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Administrators prioritize 

guidance on how to 

support students with 

disabilities (SWD) to 

master expectations. 
VISTA data source: Superintendent survey questions A7, A8, A9; Principal survey questions: A1.2, A2.2, A3.2 
Math: Mathematics; ELA: English Language Arts and Literacy; STE: Science and Technology/Engineering 

The Center for Instructional Support leads DESE’s work on curriculum and instruction. Its mission is to ensure that all students, especially     

students of color, economically disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, and English learners, have access to effective educators. 

Contact OPR with questions about the VISTA survey: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu  

Between two-thirds and three-quarters of superintendents and principals prioritize guidance for how to help SWD 

master the expectations of the English Language Arts and Literacy (ELA/literacy), mathematics, and science and 

technology/engineering (STE) curriculum frameworks. Specifically, 71%, 76%, and 64% of superintendents prioritize 

SWD guidance for the ELA/literacy, mathematics, and STE curricula, respectively. In contrast, less than 50% of      

superintendents view guidance on how to support English learners meet the expectations of the ELA/literacy (48%), 

mathematics (46%) or STE (41%) curricula as a high need. Similar to superintendents, approximately 7 in 10         

principals seek guidance to help SWD master ELA/literacy (75%), mathematics (73%), and STE (68%) expectations, 

respectively. Fewer, but still a majority of, principals seek support to help English learners master the ELA/literacy 

(59%), mathematics (58%), and STE (57%) curricula expectations, respectively.  

DESE Resources 

Strengthening curriculum in Massachusetts  webpage 

on high-quality, standards-aligned instructional 

materials and professional development. This 

webpage includes:  

 Quick reference guide on aligning curriculum to 

the Massachusetts standards for ELA/literacy, 

mathematics and STE 

 Maps showing where specific ELA/literacy, math, 

and STE materials are used across 

the Commonwealth 

DESE Policy Highlight 

In 2018-19 DESE is launching a new initiative called CURATE, 

for CUrriculum RAtings by TEachers. Panels of Massachusetts 

teachers will convene in fall 2018 and spring 2019 to review 

available evidence on the extent to which various curricular 

materials demonstrate alignment to Massachusetts learning 

standards and efficacy in implementation. The panels' 

work will result in a series of brief, user-friendly reports 

designed to support local decision-making about curriculum.  

Do educators seek guidance to help students with disabilities (SWD) and English 

learners successfully master curriculum expectations? 

  high priority  

High priority need for guidance on how to  

Superintendents     Principals 

ELA Math STE ELA Math STE 

support students with disabilities to master 
curriculum expectations 

71 76 64 75 73 68 

support English learners to master 
curriculum expectations 

48 46 41 59 58 57 
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