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The Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy is an official recognition awarded to graduating students who demonstrate a high level of proficiency in English and at least one additional language.
The Seal helps colleges, employers, and communities recognize the valuable language skills that students bring to higher education, the workplace, and civic life.
What Does the Seal Represent?
A student who earns the State Seal of Biliteracy has:
· Met all requirements for high school graduation;
· Demonstrated a high level of proficiency in English; and
· Demonstrated a high level of proficiency in at least one additional language through a Department-approved assessment or alternative assessment.
The Seal of Biliteracy recognizes demonstrated proficiency—not simply the completion of language courses or participation in a particular program.
Two Levels of Recognition
State Seal of Biliteracy
The student has met English proficiency criteria established by the Department and demonstrated at least Intermediate High proficiency in an additional language. At this level, a person can generally communicate effectively in familiar situations and, in the workplace, exchange information, answer questions, describe routine activities, and complete predictable tasks in the language.
State Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction
The student has met the higher English proficiency criteria established by the Department and demonstrated at least Advanced Low proficiency in an additional language. At this proficiency level, a person can generally explain and describe in detail, communicate across different time frames, participate in extended conversations, and manage many routine workplace complications.
Who Can Earn the Seal?
The Seal is open to students of all language backgrounds in participating Massachusetts public school districts, including:
· Students who learned a language at home or in their community;
· Current and former English learners;
· Students who studied a language in school;
· Heritage language speakers and signers; and
· Students who developed language skills through travel, work, community programs, or additional experiences.
Students may earn the Seal in more than one language. A language does not need to be taught by the student’s school for the student to earn the Seal in that language.
How Is the Seal Documented?
The student’s school records the award and the language or languages in which it was earned on the student’s diploma, transcript, or both, using the official state insignia or Department-approved language.
Because requirements are established by Massachusetts law and regulations, the Seal provides a consistent statewide recognition of students’ demonstrated language proficiency.
Recognizing the Seal
Colleges and universities may use the Seal when making decisions about language placement, credit, admissions, or fulfillment of language requirements, according to institutional policies.
Employers may use the Seal as evidence that an applicant has demonstrated substantial proficiency in English and at least one additional language.
Community organizations can recognize Seal earners as multilingual individuals whose skills may strengthen communication, access, service, and engagement across communities.
Recognition of the Seal helps Massachusetts students carry their language skills forward—and helps institutions benefit from the multilingual strengths those students bring.


