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Use these steps for each world language in which a student may qualify.
Step 1: Confirm graduation. The student must meet all graduation requirements of the high school from which the student graduates. If not, the student has not earned the Seal.
Step 2: Determine the English level. Use the student’s highest qualifying result
· Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction: 
· Exceeding Expectations on the grade 10 ELA MCAS test or retest, or 
· the qualifying Distinction result on a Department-approved English assessment.
· Standard Seal of Biliteracy: 
· Meeting Expectations on the grade 10 ELA MCAS test or retest; or 
· Partially Meeting Expectations on the grade 10 ELA MCAS test or retest and meeting English language proficiency standards on WIDA ACCESS taken during high school; or 
· the qualifying Seal result on a Department-approved English assessment.
Step 3: Determine the world language level. Confirm that the result is from a Department-approved assessment for the language, was earned during or after grade 8, and remains valid at graduation. 
· Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction: Advanced Low or higher (or equivalent – see Department-Approved assessments for score equivalencies)
· Standard Seal of Biliteracy: Intermediate High or higher (or equivalent - see Department-Approved assessments for score equivalencies) 
Step 4: Determine the Award. Award the Seal with Distinction only when both the English and world language results are at the Distinction level. Award the Seal when both results are at least at the Seal level, but one or both are below the Distinction level. If either language criterion is not met, the student has not earned an award in that language.
For students being considered in more than one world language, repeat Steps 3 and 4 for each language.


