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Do educators need guidance on how to embed students’ social and emotional     

learning into subject-matter curricula?  

To successfully implement 

the revised curriculum 

frameworks, educators need 

more guidance on how to 

embed students’ social and 

emotional learning (SEL) into 

curricula. 

DESE’s work on social and emotional learning (SEL) is a collaborative effort that pulls resources from many program offices, including but not 

limited to the Centers for Educational Options, Instructional Supports, and District Supports. 

Contact OPR with questions about the VISTA survey: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu 

DESE Resources  

 DESE’s SEL webpage  

 Guiding principles for embedding social and emotional 

learning into the ELA and Math Curriculum Frameworks  

 Guidelines on Implementing SEL Curricula 

 SEL and Approaches to Play and Learning Standards for 

Preschool and Kindergarten  

 DESE’s participation in the Collaborative States Initiative, 

facilitated by the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and 

Emotional Learning (CASEL)  

Research and experience demonstrates that social and emotional learning (SEL) competencies contribute to 

students’ future success and to their academic development. Integrating skill instruction and practices that support 

SEL into core curricula offers a key lever for helping students develop SEL competencies. Approximately nine in ten 

principals and superintendents view guidance on how to embed students’ SEL into subject-matter curricula as a 

moderate or high priority need. More than one-half of principals view the guidance needed as a high priority (57% 

for the ELA/literacy; 55% for mathematics; and 53% for STE curriculum frameworks, respectively). Nearly six in ten 

superintendents view this guidance as a high priority for district curricula. 

DESE Policy Highlight 

Social and emotional learning is a fundamental 

component in one of DESE’s five strategic 

priorities: to support social and emotional 

learning, health, and safety. DESE support for 

social and emotional learning is designed to 

promote systems and strategies that foster safe, 

positive, healthy, culturally responsive, and 

inclusive learning environments that address 

students’ varied needs and improve educational 

outcomes for all.   

VISTA data source: Principal survey questions: A1.2, A2.2, A3.2 Superintendent: A10.  

  moderate or high  riorit     high  riorit       rinci al 
    u erintendent 

English Language Arts and Literacy (ELA)  P: 92 (57)  

Mathematics P: 89 (55)  

Science and Technology/Engineering (STE) P: 89 (53)  

District curricula S: 91 (58) 
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