookmark: rptName2]Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District


INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW REPORT INTRODUCTION	3
INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW DETAILS	6
DEFINITION OF COMPLIANCE RATINGS	7
SUMMARY OF COMPLIANCE CRITERIA RATINGS	8
SUMMARY OF PRE-FINDING CORRECTIONS	9
SUMMARY OF INDICATOR DATA REVIEW	10
SPECIAL EDUCATION FINDINGS	11











	



	

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
OFFICE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL MONITORING
[bookmark: _Toc198301426]INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW REPORT INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc256000000][bookmark: _Toc91143806]
[bookmark: rptName3]During the 2024-2025 school year, Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District participated in an Integrated Monitoring Review (IMR) conducted by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s (DESE or Department) Office of Public School Monitoring (PSM). The purpose of the Integrated Monitoring Review is to monitor compliance with regulatory requirements focusing on special education and civil rights. 

Components of the Integrated Monitoring Review
[image: Components of the Integrated Monitoring Review]

Integrated Monitoring is one of eight components of a state’s general supervision system. One aspect of Integrated Monitoring is the Integrated Monitoring Review. Each school district, charter school, vocational school, and virtual school undergoes an Integrated Monitoring Review every three years. The Department’s Office of Public School Monitoring (PSM) is responsible for conducting these reviews and works closely with offices throughout the Department including, but not limited to, the Office of Special Education Planning and Policy (SEPP), Problem Resolution System Office (PRS), and the Office of Approved Special Education Schools (OASES) to promote cohesion and collaboration across the Department’s general supervision system. As set forth in the diagram above, Integrated Monitoring Review is one of the multilayered, cohesive, and formal processes employed by the Department to examine and evaluate all LEAs’ implementation of IDEA with a particular emphasis on educational results, functional outcomes, and compliance.

The monitoring cycle is posted at Integrated Monitoring Review Three Year Cycle. 

Regularly monitored standards are divided into two groups, known as Group A Universal Standards and Group B Universal Standards. Districts and schools are monitored on an alternate set of Universal Standards every three years. 

Group A Universal Standards address:
· Student identification
· IEP development
· Programming and support services
· Equal opportunity


Group B Universal Standards address:
· Licensure and professional development
· Parent/student/community engagement
· Facilities and classroom observations
· Oversight
· Time and learning
· Equal access

The Department has also reserved a specific set of criteria, collectively known as Focused Standards, which are reviewed if the Department deems appropriate due to concerns with those particular standards.  In those circumstances, the identified Focused Standards are assessed in addition to the Universal Standards. 

Universal Standards and Focused Standards are aligned with the following regulations:

Special Education (SE)
· Selected requirements from the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq and accompanying regulations at 34 CFR Part 300.
· Massachusetts General Law Chapter 71B, and the Massachusetts Special Education regulations (603 CMR 28.00).

Civil Rights Methods of Administration and Other General Education Requirements (CR)
· Specific federal civil rights requirements, including requirements under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, together with select state requirements under M.G.L. c. 76, § 5 and M.G.L. c. 269 §§ 17 through 19.
· Specific requirements from the Massachusetts Physical Restraint regulations (603 CMR 46.00).
· Specific requirements from the Massachusetts Student Learning Time regulations (603 CMR 27.00).
· Specific requirements from the Massachusetts Student Records regulations (603 CMR 23.00).
· Various requirements under other federal and state laws and regulations.

Integrated Monitoring Review Process:

Discovery: During the Discovery stage, the PSM chairperson analyzes data and information to prepare for the onsite visit. The chairperson also reviews documents submitted by the district/school.

Engagement: The Engagement stage of the Integrated Monitoring Review includes all activities conducted onsite and/or virtually through the issuance of the Integrated Monitoring Review Report. Such activities may include record review, interviews, and observations.

Close-out: Once the Report is issued, the Close-out stage begins for the schools and districts with any identified findings of noncompliance. The Close-out stage includes the development of the Correction Action Plan and completion of subsequent progress reports to ensure all instances of noncompliance are resolved within one year of the issuance of the Integrated Monitoring Review Report.


PSM Team:	
Depending upon the size of a school district and the number of special education programs to be reviewed, a team of one to four Department staff members conducts onsite activities over one to five days in a school district or charter school.

Report for Integrated Monitoring Reviews:
The Integrated Monitoring Review Report will be issued within approximately 30 days of the conclusion of the onsite visit.

Pre-finding Corrections:
During the Discovery and Engagement stages of the review, PSM staff may find that the district/school  violated an IDEA requirement prior to the issuance of a finding in the Integrated Monitoring Review Report. In such cases, PSM staff may implement the pre-finding correction protocol. If PSM staff verify that the identified noncompliance is resolved prior to the issuance of the report, no finding is made. However, a list of any pre-finding corrections will be included in the Integrated Monitoring Review Report. More information regarding the pre-finding correction protocol can be found in the PSM procedures at https://www.doe.mass.edu/psm/procedures.docx.

Ratings: In the Integrated Monitoring Review Report, the onsite team gives a rating for each compliance criterion it has reviewed; those ratings are “Commendable,” “Implemented,” “Implementation in Progress,” “Partially Implemented,” “Not Implemented,” “Not Applicable,” and “Prior Noncompliance - Corrective Action Under Review.”

The onsite team includes a comment in the Integrated Monitoring Review Report for each criterion that it rates “Commendable,” “Partially Implemented,” “Not Implemented,” or “Prior Noncompliance - Corrective Action Under Review,” explaining the basis for the rating.

Corrective Action: Where criteria are found “Partially Implemented” or “Not Implemented,” a corrective action plan (CAP) is developed to bring those areas into compliance with the relevant statutes and regulations. Department staff work with districts and charter schools on the development of an appropriate CAP.

PSM staff also provide ongoing technical assistance as the school or district is implementing the approved CAP. School districts and charter schools must demonstrate effective resolution of noncompliance identified by the Department as soon as possible but in no case later than one year from the issuance of the Department’s Final Monitoring Report.

Where criteria are rated “Prior Noncompliance - Corrective Action Under Review,” the district/charter school will work with staff from the specific Department office that identified the noncompliance to develop a corrective action plan.

For more information regarding the Integrated Monitoring Review Process, including district and parent resources, please visit < https://www.doe.mass.edu/psm/integrated/default.html>.

[bookmark: _Toc198301427]
INTEGRATED MONITORING REVIEW DETAILS
[bookmark: _Toc256000001][bookmark: _Toc91143807][bookmark: rptName5] for Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District

[bookmark: rptName4][bookmark: mondayDate][bookmark: CrGroup2]The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education conducted an Integrated Monitoring Review in Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District during the week of March 3, 2025, to evaluate the implementation of Group A Universal Standards in the program areas of special education, civil rights, and other related general education requirements. The team appreciated the opportunity to interview staff and parents, to observe classroom facilities, and to review the programs underway in the district.

[bookmark: CommendableBlock]In preparing this report, the team reviewed extensive written documentation regarding the operation of the district's programs, together with information gathered by means of the following Department program review methods: 

District Civil Rights Self-Assessment Phase:
· Review of civil rights documentation for required elements including document uploads.
· Upon completion, the civil rights self-assessment was submitted to the Department for review.

Discovery Phase:
· [bookmark: GroupARetain][bookmark: _Hlk84233526]District review of student records related to the Indicator Data Collection for Indicators 11, 12, and 13.
· Upon completion, the results of the Indicator Data Collection for Indicators 11, 12, and 13 were submitted to the Department for review. 
· Review of key data points focused on educational results and functional outcomes. For more details regarding the data review, please see the PSM procedures at https://www.doe.mass.edu/psm/procedures.docx.

Engagement Phase:
· Interviews of administrative, instructional, and support staff consistent with those criteria selected for onsite verification.
· Interview of a special education parent advisory council (SEPAC) representative.
· Review of additional documents for special education and civil rights.
· Surveys of parents of students in special education: Parents of students in special education were sent a survey that solicited information regarding their experiences with the district’s implementation of special education programs, related services, and procedural requirements.
· Review of student records for special education: The Department selected a sample of student records from the district’s special education student roster. The onsite team conducted this review, using standard Department procedures, to determine whether procedural and programmatic requirements have been met.
· Observations of time-out rooms. 

	[bookmark: blockFinalOther]The Integrated Monitoring Review Report includes those criteria that were found by the team to be implemented in a “Commendable” manner, as well as criteria receiving a rating of "Partially Implemented," "Not Implemented," “Implementation in Progress”, and “Prior Noncompliance - Corrective Action Under Review.” (Refer to the “Definition of Compliance Ratings” section of the report.) Reports do not include criteria receiving a rating of “Implemented” or “Not Applicable.” This will allow the district/school and the Department to focus their efforts on those areas requiring corrective action. Districts/schools are expected to incorporate the corrective actions into their district and school improvement plans, including their professional development plans.



	[bookmark: _Toc495981573]




[bookmark: _Toc198301428]DEFINITION OF COMPLIANCE RATINGS
[bookmark: _Toc256000002][bookmark: _Toc91143808]

	

	Commendable
	Any requirement or aspect of a requirement implemented in an exemplary manner significantly beyond the requirements of law or regulation.

	

	Implemented
	The requirement is substantially met in all important aspects.

	

	Implementation in Progress
	This rating is used for criteria containing new or updated legal requirements; the district has implemented any old requirements contained in the criterion and is training staff or beginning to implement the new requirements in such a way that the onsite team anticipates that the new requirements will be implemented by the end of the school year.

	

	Partially Implemented
	The requirement, in one or several important aspects, is not entirely met.

	

	Not Implemented
	The requirement is totally or substantially not met.

	

	Prior Noncompliance - Corrective Action Under Review
	A finding of noncompliance was made by another office in the Department and the district is currently undergoing corrective action activities.

	

	Not Applicable 
	The requirement does not apply to the school district or charter school.





[bookmark: rptName6]
Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District

[bookmark: _Toc198301429][bookmark: _Toc256000003][bookmark: _Toc91143809]SUMMARY OF COMPLIANCE CRITERIA RATINGS

	
	
Universal Standards Special Education
	
Universal Standards Civil Rights and Other General Education Requirements


	IMPLEMENTED
	[bookmark: seImplCnt]SE 1, SE 2, SE 3, SE 3A, SE 5, SE 6, SE 8, SE 9A, SE 10, SE 11, SE 12, 
SE 13, SE 14, SE 17, SE 18A, SE 18B, SE 19, SE 20, SE 22, SE 25, SE 26,  SE 29, SE 34, SE 35, SE 37, SE 38,  SE 39, SE 40, SE 43, SE 44, SE 45,  SE 46, SE 47, SE 48, SE 49
	[bookmark: crImplCnt]CR 13, CR 14

	PARTIALLY
IMPLEMENTED

	[bookmark: seCritPartial]SE 7, SE 9, SE 41, SE 42
	[bookmark: crCritPartial]

	NOT 
IMPLEMENTED

	None
	

	NOT 
APPLICABLE

	None
	




The full list of criteria and information regarding the requirements can be found in Appendix B of the Tiered Focused Monitoring Toolkit available at < https://www.doe.mass.edu/psm/resources/tfm-toolkit.docx>.

[bookmark: _Toc198301430]
SUMMARY OF PRE-FINDING CORRECTIONS


The pre-finding correction protocol was implemented prior to the issuance of the Integrated Monitoring Report and all instances of noncompliance were resolved by the district. Evidence of correction was reviewed and verified by the Department for the following criteria:

Criterion Name and Number

SE 2: Required and optional assessments

SE 8: IEP Team composition and attendance

SE 14: Review and revision of IEPs




[bookmark: _Toc198301431]SUMMARY OF INDICATOR DATA REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc256000004][bookmark: _Toc91143810][bookmark: GroupARetain2] 
As part of the self-assessment process for districts or charter schools undergoing a review for Group A Universal Standards, the PSM team reviewed the results of Indicator data submissions for Indicators 11, 12, and 13. The Indicator review is completed prior to the onsite visit and helps inform the scope of the onsite review. For any Indicator data noncompliance found, the district or charter school must develop and implement corrective action that includes correcting noncompliance for the individual students affected by it, addressing the root cause and underlying reasons for the identified noncompliance, and reviewing additional records as evidence that the issues have been corrected and that requirements are being met. The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) requires correction of noncompliance within one year of the finding.

The results of the Department’s analysis regarding these Indicators are as follows:


	

	
Compliant
	
Non-Compliant
	
Not Applicable

	Indicator 11 – Initial 
Evaluation Timelines

	
X
	
	

	Indicator 12 – Early 
Childhood Transition

	
	
X
	

	Indicator 13 – 
Secondary Transition
	
	
X

	



Template Version 250331

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education – Office of Public School Monitoring
[bookmark: reportNameFooterSec2][bookmark: reportDateFooterSec2]Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District Integrated Monitoring Review Report – 5/16/2025
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The district submitted evidence of corrective action to address the non-compliance identified for Indicator 12 and Indicator 13. The submissions were reviewed and approved by the Department. The Department also conducted a review of a second set of student records for both Indicators 12 and 13 to ensure ongoing compliance. All records were found compliant; no further action is required.  
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LEGAL STANDARDS, 
COMPLIANCE RATINGS AND 
[bookmark: SEMANTIC_SE]FINDINGS
[bookmark: _Toc256000005][bookmark: _Toc91143811]
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CRITERION
NUMBER
	[bookmark: _Toc45893057][bookmark: _Toc51753996][bookmark: _Toc51754191][bookmark: _Toc51754382][bookmark: _Toc51754574][bookmark: _Toc51754765][bookmark: _Toc51754957][bookmark: _Toc51755148][bookmark: _Toc51755340][bookmark: _Toc51755530][bookmark: _Toc51755721][bookmark: _Toc51755912][bookmark: _Toc51756102][bookmark: _Toc51756293][bookmark: _Toc51756483][bookmark: _Toc51756674][bookmark: _Toc51756772][bookmark: _Toc51756961][bookmark: _Toc51757342][bookmark: _Toc51757533][bookmark: _Toc51757722][bookmark: _Toc51757912][bookmark: _Toc51758100][bookmark: _Toc51758289][bookmark: _Toc51758477][bookmark: _Toc51758666][bookmark: _Toc51758854][bookmark: _Toc51759043][bookmark: _Toc51759230][bookmark: _Toc51759419][bookmark: _Toc51759605][bookmark: _Toc51759792][bookmark: _Toc51759977][bookmark: _Toc51760163][bookmark: _Toc51760348][bookmark: _Toc54749364][bookmark: _Toc54750250][bookmark: _Toc54750556][bookmark: _Toc54755770][bookmark: _Toc54755969][bookmark: _Toc54756290][bookmark: _Toc54760825][bookmark: _Toc54761257][bookmark: _Toc54761506][bookmark: _Toc54765845][bookmark: _Toc54766050][bookmark: _Toc54778763][bookmark: _Toc54779055][bookmark: _Toc54953876][bookmark: _Toc55027526][bookmark: _Toc55027744][bookmark: _Toc55028992][bookmark: _Toc55029207][bookmark: _Toc55635814][bookmark: _Toc55636055][bookmark: _Toc55636378][bookmark: _Toc55636581][bookmark: _Toc55636783][bookmark: _Toc55636985][bookmark: _Toc68669195][bookmark: _Toc68669398][bookmark: _Toc68669600][bookmark: _Toc83803700][bookmark: _Toc83803902][bookmark: _Toc83804104][bookmark: _Toc83804305][bookmark: _Toc86199726][bookmark: _Toc86208164][bookmark: _Toc86220314][bookmark: _Toc86220545][bookmark: _Toc86220775][bookmark: _Toc86221004][bookmark: _Toc86221233][bookmark: _Toc86458426][bookmark: _Toc86458654][bookmark: _Toc86458881][bookmark: _Toc86459107][bookmark: _Toc86459334][bookmark: _Toc86459560][bookmark: _Toc86459697][bookmark: _Toc86459922][bookmark: _Toc86460148][bookmark: _Toc86460373][bookmark: _Toc86460598][bookmark: _Toc86460820][bookmark: _Toc86461041][bookmark: _Toc86461262][bookmark: _Toc86461482][bookmark: _Toc86461702][bookmark: _Toc86461922][bookmark: _Toc86462141][bookmark: _Toc86462359][bookmark: _Toc86462576][bookmark: _Toc86462791][bookmark: _Toc86466893][bookmark: _Toc86467108][bookmark: _Toc86467321][bookmark: _Toc86467533][bookmark: _Toc86467744][bookmark: _Toc86467954][bookmark: _Toc86468163][bookmark: _Toc86468371][bookmark: _Toc86468579][bookmark: _Toc86468782][bookmark: _Toc86468984][bookmark: _Toc86469185][bookmark: _Toc86469385][bookmark: _Toc86469583][bookmark: _Toc86470888][bookmark: _Toc86471084][bookmark: _Toc112206416][bookmark: _Toc112208875][bookmark: _Toc112209071][bookmark: _Toc112209270][bookmark: _Toc112217601][bookmark: _Toc112217796][bookmark: _Toc115145794][bookmark: _Toc198301433]     

	

	Legal Standard

	
SE 7
	Transfer of parental rights at age of majority and student participation and consent at the age of majority
1. [bookmark: CRIT_SE_7]At least one year prior to the student reaching age 18, the district informs the student and the parent/guardian of the rights that will transfer from the parent/guardian to the student upon the student's 18th birthday. The notification provided to both the student and the parent/guardian must explicitly state that all rights accorded to parents under special education law will transfer to the 18 year old.
2. Upon reaching the age of 18, the school district implements procedures to obtain consent from the student with decision-making authority to continue the student's special education program.
3. The district continues to send the parent written notices and the parent will have the right to inspect the student's records, but the parent will no longer have decision-making authority, except as provided below:
a. If the parent has sought and received guardianship from a court of competent jurisdiction, then the parent retains full decision-making authority.  The parent does not have authority to override any decision or lack of decision made by the student who has reached the age of majority unless the parent has sought or received guardianship or other legal authority from a court of competent jurisdiction.
b. The student, upon reaching the age of majority and in the absence of any court actions to the contrary, may choose to share decision-making with his or her parent (or other willing adult), including allowing the parent to co-sign the IEP.  Such choice is made in the presence of the Team and is documented in written form.   The student's choice prevails at any time that a disagreement occurs between the adult student and the parent or other adult with whom the student has shared decision-making. 
c. The student, upon reaching the age of majority and in the absence of any court actions to the contrary, may choose to delegate continued decision-making to his or her parent, or other willing adult.  Such choice is made in the presence of at least one representative of the school district and one other witness and is documented in written form and maintained in the student record.

	
	State Requirements
	Federal Requirements

	
	603 CMR 28.07(5)
	34 CFR 300. 320(c), 300.520

	
	Rating:
	[bookmark: RATING_SE_7] Partially Implemented 
	District Response Required:
	[bookmark: DISTRESP_SE_7]Yes



	[bookmark: LABEL_SE_7]Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Findings:

	[bookmark: FINDING_SE_7]A review of student records and staff interviews indicated that the district does not always ensure the following:
· At least one year prior to the student reaching age 18, the district informs the student and the parent/guardian of the rights that will transfer from the parent/guardian to the student upon the student’s 18th birthday.
· Upon reaching the age of 18, the district obtains consent from the student with decision-making authority to continue the student’s special education program.





	
CRITERION
NUMBER
	[bookmark: _Toc45893059][bookmark: _Toc51753998][bookmark: _Toc51754193][bookmark: _Toc51754384][bookmark: _Toc51754576][bookmark: _Toc51754767][bookmark: _Toc51754959][bookmark: _Toc51755150][bookmark: _Toc51755342][bookmark: _Toc51755532][bookmark: _Toc51755723][bookmark: _Toc51755914][bookmark: _Toc51756104][bookmark: _Toc51756295][bookmark: _Toc51756485][bookmark: _Toc51756676][bookmark: _Toc51756774][bookmark: _Toc51756963][bookmark: _Toc51757344][bookmark: _Toc51757535][bookmark: _Toc51757724][bookmark: _Toc51757914][bookmark: _Toc51758102][bookmark: _Toc51758291][bookmark: _Toc51758479][bookmark: _Toc51758668][bookmark: _Toc51758856][bookmark: _Toc51759045][bookmark: _Toc51759232][bookmark: _Toc51759421][bookmark: _Toc51759607][bookmark: _Toc51759794][bookmark: _Toc51759979][bookmark: _Toc51760165][bookmark: _Toc51760350][bookmark: _Toc54749366][bookmark: _Toc54750252][bookmark: _Toc54750558][bookmark: _Toc54755772][bookmark: _Toc54755971][bookmark: _Toc54756292][bookmark: _Toc54760827][bookmark: _Toc54761259][bookmark: _Toc54761508][bookmark: _Toc54765847][bookmark: _Toc54766052][bookmark: _Toc54778765][bookmark: _Toc54779057][bookmark: _Toc54953878][bookmark: _Toc55027528][bookmark: _Toc55027746][bookmark: _Toc55028994][bookmark: _Toc55029209][bookmark: _Toc55635816][bookmark: _Toc55636057][bookmark: _Toc55636380][bookmark: _Toc55636583][bookmark: _Toc55636785][bookmark: _Toc55636987][bookmark: _Toc68669197][bookmark: _Toc68669400][bookmark: _Toc68669602][bookmark: _Toc83803702][bookmark: _Toc83803904][bookmark: _Toc83804106][bookmark: _Toc83804307][bookmark: _Toc86199728][bookmark: _Toc86208166][bookmark: _Toc86220316][bookmark: _Toc86220547][bookmark: _Toc86220777][bookmark: _Toc86221006][bookmark: _Toc86221235][bookmark: _Toc86458428][bookmark: _Toc86458656][bookmark: _Toc86458883][bookmark: _Toc86459109][bookmark: _Toc86459336][bookmark: _Toc86459562][bookmark: _Toc86459699][bookmark: _Toc86459924][bookmark: _Toc86460150][bookmark: _Toc86460375][bookmark: _Toc86460600][bookmark: _Toc86460822][bookmark: _Toc86461043][bookmark: _Toc86461264][bookmark: _Toc86461484][bookmark: _Toc86461704][bookmark: _Toc86461924][bookmark: _Toc86462143][bookmark: _Toc86462361][bookmark: _Toc86462578][bookmark: _Toc86462793][bookmark: _Toc86466895][bookmark: _Toc86467110][bookmark: _Toc86467323][bookmark: _Toc86467535][bookmark: _Toc86467746][bookmark: _Toc86467956][bookmark: _Toc86468165][bookmark: _Toc86468373][bookmark: _Toc86468581][bookmark: _Toc86468784][bookmark: _Toc86468986][bookmark: _Toc86469187][bookmark: _Toc86469387][bookmark: _Toc86469585][bookmark: _Toc86470890][bookmark: _Toc86471086][bookmark: _Toc112206418][bookmark: _Toc112208877][bookmark: _Toc112209073][bookmark: _Toc112209272][bookmark: _Toc112217603][bookmark: _Toc112217798][bookmark: _Toc115145796][bookmark: _Toc198301434]     

	

	Legal Standard

	

[bookmark: _Toc528634243]SE 9
	Timeline for determination of eligibility
[bookmark: CRIT_SE_9]Within 45 school working days after receipt of the parent's written consent to an initial evaluation or a re‑evaluation, the school district determines whether the student is eligible for special education.

	
	State Requirements
	Federal Requirements

	
	603 CMR 28.05(1); 28.06(2)(e)
	

	
	Rating:
	[bookmark: RATING_SE_9] Partially Implemented 
	District Response Required:
	[bookmark: DISTRESP_SE_9]Yes



	[bookmark: LABEL_SE_9]Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Findings:

	[bookmark: FINDING_SE_9]A review of student records and staff interviews indicated that within 45-school-working days after the receipt of the parent’s written consent to an initial evaluation or re-evaluation, the district does not always determine whether the student is eligible for special education and provide the parent with a proposed IEP.




	
CRITERION
NUMBER
	[bookmark: _Toc45893123][bookmark: _Toc51754062][bookmark: _Toc51754256][bookmark: _Toc51754447][bookmark: _Toc51754639][bookmark: _Toc51754830][bookmark: _Toc51755022][bookmark: _Toc51755213][bookmark: _Toc51755404][bookmark: _Toc51755594][bookmark: _Toc51755785][bookmark: _Toc51755976][bookmark: _Toc51756166][bookmark: _Toc51756357][bookmark: _Toc51756547][bookmark: _Toc51756737][bookmark: _Toc51756835][bookmark: _Toc51757024][bookmark: _Toc51757406][bookmark: _Toc51757597][bookmark: _Toc51757786][bookmark: _Toc51757976][bookmark: _Toc51758164][bookmark: _Toc51758353][bookmark: _Toc51758541][bookmark: _Toc51758730][bookmark: _Toc51758918][bookmark: _Toc51759107][bookmark: _Toc51759294][bookmark: _Toc51759483][bookmark: _Toc51759669][bookmark: _Toc51759856][bookmark: _Toc51760041][bookmark: _Toc51760227][bookmark: _Toc51760412][bookmark: _Toc54749431][bookmark: _Toc54750321][bookmark: _Toc54750628][bookmark: _Toc54755842][bookmark: _Toc54756041][bookmark: _Toc54756362][bookmark: _Toc54760897][bookmark: _Toc54761329][bookmark: _Toc54761578][bookmark: _Toc54765917][bookmark: _Toc54766122][bookmark: _Toc54778840][bookmark: _Toc54779132][bookmark: _Toc54953953][bookmark: _Toc55027603][bookmark: _Toc55027819][bookmark: _Toc55029066][bookmark: _Toc55029280][bookmark: _Toc55635887][bookmark: _Toc55636127][bookmark: _Toc55636450][bookmark: _Toc55636653][bookmark: _Toc55636855][bookmark: _Toc55637057][bookmark: _Toc68669267][bookmark: _Toc68669470][bookmark: _Toc68669672][bookmark: _Toc83803772][bookmark: _Toc83803974][bookmark: _Toc83804176][bookmark: _Toc83804377][bookmark: _Toc86199802][bookmark: _Toc86208246][bookmark: _Toc86220396][bookmark: _Toc86220627][bookmark: _Toc86220857][bookmark: _Toc86221085][bookmark: _Toc86221314][bookmark: _Toc86458507][bookmark: _Toc86458734][bookmark: _Toc86458960][bookmark: _Toc86459186][bookmark: _Toc86459413][bookmark: _Toc86459639][bookmark: _Toc86459776][bookmark: _Toc86460001][bookmark: _Toc86460226][bookmark: _Toc86460450][bookmark: _Toc86460673][bookmark: _Toc86460894][bookmark: _Toc86461115][bookmark: _Toc86461335][bookmark: _Toc86461555][bookmark: _Toc86461775][bookmark: _Toc86461995][bookmark: _Toc86462214][bookmark: _Toc86462432][bookmark: _Toc86462649][bookmark: _Toc86462864][bookmark: _Toc86466966][bookmark: _Toc86467181][bookmark: _Toc86467394][bookmark: _Toc86467606][bookmark: _Toc86467817][bookmark: _Toc86468027][bookmark: _Toc86468236][bookmark: _Toc86468444][bookmark: _Toc86468652][bookmark: _Toc86468855][bookmark: _Toc86469057][bookmark: _Toc86469258][bookmark: _Toc86469458][bookmark: _Toc86469656][bookmark: _Toc86470960][bookmark: _Toc86471156][bookmark: _Toc112206488][bookmark: _Toc112208947][bookmark: _Toc112209143][bookmark: _Toc112209342][bookmark: _Toc112217635][bookmark: _Toc112217830][bookmark: _Toc115145828][bookmark: _Toc198301435]     

	

	Legal Standard

	
SE 41
	Age span requirements
[bookmark: CRIT_SE_41]The ages of the youngest and oldest student in any instructional grouping do not differ by more than 48 months.  A written request for approval of a wider age range is submitted to the commissioner of elementary and secondary education in cases where the district believes it is justified. Such requests are implemented only after approval of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

	
	State Requirements
	Federal Requirements

	
	603 CMR 28.06(6)(f)
	

	
	Rating:
	[bookmark: RATING_SE_41] Partially Implemented 
	District Response Required:
	[bookmark: DISTRESP_SE_41]Yes



	[bookmark: LABEL_SE_41]Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Findings:

	[bookmark: FINDING_SE_41]A review of documents and staff interviews indicated that the ages of the youngest and oldest student in four instructional groupings differ by more than 48 months. To address this noncompliance, the district applied for an Age Span Waiver from the Department. However, as an Age Span Waiver was approved during the 2023-2024 school year for the same instructional groupings, PSM staff requested documentation of district initiatives to avoid the need for an additional waiver and to ensure appropriate age spans.





	
CRITERION
NUMBER
	[bookmark: _Toc45893124][bookmark: _Toc51754063][bookmark: _Toc51754257][bookmark: _Toc51754448][bookmark: _Toc51754640][bookmark: _Toc51754831][bookmark: _Toc51755023][bookmark: _Toc51755214][bookmark: _Toc51755405][bookmark: _Toc51755595][bookmark: _Toc51755786][bookmark: _Toc51755977][bookmark: _Toc51756167][bookmark: _Toc51756358][bookmark: _Toc51756548][bookmark: _Toc51756738][bookmark: _Toc51756836][bookmark: _Toc51757025][bookmark: _Toc51757407][bookmark: _Toc51757598][bookmark: _Toc51757787][bookmark: _Toc51757977][bookmark: _Toc51758165][bookmark: _Toc51758354][bookmark: _Toc51758542][bookmark: _Toc51758731][bookmark: _Toc51758919][bookmark: _Toc51759108][bookmark: _Toc51759295][bookmark: _Toc51759484][bookmark: _Toc51759670][bookmark: _Toc51759857][bookmark: _Toc51760042][bookmark: _Toc51760228][bookmark: _Toc51760413][bookmark: _Toc54749432][bookmark: _Toc54750322][bookmark: _Toc54750629][bookmark: _Toc54755843][bookmark: _Toc54756042][bookmark: _Toc54756363][bookmark: _Toc54760898][bookmark: _Toc54761330][bookmark: _Toc54761579][bookmark: _Toc54765918][bookmark: _Toc54766123][bookmark: _Toc54778841][bookmark: _Toc54779133][bookmark: _Toc54953954][bookmark: _Toc55027604][bookmark: _Toc55027820][bookmark: _Toc55029067][bookmark: _Toc55029281][bookmark: _Toc55635888][bookmark: _Toc55636128][bookmark: _Toc55636451][bookmark: _Toc55636654][bookmark: _Toc55636856][bookmark: _Toc55637058][bookmark: _Toc68669268][bookmark: _Toc68669471][bookmark: _Toc68669673][bookmark: _Toc83803773][bookmark: _Toc83803975][bookmark: _Toc83804177][bookmark: _Toc83804378][bookmark: _Toc86199803][bookmark: _Toc86208247][bookmark: _Toc86220397][bookmark: _Toc86220628][bookmark: _Toc86220858][bookmark: _Toc86221086][bookmark: _Toc86221315][bookmark: _Toc86458508][bookmark: _Toc86458735][bookmark: _Toc86458961][bookmark: _Toc86459187][bookmark: _Toc86459414][bookmark: _Toc86459640][bookmark: _Toc86459777][bookmark: _Toc86460002][bookmark: _Toc86460227][bookmark: _Toc86460451][bookmark: _Toc86460674][bookmark: _Toc86460895][bookmark: _Toc86461116][bookmark: _Toc86461336][bookmark: _Toc86461556][bookmark: _Toc86461776][bookmark: _Toc86461996][bookmark: _Toc86462215][bookmark: _Toc86462433][bookmark: _Toc86462650][bookmark: _Toc86462865][bookmark: _Toc86466967][bookmark: _Toc86467182][bookmark: _Toc86467395][bookmark: _Toc86467607][bookmark: _Toc86467818][bookmark: _Toc86468028][bookmark: _Toc86468237][bookmark: _Toc86468445][bookmark: _Toc86468653][bookmark: _Toc86468856][bookmark: _Toc86469058][bookmark: _Toc86469259][bookmark: _Toc86469459][bookmark: _Toc86469657][bookmark: _Toc86470961][bookmark: _Toc86471157][bookmark: _Toc112206489][bookmark: _Toc112208948][bookmark: _Toc112209144][bookmark: _Toc112209343][bookmark: _Toc112217636][bookmark: _Toc112217831][bookmark: _Toc115145829][bookmark: _Toc198301436]     

	

	Legal Standard

	
SE 42
	Programs for young children three and four years of age
[bookmark: CRIT_SE_42]General requirements:
1. The school district ensures programs are available for eligible students three and four years of age.  Such programs shall be developmentally appropriate and specially designed for students ages three and four years.
2. Where appropriate, the school district elects, consistent with federal requirements,  to use the format and services of the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), if appropriate, for an additional year as a means of transitioning eligible students to public school services.
3. Where appropriate the Team allows a student to remain in a program designed for three and four year old students for the duration of the school year in which the student turns five years old (including the summer following the date of the student's fifth birthday).
Types of Settings:
4. Inclusionary programs for young students are located in a setting that includes students with and without disabilities and meet the following standards:
a. Services in such programs are provided in the home, the public school, Head Start, or a licensed childcare setting.
b. For public school programs that integrate students with and without disabilities, the class size does not exceed 20 with 1 teacher and 1 aide and no more than 5 students with disabilities.  If the number of students with disabilities is 6 or 7 then the class size does not exceed 15 students with 1 teacher and 1 aide.
5. Substantially separate programs for young students are located in a public school classroom or facility that serves primarily or solely students with disabilities.  Substantially separate programs adhere to the following standards:
a. Substantially separate programs are programs in which more than 50% of the students have disabilities.
b. Substantially separate programs operated by the district limit class sizes to 9 students with 1 teacher and 1 aide.

	
	State Requirements
	Federal Requirements

	
	603 CMR 28.06(7)
	34 CFR 300.101(b);
300.124(b); 300.323(b)

	
	Rating:
	[bookmark: RATING_SE_42] Partially Implemented 
	District Response Required:
	[bookmark: DISTRESP_SE_42]Yes



	[bookmark: LABEL_SE_42]Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Findings:

	[bookmark: FINDING_SE_42]A review of student records and staff interviews indicated that two instructional groupings for children three and four years of age do not meet the following requirements for appropriate student to staff ratios and class sizes:
· Substantially separate programs: Substantially separate programs are programs in which more than 50% of the students have disabilities. Substantially separate programs operated by the district limit class sizes to 9 students with 1 teacher and 1 aide.  

Specifically, the groupings listed below are identified as inclusion classes, however, more than 50% of students in the groupings are students with disabilities. Groupings in which students with disabilities make up more than 50% of enrollment are considered substantially separate and must align with the requirements identified above.  

Group A: Half Day Inclusion: 1 teacher; 2 aides; 8 students with disabilities; 3 students without disabilities 
Group B: Half Day Inclusion: 1 teacher; 2 aides; 7 students with disabilities; 3 students without disabilities
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This Integrated Monitoring Review Report is also available at:
https://www.doe.mass.edu/psm/tfm/reports/.
Profile information supplied by each charter school and school district, including information for individual schools within districts, is available at 
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/.
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