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To what degree are district resources aligned to the revised Massachusetts curriculum  

frameworks? 

The Center for Instructional Support leads DESE’s work on curriculum and instruction. Its mission is to ensure that all students, especially  

students of color, economically disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, and English learners, have access to effective educators. 

Contact OPR with questions about the VISTA survey: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu 

Four in five superintendents report that the English language arts and literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics       

curricula selected or developed by their districts are aligned to the state’s revised curriculum frameworks. In        

contrast, less than two-thirds of superintendents report their district science and technology/engineering (STE)    

curriculum is aligned to the state’s new science curriculum framework. Approximately two-thirds of superintendents 

feel their assessments (district- or teacher-developed) are aligned to the revised ELA/literacy or mathematics   

frameworks. In comparison, less than 6 in 10 superintendents believe their science assessments are aligned or 

strongly aligned. Similarly, when compared to ELA/literacy texts (78%) and mathematics textbooks (67%),               

superintendents report a lower degree of alignment of their science textbooks (57%). Alignment of professional   

development activities follow a similar pattern, with superintendents reporting a higher degree of alignment for 

ELA/literacy (80%) and mathematics (76%) than they do for their science-related professional development (69%). 

Superintendents say that         

resources are largely aligned to 

the revised curriculum         

frameworks in English language 

arts and literacy, and             

mathematics, less so for science 

and technology/engineering.  

DESE Policy Highlight 

In 2018-19 DESE is launching a new initiative called      

CURATE, for CUrriculum RAtings by TEachers. Panels of 

Massachusetts teachers will convene in fall 2018 and 

spring 2019 to review available evidence on the extent 

to which various curricular materials demonstrate align-

ment to Massachusetts learning standards and efficacy in 

implementation. The panels' work will result in a series 

of brief, user-friendly reports designed to support local 

decision-making about curriculum.  

DESE Resources 

Strengthening curriculum in Massachusetts webpage on 

high-quality, standards-aligned instructional materials and 

professional development. The webpage includes:  

 Quick reference guide on aligning curriculum to 

the Massachusetts standards for ELA/literacy, math 

and STE 

 Maps showing where specific ELA/literacy, math, and 

STE materials are used across the Commonwealth 

 

% aligned or strongly aligned ELA/
literacy 

Math 
          

District-wide common assessments 69 74 

Teacher developed or selected assessments 66 60 

Textbooks used in schools1 78 67 

Professional development activities 80 76 

STE  
      

55 

56 

57 

69 

Curriculum developed or selected by district 80 80 63 

 

VISTA data source: Superintendent survey questions A2, A4, A6; 1Educators were asked 
about the alignment of ELA texts. 
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