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The Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy is an official award for graduating students who show a high level of skill in English and at least one additional language. The Seal recognizes the value of knowing and using more than one language.
Earning the Seal can benefit you in college, work, and your community. It can also help you recognize the value of the language skills you developed at home, at school, or in the community.
Receive Official Recognition
The Seal is included on your high school transcript, along with the language or languages in which you earned it. Your school may also recognize the Seal on your diploma, at graduation, or in another way.
The Seal provides an official record of your language skills that you can share with colleges, training programs, and employers.
Show Colleges What You Can Do
The Seal can help colleges understand the level of language skill you achieved in high school. Some colleges and universities may offer benefits such as:
•	College credit;
•	Placement in a higher-level language course;
•	Fulfillment of a language requirement; or
•	Special recognition or opportunities for multilingual students.
Each college or university decides how it recognizes the Seal. When choosing a college, ask how the institution recognizes students who have earned it.
Strengthen Job and Career Applications
Many employers value workers who can communicate in more than one language. These skills can be useful in fields such as education, health care, public service, business, law, technology, travel, and the arts.
You can include the Seal on résumés, job applications, scholarship applications, and professional profiles. The Seal gives employers an official way to recognize your language skills.
The Seal does not guarantee a job or a higher salary. However, it may help you show that you have skills that are useful in multilingual workplaces and communities.
Recognize the Value of Your Language Skills
You may have developed your language skills in many ways—for example, by:
•	Using a language with family or in your community;
•	Studying a language at school;
•	Attending school in another country;
•	Participating in a community-based language program; or
•	Learning and practicing a language independently.
The Seal recognizes what you can do with a language, no matter where or how you learned it. All languages and language varieties are valuable.
Build Skills for a Multilingual World
Knowing more than one language can help you:
•	Communicate with more people;
•	Build relationships across languages and cultures;
•	Participate more fully in your community;
•	Continue studying languages after high school; and
•	Prepare for college, training, travel, public service, and future careers.
Working toward the Seal can also help you set a language-learning goal and understand the skills you may want to continue developing.
Learn More
Ask your school counselor, world language teacher, English learner educator, or State Seal of Biliteracy coordinator whether your district offers the Seal and how to participate.
For more information about statewide requirements, qualifying assessments, and eligible languages, see the Student and Family FAQs Regarding the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy.
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