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ESE’s work on curriculum and instruction is led by the Center for Instructional Support, whose mission is to ensure that all 
students, especially students of color, economically disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, and English learners, 
have access to effective teachers and administrators. 
 
VISTA data source: superintendents survey, question A4; principals survey, question A4. 

Superintendents 
were more likely 
than principals to 
report regular 
supports in 
implementing the 
Massachusetts 
curriculum 
frameworks. 

How do administrators characterize the level of support districts provide to schools 
for five strategies used to implement the state’s curriculum frameworks? 

With the exception of professional development, less than half of principals report they receive “regular” support 
from their districts in using the five implementation strategies; in contrast, with the exception of providing time for 
educators to share experiences, over half of superintendents feel that they provide “regular” support in each of 
the five implementation strategies. The difference in perceptions is most noticeable when asked about the level of 
support  provided for the analysis of student assessment data; 66% of superintendents express providing regular 
support; versus only 38% of principals.  

** Other response options were: “no district support provided”: little district support provided; and, occasional district support provided. 
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ESE Policy Highlight 
The 2011 English language arts 
and mathematics curriculum 
frameworks are under review 
and may be revised by the 
Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education in spring 
2017. The new Massachusetts 
science curriculum framework 
was adopted in April 2016. 

ESE Resources Available 
Information on ESE’s curriculum  framework reforms are available on the 
English Language Arts (ELA) & Literacy and Mathematics Standards Review 
webpage. This page includes a grade-by -grade list of  the proposed changes 
to the ELA and mathematics standards, respectively. 
 
Quick reference guides for the proposed changes to the English language 
arts and literacy standards and to the Mathematics standards can be found 
using the above links. 
 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/StandardsReview/ela-math.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/CandI/StandardsReview/ELA-GradebyGrade.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/CandI/StandardsReview/Math-GradebyGrade.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/CandI/StandardsReview/ELA-QRG.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/CandI/StandardsReview/ELA-QRG.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/CandI/StandardsReview/Math-QRG.pdf
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